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Near-Future Possibility 
Henry Ford Pioneers 
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ul OF DEARBORN comes the 
ie that Henry Ford has been 
researching the possibilities 
ic bodies for his cars, and 
he thinks he has cracked the 
So far his work has been 
experimental but a promise 
the future — mebbe one year 
ind likely several — but it will 
he thinks. And there are 
hers, too, who sense that the 
wstic body may be the next rad- 
al step to be taken by the auto- 
nbile industry. 
The outside world probably does 
wt know just how far Ford has 
one in this direction, but the col- 
mn’s pipe-line to Dearborn brings 





sfar from being a dream. Work- 
ig with Ford in the experimental 
wk is Robert Boyer, 
temist, who has been given a free 
und by the head of the house. and 


mo has been commissioned to | 


wer a complete set of dies for 
te first road model of the plastic- 
ied Ford. 

a + 
| to ALREADY BOYER has produced 
. teets that look like polished steel. 
ing he test panels are 

lulose fiber, 


SSis 


mits are said to prove that a 
avy hammer blow will not crack 
dix ie plastic and that the combina- 
in of cellulose fiber and resin 
COL, ixared to be superior to steel in 
ything but tensile strength, 50 
-‘ak- ercent lighter, 50 percent cheaper 
ind 10 times stronger. Color is not 
mint but inbred in the plastic. 
ig a - ~ = 
THERE'S ONE plastic authority 
MU- I-George W. Walker of Detroit — 
ho sees eye to eye with Henry 
‘nd in this revolutionary step and 
mo predicts the coming soon of 
% plastic body. Nearly a year ago 
Taker aroused national interest 


r OF 
| as 


mh his finished drawings and | 


tilels of automobiles with bodies 
made of new plastic substances — 


‘lor cars with, among other) 


YN dings, curved airplane type wind- 
tlds and curved windows of 


tusparent plastic taking the place 

What he termed “the flat, unin- 
esting panes of glass we've had 
‘put up with for so long.” 
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WALKER, who also is Nash body 



















Ont. 


‘has had a yen to do something 


“tear plastic substance that has 
strength and that can be “bent” 
" with the body lines of the 
»Making for a more nearly per- 
— car design, in his opin- 
itaeg” he says, such synthetic 
ent has been developed by 
tists and likely to be incor- 

ture, 
oS 


in the plastic car of the 
0 = = © 
NE OF the greatest virtues of 


(See SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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wk the information that the idea | 


a young) 


70 percent | 
30 percent resin | 
, iner pressed into cloth. Experi- , 


Inder produces a material that is) 


“wut the glass in automobiles, to| 
mace it, if possible, with a crys- | 
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New Plants Will Assemble 


ar Makers’ Plane Parts 


Defense Developments 


From many quarters came major developments during the 
past week as the automotive industry dovetatled its resources 
with those of the nation to speed the countrys defense pro- 
gram. Highlighting these developments were: 

Plans for erection of a $21.00.000 airplane-assembly plant in 


Minn. Assn. Acts 
To Tighten State 


Dealer Licensing 


Murphy Elected President: 
Sub-Zero Weather Cuts 


Conclave Attendance 


ST. PAUL, Minn. — Plans 
for tightening the Minnesota 
dealer licensing law, through 
stricter qualifications for new 
dealers, highlighted the an- 


nual convention of the Minnesota 
Automobile Dealers Assn. here last 
week. 

More than 400 dealers braved 
sub-zero weather to attend the con- 
clave, which elected the following 
officers: 

D. V. Murphy. of Blue Earth 
president; H. I. Postier of Roches- 
ter, George Ziesmer of Mankato. 
Steve Pyle of Ortonville, and R. E. 
O'Connell of Marshall, vice-presi- 
dents: John Konshak of Brainerd. 
secretary, and R. N. Jones, of 

Minneapolis, treasurer. 


Other resolutions adopted by the 
association’s board of directors in- 
‘cluded recommendations calling for 
corrective changes in the used car 
importation law; a change in the 
,method of payment of the license 
| tax on new cars, and the executive 
committee was directed to study 
the purchasing and discount plan 
as used in Michigan. 

Stanley Horner, president of 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
headed the list of speakers at the 
convention; he outlined dealer 
problems under the defense pro- 
gram. 

Other speakers included Charles 
W. Bishop, general counsel for 
NADA who reviewed the wage-hour 
law; Thomas Rogers, of American 
Finance Conference, who spoke on 
the moratorium section in the 
national draft act: Roger Klutz- 
nick, counsel for the dealers’ ad- 


Dealer Coverage 


Other dealer conventions, held 
during the past week, are re- 
ported in stories elsewhere in 
this issue as follows: Ohio, page 


3; New Jersey, page 3, and 
Kansas, page 6. 
visory commission under Ne- 


braska’s dealer licensing act, and 
Edward Payton, analyst. 

The closing “stag feast” Thurs- 
|day night attracted more than 300 
| persons. 


'ATA Conclave 





the Detroit area, with car 


or an 


and body manufacturers pooling 


resources to provide necessary parts and fuselage. An additional 


assembly 
Middlewest. 


nliant 
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oGase 


a. pa .. Sa 
iS @€isO pianred ior 


an undisclosed area in the 


S. acceptance of Henry Ford's offer to establish a naval 


1 at the River Rouge 


fener sc 


tactormes. 


(Mich) plant. with the 


hipyards and airport serving as the background. 


ill be trained here every three months. 
rill turn out 71225 machine guns in the next 
$61.396.872 contract with the government 
of GM plants at Saginaw and Flint. 


yroduction next fall on 1000 Army 


tameas at 
Graham-Paige’s i 
plane motors. 


ata 


robable use in the 
© Industry's Automotive Committ 
meeting Oct 25 by representatives of al] branches of the 
ushing efforts from its new headquarters in Graham's 


ch. leased 600.000 square feet of 
manufacture of 


for Air Defense, established 


tion building. Detroit. More than 400 automotive execu- 





More Committees Named 


For NADA’s 24th Conclave) 


DETROIT.— With the appoint- 
ment of three more committees. 
further progress has been made in 
completing arrangements for the 
24th annual convention of National 
Automobile Dealers Assn. in Pitts- 
burgh, Jan. 20-23. 


The committees are: Nominating. 
chairman. D. G. Kelly, Gran 
Forks, N. D.: Charles H. Touher 
Albany, N. Y.: J. N. Mitchell 
Waco, Tex: Wm. Eastaver. Jack- 
sonville, Fla: Ernest Burwell 


Spartanburg. S. C 

Resolutions, chairman. T. B. Att- 
more, Washington. N. C.: H O. 
Bell, Missoula. Mont: John Finch. 
St. Paul, Minn. 

By-laws. chairman. W. L. Mallon. 
Newark, N. J.: A. H. Jones, Hast- 
ings, Neb.: T. B. Attmore, Wash- 


Hears Plans 


For Mobilizing All Trucks 


list, admits that for a long time | 


By Slim Barnard 
Staff Correspondent 
LOS ANGELES.—Plans for the 
mobilization of America's far-flung 
trucking industry to meet the 
national defense emergency 
outlined here last week at > 
American Trucking Assn.’s annual 
convention. Need for more ade- 
quate roads and suggestions that 
all the nation’s 4.500,000 motor 
trucks be inventoried along with 
buses, passenger cars and taxicabs 
were highlights of the plan 


were 


the 


all parts of the country, 
Horner, General Motors 
ficial and motor transportation ac- 
to the National Defense 
Committee, stated tra 
probably the most im 
of our defense prog 
modern mechanized ‘ 


vision of more than 1o,™ 


visor 








can be moved 300 miles in 14 hours 
For a non-mechanized division 2 
miles is a long day's march. 
There is a growing need in this 
1 more a s 
: 





ington. N. C: Lynn Snow, Oak 
Park. TL: Lynn B. Timmerman, 
Lima, O. 

The local committee, under the 
direction of Chairman Ed. McKean. 
also reports progress in entertain- 
ment plans for the guests. 

Universal Underwriters, of Kan- 
sas City. will again be hosts to the 
entire convention at a luncheon 
session. Another repeater is Com- 
mercial Credit Co. of Baltimore. 
which will give a cocktail party for 
delegates and their wives in the 
afternoon preceding the banquet. 

In addition. Nicholson Steamship 
Co. has signified its intention of 
holding an afternoon cocktail and 
bridge party for the ladies. 

The local committee is also mak- 

special arrangements to ac- 
commodate delegates who wish to 
visit the steel plants in the Pitts- 


in 
in 


and speaking pro- 


gram will be built aroun the 
theme Automobile Dealers’ 
Responsibility in National De 
fense 





The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 


First Ten in Kegistrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 


1940 1839 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—643.586 Chevrolet 456.561— 1 
2—412,164 Ford S65344— 2 
$—336.036 Plymouth 293,799— $ 
| 4—215548 Buick 150,362— 5 
| 5—170556 Pontiac 113, 376— 6 
| 6—156574 Dodge 153.750— 4 


7—146.399 Olds 103,416— 7 
| S— 78693 Studebaker 61,717— 8 | 
9— 74.253 Chrysler 53,538— 9 
10— 62,126 Hudson 40,759—14 

Total All Makes 
2.575.916 2,025,137 
For complet standings of all 
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U.S. Acts to Speed 


Mass Production 


Detroit to Get One Factory 
for Work on 24,000 
War Bombers 


DETROIT. — Moving to 
facilitate mass-production of 
warplanes, the National De 
fense Commission plans to 
erect a $21,000,000 airplane 
assembly plant in the Detroit area, 
with automobile makers pooling 
their resources in the production 
of parts. 

Another assembly plant will also 
be erected at an undisclosed city 
in the Midwest. The two plants will 
be used for the completion of three 
types of bombardment planes, sub- 
assemblies for which will be fabri- 


Defense Commission, in a meeting 
here Oct. 25. 

Powerplants for the 24,000 
ers, totaling 64.000 engines 1,500 
to 2,000 horsepower each, will be 
of the radial, air-cooled pro- 
duced by Wright and 
| Whitney, sub-contracts 


|}Motor Co. and may soo 
Buick and Studebaker. 


for 


would produce a part of the new 
planes desired by Army and Navy. 

The commission and Army and 
Navy executives have reached the 
conclusion that mass production 
of airplanes can be realized only 
through utilization of the facilities 
_offered by the automobile industry. 
These plants are not equipped to 
produce planes in their entirety, 

(Continued on Page 10, Col. 1) 


Ford to Establich 


Naval School 


DETROIT.—Plans for setting up 
a Naval training station on Ford 
property adjacent to the River 
Rouge plant. were approved Nov. 
12 by Col Knox, secretary 
of the Navy. 

Knox accepted an offer by Henry 
Ford to give the complete coopera- 
tion of the Ford company to Navy 
experts for the training of recruits 
in mechanics and machine opera- 
tion as well as in seamanship. 

Tentative plans, it was under- 
stood, call for turning over of Ford 
shops, tools and other 
equipment to Navy students. Ford 
also will furnish the land upon 
which naval barracks will be 
erected at government expense, it 
was believed. 

River Rouge has been dredged 
from the Ford docks to the Detroit 


River to permit the largest of lake 
freighters a safe channel. Thus, 
many Navy ships could easily be 
brought and moored within a 
stone's row of the training site. 

While the training station is to 


e NAVAL, Page 10, Col. 2) 
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By B. C. Reber 
Staff Correspondent 
SAN ANTONIO.—New and used 

car sales during the current year, 
and particularly during the final 
six months, will represent one of 
the greatest sales achievements of 
the present decade, in the opinion 
of dealers here. Several conditions 
have served to bring this about: 


First: Increased activity in Army 
circles has brought millions of dol- 
lars in new construction, equipment 
and increased payrolls into this 
area, a large portion of which has 
been turned into local business 


Buick’s November 


Sales Hit 9,455 
In Ist 10 Days 


FLINT.—Continuing the high 
rate of retail activity that in Oc- 
tober produced the largest single 
month’s business in the history of 
the company, domestic retail de- 
liveries of Buicks during the first 
10 days of November totaled 9,455 
cars, W. F. Hufstader, general sales 
manager announced Friday. 


Sales during the period exceeded 
factory shipments to dealers and 
were at a pace scheduled to ex- 
ceed 30,000 for the month, Huf- 
stader said. 

A larger volume of Buicks has 
been sold during the first 10 months 
of this year than during the whole 
of 1939. Sales through Nov. 10, he 
said, totaled 247,702 units com- 
pared with 177,075 in the corre- 
sponding period of 1939, an in- 
crease of 70,627 units or 40 per- 
cent. Year to date volume com- 
pares with 222,312 cars sold in the 
domestic market during the entire 
year, 1939. 

Sales of 1941 Buicks now aggre- 
gate 62,583 units against 43,154 
sales of 1940 models during the 
same period last year. This is a 
unit gain of 19,429 or 45 percent. 

In the first 10 days of this month, 
Buick dealers in the United States 
also retailed 13,169 used cars or a 
complete turnover of stocks every 
28 days, Hufstader said. 


Cadillac Nov. 1-10 
Sales Break All 


Previous Records 


DETROIT.—The 1941 Cadillac 
continued to shatter business rec- 
ords during the first 10 days of 
November. 

Announcement by D. E. Ahrens, 
general sales manager, Thursday 
disclosed the period accounted for 
two more all-time marks. Orders 
reached the highest peak on com- 
pany records. Domestic deliveries 
for the 10 days was better than 
any previous month’s first 10-day 
volume. 

Ahrens said: “Friday’s orders 
brought the backlog to 11,540 cars. 

“During the first 10 days of the 
month dealers delivered to custom- 
ers 1,470 cars, surpassing the first 
10-day volume of any month in 
our history.” 


ASME Conclave Expected 


To Draw 5,000 Dec. 2-6 
NEW YORK.—Keynoting better 
living and greater industrial prog- 
ress through engineering, the sixty- 
first annual meeting of American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, 
to be held in New York City, Dec. 
2-6, with meeting headquarters at 
the Hotel Astor instead of the 
Engineering Societies building, is 
expected to attract to it about 5,000 
engineers and executives from the 
United States and Canada. 

More than 100 technical papers 
on such specialized mechanical 
engineering subjects as aeronau- 
tics, applied mechanics, fuels, hy- 
draulics, metals engineering, ma- 
chine-shop practice, management, 
materials handling, petroleum, 
steam power, railroads, textiles, 
heat transfer and process industries | 
will be. presented by leading ex- 
perts in the field. 
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San Antonio Concluding Best Sales Year in Decad 


Expanding U.S. Airfields 
In Vicinity Helps Business 


channels. This city is headquarters 
for the Eighth Corps Area, as well 
as the home of Fort Sam Houston, 
Randolph Field, Kelly Field, Brooks 
Field, and Camp Normoyle. 


Second: The early announcement 
of the new models this year has 
enabled dealers to have cars on 
their floors at a time when crop 
money was more active, with the 
result that this October was the 
best for sales in recent years. 


Third: Timely rains have materi- 
ally improved the general business 
outlook, since rains insure good 
crop and range conditions. 


Fourth: The general condition 
among the dealers is good. There 
has been practically no turnover 
among the dealerships in this city 
and those men now directing the 
activities of these firms are experi- 
enced and capable. 


Speaking for the dealer-members 
of the San Antonio Automobile 
Trade Assn., H. E. Herpel, presi- 
dent, said: “Our dealers have en- 
joyed a good business this year, 
and particularly during the past 
six months. The months of May, 
June, July and August were the 
best for these months that we 
have experienced in some time. 
September sales lagged a bit as 
dealers waited on new models, but 
with these on the floors, and 
deliveries coming through fairly 
well, business has again leaped 
ahead with October sales the best 
in recent years. November and De- 
cember business should continue 
good.” 


Rules Approved 


For New Route 


Of Gilmore Run 


LOS ANGELES. Approving 
rules and regulations for the com- 
ing Gilmore Grand Canyon run, 
automobile dealers and factory rep- 
resentatives met last week with 
officials of the American Automo- 
bile Assn. Contest Board to com- 
plete final details for America’s 
foremost stock car mileage test 
scheduled for Jan. 9. 


A. C. Pillsbury, regional director 
of AAA conducted a discussion of 
the new rules and introduced Frank 
Elliot, early day race driver, who 
has been named official technical 
director for the 1941 edition of the 
annual stock car performance test. 

Indications were given that prac- 
tically every make of American 
automobile will be entered in the 
coming “stingy run.” Automobile 
men were particularly interested 
to learn that because of the greater 
length of the route, a relief driver 
would be permitted, although the 
time allowed for the 595 mile run 
to the south rim of Grand Canyon 
will not be much more than that 
given drivers of former runs to 
complete the 300 mile course to 
Yosemite. 

Another innovation of the forth- 
coming run will be a special school 
for observers who are nominated 
by each entrant to ride in a com- 
peting car. This advance training 
is designed to aid observers in 
correctly grading drivers and 
watching for infractions of strin- 
gent AAA rules and regulations 
during the course of the run. 


GREETING the coast-to-coast 


Fluid Drive 


M. E. COYLE, general manager of Chevrolet, left, and W. E. Holler, general 


sales manager, were welcomed to Los Angeles last week by F. Norman 


helps, 


Pacific coast regional manager, during a six-week trip on which the Chevrolet 
executives conducted sales and policy meetings in all sections of the country. 


The tour began in Detroit, Oct. 7. 





Pontiac Nov. 


Sales Pass 


Oct.; Expects 29,000 Volume 


PONTIAC. — Continuing the 
record-breaking pace set in Oc- 
tober when more Pontiacs were 
delivered than in any previous 
month, deliveries for the first 10 
days of November were 8,521 which 
is above the first 10 days of Oc- 
tober, and 22.2 percent ahead of 
the same period of November, 1939. 

According to D. U. Bathrick, 
general sales manager, the records 
of several years show that on the 
basis of 8,521 cars for the first 10 
day period total deliveries for No- 
vember should exceed 29,000 cars 
which will break the _ all-time 
record of October. 

Further estimates by Bathrick 
show that by adding the 29,000 
cars for November plus 26,000 cars 
for December to the 188,788 cars 
delivered during the first 10 months 
this year, total deliveries for the 
year will be 243,000. The largest 
previous calendar year was 1928 
when 232,000 Oaklands and Pon- 
tiacs were delivered. Deliveries 


Nebraska Bankers 
Will Seek Control 


Of Car Financing 


OMAHA.—In the next session of 
the legislature, Nebraska State 
Bankers Assn. will attempt to se- 
cure control over the chattel loan 
business, including the financing 
of automobiles and trucks. The 
“character loan’ departments are 
now being developed to absorb this 
business. Under existing statutes 
several leading Nebraska lawyers 
have advised their banker clients 
that personal loans are illegal. 

Ex-Senator Leland Hall, Rose- 
land banker, will represent the 
NSBA in the legislature. A bill 
has already been formulated which 
renders illegal commissions and 
fees and fixes the interest rate at 
6 percent on the original unpaid 
balance. 

Attorney General Walter R. John- 
son conducted a crusade on a num- 
ber of loan concerns. In one case 
the court canceled $7,000 in out- 
standing notes. 


oe 


iE 4010 cyanate WR 
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De Soto when it pulled up in 


front of the Los Angeles city hall, were, left to right, D. M. Herrick, De Soto's 


assistant general sales manager; Charles Bloom, 
Mayor Fletcher Bowron of Los 
running 
two girls made t 
only the single gearshift and clutch operation required to put the 


ager, and 
Virginia Campbell and on_ the 
counter, is Joselyn Reynolds. The 


gear at New York, the starting point. 


the company’s regional man- 
Angeles. Back of the Mayor is 
pointing to the automatic 
the 3,070-mile trip with 
car in 


board, 


through October brought the 1940 
total past the 1939 total by 24,000 
ears. The record of 243,000 de- 
liveries for 1940 will mean an in- 
crease of 47 percent over last year 
when 164,830 cars were delivered. 


“Dealers are continuing the 
record-breaking used car business 
also,” Bathrick said. “During the 
first 10 days of November 11,813 
used cars were sold which is 23.7 
percent above the first 10 days of 
October and 36.8 percent ahead of 
November, 1939. The turnover of 
used car stocks are on a 29.3 days 
basis which means less than a 
month’s supply on hand.” 


First Open House 
In Kansas City Is 
Given Big Sendoff 


KANSAS CITY. — Kansas City 
motor car dealers Saturday opened 
their first Open House Automobile 
Show, to continue through Nov. 23, 
by putting up 24-sheet posters on 
some 25 billboards strategically 
placed about greater Kansas City. 
Some 3,000 colored window posters 
were well distributed throughout 
the city. Windshield stickers are 
to be placed on demonstrators dur- 
ing show week. The daily news- 
papers are carrying automobile 
show sections. 

All showrooms and used car lots 
of the 56 dealers have been deco- 
rated in pennants, flags and ban- 
ners. Harvey Rice is general chair- 
man of “Open House.” A kick-off 
breakfast at Hotel Continental this 
morning will start the show. Five 
hundred dealers and salesmen of 
tne territory are expected to at- 
tend. Following the breakfast, a 
parade of new cars, two of each 
of the 18 makes will be made 
through the business districts of 
Kansas City, Mo., Kansas City, 
Kans., and Independence. 


Used car sales are to be tied in 
with the show. A sticker is pro- 
vided for each used car which is 
recognized as a certified used car 
with the service policy backed by 
the Kansas City safety council, 
Kansas City better business bureau 
and Kansas City Motor Car Deal- 
ers Assn. 


Wooster (O.) Sales Rise 
30% Over Oct., 1939 


WOOSTER, O.—Sale of 201 new 
automobiles in Wayne county dur- 
ing October was 80 more than sales 
for the same month a year ago, 
statistics in the clerk of courts 
office revealed. 

The gain also sent the 1940 total 
to 354 more than the 1,344 cars 
sold in the county during the first 
10 months of last year. October 
new car increase showed a 50 
percent gain over a year ago. 

Automotive News’ Almanac, published 
once a year, is considered THE refer- 
ence book wherever automotive infor- 
mation is desired. 


Sales 


Record October 
Sales Reported 
For Studebake 


SOUTH BEND.—Sales of Stud 
baker cars and trucks in the U § 


|in October were the largest { 
that month in the history of the pd 


company and exceeded 
any month since the middle f 
1928, Paul G. Hoffman, President 
reported last week. Last month’ 
factory sales to dealers throughoy 
the world, Hoffman said, ge 
16-year record for October. g 


Retail deliveries by Studebake 
dealers in October totaled 117% 
units compared with 9,866 in | 
corresponding month last year. Not 
since July, 1928, when 11,989 Units 


those fo 


were sold has a single month; 


deliveries been greater than those 
for last month, Hoffman state 
Factory sales to dealers last 
month totaled 14,709 units againg 
10,932 in October, 1939, October 
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records back to 1924 were broke, 


by last month's factory Volume 
and, Hoffman added, dealers’ py. 


chases from the corporation dur. # 


ing the month also were greater 


than those of any single mont)! 


since August, 1928. 

For the first 10 months of 1949 
retail deliveries 
dealers amounted to 88,580 units 
compared with 71,813 for the cor. 
responding 1939 period. Factory 
sales for the first 10 months of 
96,245 units compared with 881% 
in the same period last year. 


1941 Dodge Sales 


Momentum J umps 


of Studebaker i 


187% in October} 


DETROIT. — Dodge dealers are 


rolling up an interesting succession 


of week-to-week delivery increases 
culminating in retail sales gain of 


187 percent as between the first] 
and last weeks of October — ac-§, 
cording to Forest H. Akers, Dodge § 


vice-president and director of sales. 

Deliveries of Dodge cars by deal- 
ers for the week ending Oct 
5, exceeded the sales total for the 
preceding week by 31.8 percent 
Deliveries for the week ending 


Oct. 12 were 41.9 percent greater" 


than the preceding week. The up 
ward trend continued for the week 


ending Oct. 19 when a 346 peri 


cent gain was achieved. 

The sales momentum increased 
also for the week ending Oct. % 
when deliveries gained 36 percent 


over the previous week. And the} 
sales report week ending Nov. ? ; 


shows another advance of 10.6 per 
cent. 


Millis May Head 
NLRB in Effort 
For Labor Peace 


DETROIT.—The new head of the 
National Labor Relations Board 
may be Dr. Harry M. Millis, labor 
disputes arbiter and economist, !! 
was revealed in Washington las 
week. It is understood that Pres 
dent Roosevelt will offer the PX 
sition to Millis as successor ® 
Warren Madden. 

It is pointed out that Millis may 
team up with William M. Liese 
son and form a more conservative 
majority on the labor board r 
thus ease much of the criticism ® 
rected toward the New 
agency. The third member }5 
win S. Smith. 


It was hoped also that the + 
lection may be regarded as 2 st? 
in the direction of labor peace 
tween AFL and CIO unions 
Millis is acceptable to both. ~ 

Dr. Millis was brought to ©” 
troit recently, after being veong 
by UAW and General Motors i 
act as umpire under the umle® 
contract with GM. 


N. Y. Registrations Up 
ALBANY. N. Y.—Motor vehicle '*? 


ring 


istrations in New York state on yes 


first nine months of the curre™ 
reached a total of 2,759,851, an » a 
of 96,509 over the corresponding Pr, 
last year, according to announr 
here by State Motor Vehicle ©” 
sioner Carroll S. Mealey 













most interesting letters this 


BE column receives, I think, are 






est for that criticize the conductor, 
= the la than the ones that support 
ddle Ey encourage him. It is of in- 
© of "7 that when I print such 
'esident, pF . many of my readers im- 
Month's air write back a letter of 
Oughout my apologizing for the critic 
: oe Milling me some reason why he 
«it know what he is talking 
debaker yt, 1 thought I had set the 
2174 S of this column in the first 
In the Fissues, so we would all under- 
par. Not ; how I hoped to make it a 
30 units definite contribution to the 
month's try, and particularly to that 
n thos Pi... of it which embraces auto- 
stated ‘ile dealers and salesmen. Here 
aa eg g letter, and it’s from a 
ainst F cee 
si te 
broken’ pave patiently read your 
— sumn for several months, and 
rs Pur-f haven't taken a rap at the 
Dn. dur. ixtories yet. But I don’t sup- 


ye we could expect anything 
ie because you are conducting 
tis column in a paper that is 


of 194, ’ ce 
debaker porte by manufacturers’ ad 
: units 6. * * * 

he cor. 

Factory ther Dealers 

nths o Home to Defense 

1 8,18 Bret, this kind of a letter would 
F worry me a little bit if at the 
| ne time I did not constantly get 
es rs from dealers of which the 


howing is an example: 

‘Your column lives—I_ cut 
wagraphs out of it and paste 
tem in a scrapbook filed by sub- 
wt matter. Then I use them in 
aes meetings, and have them 
prreference for future plans and 
ution. Most tradepaper items— 
ithugh as news value they may 
ne larger headings—are dead, 
mi can be forgotten as soon as 


Iread them.” 
7” * 


* 
ul Freedom 
romised 
\UCH letters as that are indeed 
acompliment and are worth 
wre than money in the opinion 
this conductor. But to answer 
is critical letter first, let me tell 
.gu that before agreeing to con- 
mt this column in AUTOMOTIVE 
Ws, both Publisher Slocum and 
itor Sinsabaugh promised me 

freedom to use my own judg- 
ment. They are men of their word, 
ai I have had no reason to be- 
. | they will ever go back on 
mat word. 
* * + 
Now, as far as the manufac- 
1 urs’ support is concerned, 
im't you realize that automobile 
ers sell a lot of merchandise 
g &@ year—more than any 
ther merchant except the food 
wrchant? They are important 
“ple. Automobile and other 
‘ufacturers have stories they 
nut to tell, and as long as there 
we tradepapers that reach auto- 





Bouquet 
Dear John: q 
wate by Automotive News 
-— to write “Dealers Tell 
mts fine, and may I be 
j ngst the first to congratu- 
you and the paper. 
give you the chance 
a “oe always wanted—to be 
A. Ip to the dealers—and I 
say I don’t know of any- 







he me who could do a better job. 

a ste?y “ow is your big chance—just 
ce + you could induce them 
yns 8 € $25 more per car—what 


‘ Wonderful thing that would 


oo ~— is the time for us all to 
c ‘ over a new leaf in our life 
ors make some profit. 

union: 


yess has been d with 

w £00 Ww 

te ¢ last five months, and I’m 
d make gittle back-bone we 

e ins 

‘Percent Percent instead of 

a — the best of luck to you 

q na new venture.—W. L. 

ql » president, Wm. L. 

watson Co., (Ford) San Fran- 


eet | 

















Dealers’ or salesmen's comments, questions or 
addressed to John 0. Munn in 
and the writer’s name will be 
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By John O. Munn 


requests may be 
care of Automotive News, Detroit, 
kept in confidence if requested. 


mobile dealers, they are going to 
use those tradepapers as a means 


to tell their message. 
* * * 


Make Possible 


Its Low Price 
ESIDES, advertisements are an 


important part of the content 
of any publication, particularly a 
business paper, for they keep the 
trade abreast of new developments 
in the trade. Then, too, manufac- 
turers’ advertising makes it pos- 
sible for an automobile dealer to 
get the services of a tradepaper 
at the subscription price, which is 
much less than the mechanical and 
editorial cost of producing it. 

- 7 7 


Furthermore, in spite of the 
fact that we live in this modern 
world and we have the example 
of certain nations in the world 
trying to take a rap at other 
nations, still I believe that when 
all this effort is washed out, and 
no matter who wins or loses, 
eventually all questions or dis- 
agreements are going to be set- 
tled on the basis of economics, 
and not on the basis of fights. 

* oe ~ 


It’s the Law 


of Self-Preservation 

E all realize, of course, that the 

policies most dealers complain 
about on the part of manufac- 
turers are prompted by the law of 
self-preservation. There is com- 
petition between them. And, in 
spite of this tight, constant battle 
for supremacy between automobile 
factories, each manufacturer gives 
careful consideration to his rela- 
tionship with his dealers, but his 
battle for self-preservation forces 
him to control those relationships 
for his own primary benefit. I 
believe this law of self-preservation 
also applies to the dealer and can, 
and should, be used by him for his 
own benefit, and not predicated on 
the fact that the dealer should get 
out and lose his life on this manu- 
facturer’s battlefield, but rather do 
the essential things that he can 
do—projects that will be covered 
as this column proceeds — which 
will preserve himself as an _ in- 
dividual and as a merchant, re- 
gardless of the manufacturer's po- 
sition or policy. 


Well, that is kind of getting 
deep into theory, but in plain 
words, instead of fussing about 
the weather—whatever it may or 
may not be today—let us do the 
things we can best do, regard- 
less of the weather. After all, it 
isn’t what manufacturers want, 
nor what dealers want, that is 
necessarily going to prevail in 
the long run—it is what will best 


serve the public. 
* x 


Not Battleground 


for Running Attack 
HESE questions ultimately must 
be settled on the basis of 
economics, and not on the basis of 
self-interest, and if we will keep 
that thought in mind, we will all 
go forward and progress. 


So I am afraid that dealers who 
are hoping to make this column a 
battleground for a running attack 
against the factory are going to 
be disappointed, not because we 
are not free to lead the discussion | 
into any direction we may desire, | 
but because we sincerely believe | 
all advancement and improvement | 
of condition will come from con- | 
stantly pointing out the economics | 
behind factory, dealer, and public | 
relationship, and exercising | 
tinuous pressure in the promotion 
of the dealer's cause. 


EITHER will this column be a 

review of dealer trials and 
tribulations — you already know 
them — but it will try to be con- 
stantly, earnestly using criticism 
when necessary, but always point 
out when the laws of self-preserva- 
tion may be used, too, to protect 
and advance dealer interests. 





pies a_ building 

that is one of 

R. B. Livie Baltimore's land-| 
marks. Known 

|among citizens as_ the “White 
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Ohio Dealers Seek Changes 





PHIL KNOEDLER, left, president 
Pontiac’s biggest distributor, saw H. 


of Community 
J. Klingler, 
first time in Chicago recently. Knoedler has been blind 





Motors, Inc., Chicago, 
ontiac president, for the 
for 12 years and only 


three months ago regained perfect sight in one eye through an operation. 
Now he is enjoying the first look at many of his friends. 


N.J. Dealers Ag 


ree °41 Cars 


Will Sell Heavily if Available 


By Bethune Jones 

Staff Correspondent 
ASBURY PARK, N. J.—New car 
sales in the New Jersey market 
will continue at their present high 
level as long as 1941 model produc- 
tion remains unimpeded by the 
national defense program, accord- | 
ing to the consensus of opinion 
evidenced at the 22nd annual con- 
vention of the New Jersey Auto- 
motive Trade Assn. here Wednes- 
day at the Berkeley Carteret Hotel. 


Used car sales also continue to 
move rapidly in New Jersey, with 
prospects for still further sales ac- 
celeration, it was indicated at the 
conclave. Discussions of the used 
car situation assumed increased 
significance, with the dealers pre- 
paring to place greater reliance on 


Seattle Dealers 
Plan Convention 


For December 10 


SEATTLE.—The annual meeting 
of Seattle Automobile Dealers Assn. 
will be held Dec. 10, at the Wash- 
ington Athletic Club. 


The association is at present 
urging dealers to check carefully 
on possible delinquent taxes on 
ears traded in. Checking taxes on 
a doubtful used car will be done 
by the officials at a 45 cent charge 
for local inspection of the records; 
90 cents if state records must be 
searched. 

The association has also sent in- 
structions to dealers on _ defer-'| 
ment of draft of an employe who! 
may be necessary in the establish- 
ment. 


New car sales for October in 
King county show 1,504 as against 
1,131 for October, 1939. Leaders are: 
Chevrolet, 319; Plymouth, 236; 
Buick, 171; Ford, 151; Pontiac, 124; 
Oldsmobile, 93; Studebaker, 67 and 
Dodge 64. Many of the above had 
restricted registrations due to fail- 
ure of getting cars to deliver. 


Motor Sales to Handle 
De Soto in Baltimore | 


BALTIMORE.—The Motor Sales | 
Co., believed to be Baltimore's} 
largest retail automobile establish- | 
ment, has taken 
on De Soto and 
Plymouth lines of 
automobiles, it 
was announced by 
R. Bruce Livie, 
president and 
general manager 
of the company. 

The company’s 
showroom 0cCu- 


House,” the structure housed Balti- 
more’s first automobile show years 
ago. 


Ashtabula Sales Up 
JEFFERSON, O.—New car sales in} 
Ashtabula county during October 
showed a sharp increase over Septem- 
ber and a 12 percent increase ove. 
October, 1939. 





this income source in anticipation 
of retarded new car production re- 
sulting from the automotive in- 
dustry’s defense program partici- 
pation. 

Andrew Lustbaum, of Long 
Branch, was inducted as the new 


! 


Taylor Is Elected 
To Presidency At 


Annual Conclave 


AKRON.—Ohio Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn. meeting in final session 
here Nov. 13 re-elected Horace 
Taylor, manager of Mayflower Mo- 
tors here, president; R. E. Moore- 
head, Mansfield, vice-president, and 
George W. Bobb, Columbus, treas- 
urer. 

Other officers elected were: O. C. 
Belt, Columbus, secretary and Miss 
Verna Conner, Columbus, execu- 
tive secretary. 

Among important resolutions 
adopted were these: Directors of 
the association were instructed to 
take steps to get the Ohio legisla- 
ture to adopt a uniform state tag 
license fee in place of the present 
$7, $10 and $16 fees, which hamper 
the sale of higher-priced cars; ef- 
| forts will be made to have the 
| state sales tax law amended, to 
permit the collection of 3 percent 
|on all used cars sold, including the 
casual sales, which comprise about 
25 percent of used car sales. 

Guests for the final session Wed- 
; nesday night included officials of 
Akron’s major rubber companies 
'as well as State Senator Frank 
| Whittemore and Congressman Dow 
| W. Harter. 

Government financing, as a de- 





president of the association, suc-| fense measure, of at least 60,000 
ceeding Walter W. Stillman, of} tons of synthetic rubber to be pro- 


Englewood, who continues as a| 


member of the board of trustees. 
Other officers 


duced by the major synthetic pro- 
| ducing plants of the nation, was 


inducted were:| advocated by Dr. R. P. Dinsmore, 


First vice-president, John M. Kra-| manager of the development de- 


mer, of Bayonne; 


second vice-| nartment of Goodyear Tire and 


president, Clarence D. Prickett, of Rubber Co., in an address Tuesday 


Woodbury; third vice-president, 
Cecil S. Hersh, of Elizabeth; 
treasurer, William G. Rohrer jr., 
of Camden, and secretary, William 
L. Mallon, of Newark. 

Trustees, in addition to Stillman 
and the officers, include H. Mor- 
gan Hatch, of Camden; Walter F. 
Conover, of Princeton; Harry 


Leiby, of Atlantic City; William J.) of the Ohio association. 


of Boonton; Charles 


of Washington; 


Scerbo, 
Smith, 


Patterson, of Paterson. 
Lustbaum was chairman of the 
committee in charge of arrange- 


ments for the convention, assisted | 
by Prickett, Conover, Stillman and} 


Mallon. In addition to the officers’ 
reports, there were reports on 
national and state legislation, 
NADA activities, effect of con- 
scription on dealer activities, the 
federal wage-hour law and other 


subjects. The speaker at the ban-| 


quet, which concluded the con- 


| clave, was James Dalton, editor of 


Motor. 


Discussion of state legislation 
resulted in decision of the associa- 
tion to seek more equitable reg- 
istration fees by sponsoring a bill 
in the 1941 session of the state 
legislature, providing for a flat 
registration fee to replace the 
state’s present system which is 
based on horsepower rating. 

The group also will seek pas- 
sage of legislation to prohibit mis- 
representative merchandising of 
former taxicabs as used cars. The 


proposed bill would make it manda- | 


tory that the sale of a taxicab be 


stated as such in the bill of sale. _ 


H. Earl! 
Rickerd, of Vineland; R. D. Cook- | 
ingham, of Elmer; Emil W. Stef-| 
fens, of Hackensack, and George | 


| before the association. 


Dr. Dinsmore was introduced by 
Paul Martin, secretary of the Akron 
_Automobile Dealers Assn., host at 

the luncheon. Martin also intro- 
duced Mayor Lee D. Schroy, who 
| welcomed the automobile dealers, 
|and Horace Taylor, manager of 
Mayflower Motors and president 





Business sessions included a talk 
by Earl Fenton, director of the 
dealers and salesmen’s licensing di- 
vision of motor vehicles; Carl L. 
Johnson, chief attorney, examiner, 
sales tax division; John O. Munn, 
columnist of AUToMoTive News, and 
Charles W. Bishop, National Auto- 
|mobile Dealers Assn. legal counsel. 
An open forum and buffet supper 
in the Mayflower ballroom con- 
cluded Tuesday’s session. 


| The three major Akron tire com- 
| panies, Goodyear, Firestone and 
Goodrich were hosts to the dealers 
Wednesday morning and conducted 
them on tours through the plants. 


Propose Michigan Bill 

To License Car Salesmen 

DETROIT.—A suggestion that 
automobile salesmen be licensed as 
a means of eliminating unethical 
sales practices will be presented 
to the Michigan legislature in 
| January, it was announced Thurs- 
day by George H. Frye, president 
|of Detroit Automobile Salesmen’s 
| Assn. 


The association suggests that a 
$5 annual fee be charged and that 
legislature set the rate on sales 
commissions at 5 percent, with a 
minimum commission of $5. 





Dealer Meetings Marking 


End of Pontiac’s Best Year 


PONTIAC.—Winding up what is 
mathematically certain to be the 
greatest calendar year in its his- 
tory, Pontiac entertained dealers 
from its 
chandising conference of the 1941 
model year. 

With the Pontiac plants at capac- 
ity output, D. U. Bathrick, general 
sales manager, explained the pro- 
duction situation to the dealers. 
Distribution, also a problem 


as were the company’s 
efforts to get enough cars to deal- 
ers everywhere with a minimum 
of lapsed time. 


Sales estimates for the next few 


months pointed to total sales for | 


the calendar year of 1940 between 


24 zones Thursday and | 
Friday at the first monthly mer- | 


in | 
record breaking sales periods, was | 
| discussed 


240,000 and 245,000 which will ex- 
ceed Pontiac’s best year of 1928 
| by about 10,000. 

“This meeting was unique in that 
more time was spent on the vari- 
ous aspects of production and dis- 
tribution than on sales. To get the 
production necessary to take care 
of the orders these men have been 
taking, we have placed the plant 
on a _ capacity basis,” Bathrick 
| stated. 

“Because the entire dealership 
has been demanding greater and 
greater shipments of new cars, we 


analyzed our distribution system 
for the visitors and showed the 
fairness with which it operates 
even under the stress of intense 


| sales pressure.” 
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Member of Audit Bureau of Circulations 


AUTOMOTIVE 

r - One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve 
whoiiy through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value.—(AN 6-10-1933). 


DETROIT, NOVEMBER 18, 1940 


This Industry’s Blue Chip 

A from Washington that the National 

Defense Commission plans the erection of a $21,000,000 
airplane assembly plant, to be located in the Detroit area. 
confirms the statement made in this column a month ago. 
Selection of Detroit is because of the important part the 
automotive industry is playing in the defense program and 
the idea of the assembly line is taken from this very same 
industry which has proved the indispensability of this sort 
of operation to attain mass production. Such an assembly 
line should materially speed up the production of airships. 
The automobile makers will build the parts and Uncle Sam 
will assemble the ships. 

More and more it is becoming evident that the contribu- 
tions of the automotive industry constitute the spearhead 
of the defense program, acknowledging that without air at- 
tack and defense up his sleeve, Uncle Sam would be greatly 
handicapped in arming himself against possible invasion of 
the western hemisphere. Too, he also has to figure out how 
he best can help Britain to the utmost, so the more ships 
the United States can put out in a hurry, the better it will be 
for not only Britain but this country as well. 

Another significant angle to the present situation is the 
enlisting of General Motors, Ford and Chrysler in the cause 
to produce parts for the airplane motors, and Fisher, Briggs 
and Murray to turn out structural parts in their body plants. 
All this cooperation on the part of these big units of the in- 
dustry will speed up airplane production and give us an air 
armada that the European dictators cannot laugh off. 

The automotive industry will do its bit—and it will be 
a big bit! 


Now---or Maybe Never 

USED car shortage for the immediate future is forecast 

by George A. Leukhart, general manager of National 
Used Car Market Report, and is based on the fact that 
“much of the recording buying of new cars is in the spirit 
of preparedness against a possible curtailment of the supply 
of 1941 models.” “Any such curtailment,’’ Leukhart reasons, 
“will force the automobile dealers to concentrate on used car 
sales, and the result will be a shortage of such vehicles, as 
has been the case on occasions in the past.” 

Mr. Leukhart’s reasoning is soundly based, but hinges on 
the “if’’ of curtailed production of 1941 cars. Therefore it 
might be well for dealers to push their used stocks now, just 
in case the scarcity of new cars doesn’t develop. 


Plastic Rabbit 

S HENRY FORD going to pull another rabbit out of his 

magician’s hat? He’s produced many mechanical hares 
from this mythical headgear in the past, so we are not going 
to be surprised if the plastic body for automobiles, on which 
he now is working, proves to be another one. In fact, the 
simple announcement that his research in this direction is 
meeting with results inclines us to believe that the plastic 
body is as good as an accepted fact. The history of the indus- 
try discloses skeptics who have said that this or that in 
engineering couldn’t be done. Henry Ford never was one to 
accept such a bit of skepticism — he usually goes ahead 
and proves the cynics are wrong. So we have faith in the 
sage of Dearborn and shall look for the plastic body in the| 
near future. Ahead of us lie other radical departures from) 
today’s conventionalism through the uses of plastics. Some, | 
like George Walker, envision curved windshields and curved 
windows made of new plastic substances. 
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DEAR BILL You 
COWLING: 


probably didn't 
believe me when, the} 
first time I saw you | 
after you had bought the only} 
other weekly paper in our field, I 
told you I was glad you had it and_| 
that I wished you every success. I | 
did mean it, Bill, because, you see, | 
we were getting a little lonesome in 
our field and I have always _ be- 
lieved that every industry, like 
every city, needs two aggressively 
competing publications, just as I 
believe a democracy must have two 
opposing political parties, or it will 
go-to-seed. I thought too, your long 
experience with Ford and Willys 
would perhaps bring us some prac- 
tical ideas which we on AUTOMOTIVE 
NEWS would welcome. 


# 


But the reason I am writing you 
this open letter today, Bill, is that 
I am in receipt of a circular letter 
signed by you under date of Nov. 
8, 1940, in which you state: 


“In order to relieve any un- 
certainty (sic.) on the part of 
our advertisers and their agen- 
cies PENDING OUR APPLICA- 
TION FOR A.B.C. RATING it is 
only fair to say * * * our paid 
subscription list is 10,042 copies. 
Our free list is 249. * * * Our 
analysis shows the dealerships 
we serve account for 80% of all 
cars sold.” 

Now, those are pretty high fig- 
ures, Bill, for a $3-a-year publica- 
tion in an industry where 10,000 or 
12,000 dealers do account for 80% 
of the sales and if your publica- 
tion has that much paid circulation 
I will be the first to congratulate 
you. The reason I am writing you, fie ei ; 
is because I am certain you have ; x 
been misinformed and I am afraid 
that some of our mutual friends 
will consider it a _ tacit accept- 
ance on my part of your circula- 
tion claims if I do not challenge 
them! 


which obviously the publisher 
would like to claim. 
a * * * cs * 

You and I are both old enough| You see, Bill, if I were to allow 
to remember when publishers’ cir-| your claim of ‘10,042 copies paid” 
culation claims had no standing|to stand unchallenged my friends 
whatsoever. Circulation figures|would be wondering, and perhaps 
were tossed around like confetti] rightly, what we had been doing 
and advertisers were forced to buy|the past 15 years and why we had 
a “pig-in-a-poke.” In those days no| let so valuable a subscription list 
one was very proud of being a/as you bought slip through our 
publisher and _ everyone finally] fingers. Now, because I am as 
agreed that something should be| anxious as you are to clear up this 
done about it. So along about 1913 
a group of leading advertisers and 
publishers, representing all fields, 
got together and organized a mu- 
tually financed organization to cor- 
rect this evil. It became known as 
the Audit Bureau of Circulations 
in which my farm publication was 
one of the charter members. The 
operation of the Bureau is simple 
but thorough. It operates much as 
does the federal examination of 
national banks. The publisher is re- 
quired each six months to submit a 
statement which analyzes his circu- 
lation, how it is secured, what is 
paid for it, the number who re- 
new, etc., etc. Traveling auditors 
from the A.B.C. are then at liberty 
to come in at any time, without 
warning, and audit the books of 
the publisher just as a bank ex- 
aminer audits a bank. These ex- 
aminations are so comprehensive 
that no publisher in his right mind 
will “try to fool the auditor’—he 
can’t get away with it, although, 
as you can imagine, it has been 
tried! 


vertisers and because even though 
you were to apply today you could 
not have an audit released by 
A.B.C. for upwards of a year, I am 
willing to make you a proposition 
in good faith: 

First: You are to employ 
nationally known auditors to ana- 
lyze and prepare a statement of 
your “paid circulation list” com- 
parable to our own audit by the 
Audit Bureau of Circulations. 


Second: If this audit, completed 
and submitted on or before Dec. 
31, 1940, shows your publication 
to have a six month average net 
paid individual subscription list 
of 5,021 copies—or exactly half 
of what you claim in your letter 
of Nov. 8, AUTOMOTIVE NEWS 
will donate to the Detroit Com- 
munity Fund the sum of Five 
Hundred Dollars ($500) provided, 
of course, you will agree to do- 
nate a similar amount if the 


Coming Events 


DECEMBER 


2- 6—New York (Hotel Astor). Ameri- 
can Society of Mechanical Engi- 
neers annual meeting. 

2-7—Oklahoma City. Automobile Show. 

9-11—Chicago (Morrison Hotel). Na- 
tional heel and Rim Assn. An- 
nual Convention. 

9-13—New York. National Assn. 
Manufacturers, Annual Meeting. 

9-14—Chicago (Navy Pier). Annual 
Automot ve Service Industries 

ow 
10—Chicago. Motor and Equipment 
Manufacturers Assn. Annual Meet- 
ing. 
10—Seattle. 
Automobil 


Now, because you mentioned the 
A.B.C. in your letter, Bill, you 
rather leave the inference that 
whenever you get ready to apply 
for membership you will be ad- 
mitted and an immediate audit will 
substantiate the fact that on Nov. 
8 you had a “paid circulation of 
10,042 copies” which, of course, I 
know you believe to be true but 
which I am equally sure is not a 
statement of fact. I am sure you 
have been misinformed as to what 
the term “paid subscription list” 
means as a Standard trade term 
between publisher and advertiser | JANUARY 
in this business. These standards | 16 Dennen. ,{Book-Cadillac). SAE 
include definite regulations as to | 29-23—Pittsburgh. National hiieaaiiiid 
the amount paid by the subscriber, | Dealers Assn. Annual Convention 
the amount netted by the publisher |. E 


: FEBRUARY 
and the length of time a subscrip- | 7-28 — Shreveport, La. (Washington- 
tion can be carried beyond its ex- 


Youree Hotel). American Petroleun 
Institute. Production Meeting. 

piration date and still counted as} MARCH 

legitimate, all of which tends to| 


shrink the total paid circulation | 


of 


Annual meeting 
Dealers Assn. 


Seatth 


3- 7—Washington (Mayflower). Amer- 
ican Society for Testing Materials. 
Meeting. 


situation for the benefit of our ad-| 


are 








Will the Lion Lie Down with the Lamb? 


completed audit does not prov 
that you have one-half of the 
“10,042 paid subscriptions” which 
your letter of Nov. 8, 1940 “to 
prospective advertisers and ai- 
vertising agencies” claims. 
This offer is submitted in th 
friendliest terms and on a basis ¢! 
good sportsmanship. I am certait 
our many mutual friends in thi 
big. closely-knit industry will ge 
a kick out of awaiting the return 
and although either you or I wil 
be a loser, the Detroit Communit 
Fund will be $500 richer which, ! 
know, will give both of us a ger: 
uine source of satisfaction. Wh: 
do you say? Cordially.—G.MS. 


.. » Years Ago 


—from Automotive News files 


Fifteen Years Ago 
Locomobile introduces its Ne 
“Ninety” series; list price rang 
from $5,500 to $7,500 on standat 
models . .. General Motors comme 
selling at $145 a share and a s/t 
cial dividend of $5 is declared ‘ 
Hardwood lumber companies rep0 
an unusually good season in sa‘ 

to automobile companies. 


Ten Years Ago 
Sales of new cars begin to tat 
off as the depression years roar’ 
. Production of new cars & 
trucks crashed to a low of 14* 
units for October or 60 percent 
low 1929 .. . Increasing bank !% 
ures result in lower new car 5” 
due to financial incapability 
purchasers. 


Five Years Ago _ 

Ford introduces’ the Linco: 
Zephyr V-12 . 500,000 pers? 
attend automobile show in ¢ 
cago ... German automobile 
in the United States for the sh 
tell how their new leader, A& 
Hitler, is reviving the autome 
business in Germany, _ includ: 
elimination of almost all taxes 
new cars. 


One Year Ago : 

General Motors Corp. and ¥¢ 
eral Motors Acceptance Corp. 
found guilty of violating the >" 
man anti-trust act, but will ap 
the decision. Four corporate — 
fined $5,000 each, but 12° 
uals are freed. 
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IT’S the most powerful attraction for pros- 
pects a dealer ever had! A magnet to pull 
them in! A natural to demonstrate! A 
clincher to close sales! And the strongest 
kind of an influence on gilt-edged deals! 
With Hydra- Matic Drive to lead the way 
...and the widest, finest line of cars in Olds’ 
43-year history with which to follow up... 
Oldsmobile dealers are going to town. Octo- 
ber Oldsmobile sales were the biggest since 


oa RR REN NET 





oan Olds has been in business. November orders 
tandat so far promise another record-breaking fall 
omm month. This all points to one fact: Oldsmo- 
a Spe: bile dealers are swinging into 1941 with the 
red : greatest profit opportunity ever. Step ahead 
ape with the car ahead...GO with Olds for 1941! 
to f 
roar 
irs ak 
154. 
ent Of 


For full particulars on Hydra- 
Matic Drive...on Oldsmobile’s 
six great lines for 41... and 
on a franchise that’s made 
to order for making money, 
write in complete confidence 
to D. E. RALSTON, Gen- 
eral Sales Manager, Olds- 
mobile, Lansing, Michigan. 


2, OLDSMOBILE 
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“Our job is a job of merchandis- 
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Dealers’ Defeatist Attitude Hit at Kans. Conventioy 
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Cargile Cites Patriotic Duties; 
Collard to Head Association 


By H. H. James 
Staff Correspondent 
TOPEKA, Kans.—“Too many 
dealers are taking a defeatist at- 
titude,” L. C. Cargile, senior vice- 
president of National Automobile 
Dealers Assn., told 300 persons at- 
tending the annual meeting of the 
Kansas Motor Car Dealers Assn. 
here last week. 


Cargile, the principal speaker, 
noted that “a great many dealers 
are making splendid profits” be- 
cause they “do not waste their 
time fighting the other dealers in 
their community. 


Chevrolet Dealers 
Gather in Detroit 


For Conferences 


DETROIT. — Eighteen Chevrolet 
dealers representing the retail or- 
ganizations of their respective re- 
gions will meet here today and 
Tuesday to discuss dealer policies 
and programs with central office 
officials. Nine of them will serve 
on the national dealer planning 
committee; the others on the na- 
tional dealer used car committee. 

A part of the committee system 
established by W. E. Holler, Chev- 
rolet general sales manager, this 
representation of the retail force 
in policy discussions stems from the 
quality dealer program fostered by 
Holler during his seven years as 
sales executive for the division. 

Business sessions of the commit- 
tees will include special luncheons 
each day and a group banquet 
Monday evening. 


Keeshin Will Add 200 


Trucks to Aid Defense 


BUFFALO. — Keeshin Motor Ex- 
press has purchased 200 additional 
trucks and trailers for delivery next 
spring at a cost of $500,000, it was 
revealed by John L. Keeshin, presi- 
dent, at the annual banquet of the 
Transportation Club of Buffalo. 


“Trucks are destined to play an 
increasingly important role in the 
defense program,” Keeshin said. 
“These new trucks, added to our 
fleet of 2,100, will provide facilities 
to speed the transportation of parts 
and finished products to and from 
industries engaged in defense pro- 
duction. 





t Apaw2452A 


STAINLESS 


18-8 FLIES FOR UNCLE SAM 


How special materials contribute 
to aeronautical progress is exempli- 
fied by the various uses for stain- 
less steel—the familiar 18-8 variety 
containing 18% chromium and 8% 
Nickel. This corrosion - resistant 
material offers unusual structural 
strength, lends itself admirably to 
the design of extremely light weight 
structures, and is particularly use- 
ful in aircraft. Many manufacturing 
plants throughout this country are 
now producing parts for aircraft— 
tail assemblies, fuel tanks, control 
surfaces, wing sections, nacelle fire 
walls, etc. Production is speeded 
because fabrication of stainless 
steel units can be handled without 
disturbing facilities now employed 
in handling of other types of 
metals. In addition to its high ten- 
sile properties, Nickel-containing 





stainless steel offers excellent high- 
temperature properties and is very 
stable at 


sub-zero temperatures 
where ordinary 
metals tend to 
become brittle. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N. Y. 















association, 


Conference, 
entirely to the effect of the mora- 



























ing,” he continued. “Let us re- 


member that our nation now is in 
a great crisis. Many of our fac- 


tories are being called upon and 


will be called upon to play a re- 


sponsible part in national defense. 


The automobile companies will en- 


ter into this program  whole- 


heartedly, even though it may en- 
tail great burdens. It is our duty 


as dealers to regulate our own 
business establishments so that we 
may carry on through the years 


of crisis. This is our patriotic duty 
—to do all that we can to main- 


tain our nation’s present business 
structure.” 

Directors and officers of the as- 
sociation were banqueted by the 


new car dealers of Topeka. At a 


noon luncheon the next day, at 
which time dealers from over the 


state gathered, C. E. Olander, of 


Wichita, retiring president of the 
introduced the two 
principal speakers. J. K. Hudson, 
president of American Finance 
devoted his address 


torium of the conscription bill on 
the automobile and finance busi- 
ness. 

Cargile gave a complete analysis 
of the Wage and Hour act. 

The new board of directors, 
which will take over in 1941, met 
before the buffet supper and eve- 
ning entertainment program, and 
elected the new officers of the as- 
sociation for the year ahead. 

Bert Collard, of Leavenworth, 
was elevated to the presidency. H. 
A. Bartell, of Ellis, was elected 
vice-president, and G. F. Puffer, 
Topeka, was reelected secretary- 
treasurer. Clive R. Lane, present 
executive secretary of the associa- 
tion, also was elected to serve an- 
other year. 

Entertainment features of the 
convention came under the direc- 
tion of Levi Jones, sales manager 
of Mosby-Mack Motor Co., of To- 
peka, and G. F. Puffer, of Blevans 
Chevrolet Co., Topeka. 


Synthetic Rubber 
Shortage Feared 


DETROIT. — W. J. McCortney, 
head of Chrysler plastics laboratory, 
told the Detroit chapter of Society 
of Automotive Engineers last week 
that the problem in rubber supplies 
today is that there is more likely 
to be a shortage of synthetic before 
there is a shortage in natural rub- 
ber. 

McCortney presented a compre- 
hensive picture of the past, pres- 
ent and future of synthetic rubber 
making. He also outlined the uses 
to which synthetic rubber is being 
put in automotive equipment today. 

Following McCortney’s presenta- 
tion the latest findings of specific 
companies working with different 
types of synthetics were outlined. 
These discussions were by R. P. 
Dinsmore of Goodyear Tire & Rub- 
ber Co.; Waldo L. Semon of Hydro- 
Carbon Chemicals, Inc.; E. R. 
Bridgewater, duPont Co.; E. Light- 
bown of Standard Oil Co., and 
Bevis Longstretch of Thickol Corp. 

From an economic standpoint, it 
was revealed that current syn- 
thetics cost about 60 cents a pound, 
but if capacities were available this 
could be brought down to 25 cents 
a pound, whereas natural rubber is 
about 20 cents a pound. The latter 
price is maintained high artificially 
and could be dropped to as low as 
10 cents if competition from the 
synthetic product became acute. 


Oklahoma City Sales 
Expected to Increase 

OKLAHOMA CITY.—A cold snap 
here put used car dealers to 
polishing up the models on display 
in anticipation of renewed interest 
in buying. 

This fact, together with stabiliza- 
tion among the ranks of draft-age 
buyers and the probability of in- 
creased business activity in this 
area during the next three months 
has most dealers fairly optimistic. 








A QUARTER-MILE underneath Detroit’s west side, International Salt Co.’s 


mine 
shop 


roduces many thousand tons of roc 
n this underground crystal city, with Mine Foreman Edward Yipe 
(in the Ford car), conferring with a member of the mine’s mechanical staff. 


k salt a year. This is the machine 


Oil Industry Fully Prepared, 


Annual API 


By Mel Adams 
Staff Correspondent 
CHICAGOW—Defense demands 
upon the oil industry occupied 
speakers and the 3,000 delegates 
present last week at the annual 
convention under auspices of 
American Petroleum Institute here 
in the Stevens Hotel. 


What they agreed upon in this 
respect was largely in line with 
what Dr. Gustav Egloff, of Uni- 
versal Oil Products Co., pointed 
out in AvuTomoTive News a week 
ago, namely, that the industry is 
ready for all calls with an un- 
limited supply of petroleum prod- 
ucts for aviation, automobile and 
truck requirements, however great. 
Like Dr. Egloff, too, they ventured 
no predictions on the future price 
trends, although forecasting no in- 
creases as a result of demands of 
the rearmament program. 


After staging their annual meet- 
ing in Chicago for the past five 
years in succession, directors of the 
Institute voted to transfer the 
1941 conclave to San Francisco, the 
dates to be set later. 

Three prominent figures in the 
automobile industry, H. C. Mougey 
of General Motors, W. J. Cameron 
of Ford, and W. S. James of Stude- 
baker, were among the speakers at 
the sessions. 

Mougey pointed out the possi- 
bility of developing a revolutionary 
lightweight diesel engine to meet 
national defense requirements. He 
added that recent research work 
indicated the feasibility of such en- 
gines with great power at weights 
as low as three pounds per horse- 
power, as compared with the 
present diesel weights of 10 pounds. 
Weight economy, he declared, could 
be achieved through special con- 
struction and lightweight alloys. 

Mougey also stressed the fact 
that the most important among 
recent developments in diesel en- 
gine operation was inauguration 
this year of main-line, diesel- 
operated freight trains, whereas 
such engines were previously util- 
ized only for passenger trains and 
yard-switching work. 

The oil men were reminded also 
by Mougey that lubricating oils 
today must meet more severe serv- 
ice conditions than ever before as 
a result of the heavy duty they 
are called upon to perform. He 
cited the example of the fleet of 
diesel-powered motor coaches 
which operate between Chicago 
and the Pacific Coast and cover 
20,000 miles monthly. 

“The automobile industry has 
followed the petroleum industry in 
developing automobiles that will 
use improved quality to the best 
advantage,” Mougey added. “In this 
work, improvements in automobile 
engines have followed and _ not 
preceded the development in fuels, 
as obviously it is impossible for 
the automotive industry to market 
cars in large numbers unless the 
fuel to operate them is available.” 

James described by means of 
charts and graphs the viscosity 
classification of lubricants and the 
significance thereof to both the oil 
and automotive industries. 

The talk by Cameron on Thurs- 
day was mostly along general busi- 










Conclave Told 


ness lines and inspirational in na- 
ture. He said that business should 


be regarded by businessmen “as 
one of the great disciplines in life” 
and that they should never fall into 
the error of thinking that business 
has matured. 

Contrary to what is said on the 
other side of the question, Cameron 
declared that products do not 
supplant other products. He cited 
particularly the fact that motor 
cars have not displaced bicycles 


and that a new use has even been 


found for marbles as an aid in 
illuminating highways. 

A report was given Friday morn- 
ing by T. A. Boyd and W. G. 
Lovell, of General Motors re- 
search laboratories, at the session 
on refining. Their report dealt with 
lubricants. At this and other ses- 
sions, emphasis was placed upon 
the need for maintaining motor 
vehicles in proper adjustment at 
all times, the importance of fre- 
quent checkups, and the economy 
resulting from removal of carbon 
in order to get the maximum out 


of anti-knock gasoline. 


President Axtell J. Byles, of New 
York, and all of the other 1940 of- 
ficers were re-elected for another 
one-year term at the final board 
meeting of the 21st annual con- 
vention of the association. 


Fred Van Covern, API’s director 
of statistics, revealed that Ameri- 
can production of aviation gaso- 
line of all grades has reached a 
record peak of about 45,000,000 
gallons a month, and that stocks 
are currently about 5,700,000 barrels, 
or nearly 240,000,000 gallons. 


“Despite the tremendous ad- 
vances in aviation in this country 
in the past decade,” he asserted, 
“few people realize that consump- 
tion of motor fuel by airplanes has 
been almost insignificant in com- 
= with total fuel consump- 
ion.” 


Members were told of the rapid 
transition of the industry into a 
gigantic chemical enterprise de- 
riving from crude oil a variety of 
products such as perfumes, dyes, 
fruit essences, synthetic silks and 
ears plastics, paints, lacquers, 
etc. 

Baird H. Markman, chairman of 
a special committee, notified the 
convention that elections in four 
states on Nov. 5 resulted in pro- 
tection of motorists against efforts 
to divert gasoline funds to non- 
highway purposes. He cited also 
the action in Missouri where a 
proposal to increase that state’s 
gasoline tax one cent a gallon was 
defeated, and in Louisiana, where 
voters disapproved of local gasoline 
taxes and the return to highway 
uses of proceeds of one cent of the 
gallonage tax previously diverted 
to other uses. 


’ . 
St. Louis Toll Up 
ST. LOUIS. — Traffic fatalities here 
for the first nine months of this year 
were 12 for each 100,000 population as 
compared with 9.5 in the like period 
last year and the city skidded from 
third to sixth place in safety rating 
among cities of more than 500,000 
population. Deaths attributable to ‘au- 
tos this year were 98 as of Nov. 12 
as. asainst 81 for the same period in 


1939 








Wis. Court Okays 
State Act Limit; 
Strikes, Picketing 


MADISON. — The 1939 Wisconsi, 
employment relations act, Which 
limits strikes and Picketing, * wa, 
upheld unanimously by the’ sta; 
supreme court Nov. 8. The on 
held that there is no violation » 
freedom of speech in the labor Igy 
and pointed out that all right; 
guaranteed under the Constitutio, 
“are subject to limitations,” 

The free speech test grew oy 
of a year-old strike at two Mj. 
waukee hotels. The five unig; 
contesting the law claimed ¢p. 
stitutional rights were abridge 
when the state labor board, uphej 
by the circuit court, called th 
strike illegal, found the unioy 
guilty of unfair labor practice, an 
forbade pickets to call the hotej 
unfair. 

The unions will petition for , 
rehearing and if this is denied, » 
the court reaffirms its decision 
they will appeal to the U. §, x. 
preme court, according to couns¢ 

The statute is being attacked by 
the United Electrical Radio ani 
Machine Workers _ Local 111 
(CIO), growing out of a strike a 
the Allen-Bradley Co., Milwaukee 
on the grounds that it attempts ty 
regulate interstate commerce in 
conflict with federal law. This 
issue was not raised in the hotd 
case. 


October Rubber 
o 
Imports High 

WASHINGTON. — Imports of 
rubber into the U. S. in October 
amounted to 74,696 long tons valued 
at $28,560,339, or 17.1 cents pe 
pound, according to advance r- 
ports to the department of Con- 
merce. This compares with the 
all-time record of 78,792 long tons 
imported in September and 730% 
in August, 1940. The October in- 
ports were the second highest for 
any month in the history of this 
trade. 

Total imports for 10 months o 
1940 were 646,894 long tons, col: 
pared with 385,398 in the first 1! 
months of 1939. 

The declared value of 17.1 cent 
per pound in October was slight) 
lower than in recent months, th 
figure for September being 14 
cents, August 17.5 cents and Ju) 
17.7 cents. 

Domestic stocks of rubber heli 
by the United States governmett 
under the Cotton-Rubber Agr 
ment, and through Rubber Resert 
Co., amounted to 63,568 long tons 
at the end of October, an increas 
from 50,425 long tons of Agr 
ment Rubber on Sept. 28. 


Phileo Sees Good Sales 
For Car Radios in 19! 


PHILADELPHIA. — “Since t 
New York Automobile Show, re 
sales of 1941 automobiles have + 
ceeded the most optimistic hope 
of that industry and present Pm 
pects indicate an all-time recor 
for the forthcoming year,’ S4y5 ° 
E. Carpenter, Philco Corp. manag" 
of automobile radio sales. _ / 

“Naturally this factor will r 
reflected favorably on the sale . 
automobile radios, and adde a 
the greater appeal of the a 
designed Philco 1941 automo?" 
radio models, all indications 
to one of the greatest unit par 
sales years since their prac 
inception in 1931.” 















































































































4,000,000th Person 


Visits Ford Rotuntl 
DEARBORN. — The Ford f 
tunda, one of Detroit’s forem™ 
tourist attractions and § as 
point for tours through | 
Ford Rouge plant, recently 
ceived its 4,000,000th visiter. 5 
Up to Nov. 1, a total of a 
049 persons had registere the 
Rotunda guest cards since > 
building was opened to the P 
lic in May, 1936. 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON 


No accurate record of popular vote 





MARTIN VAN BUREN 
Popular vote, 762,978 
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JAMES BUCHANAN 


ynths of Popular vote, 1,838,169 


1S, COM: 
first 10 





No accurate record of popular vote 





WILLIAM HARRISON 
Popular vote, 1,275,016 


JOHN ADAMS 








JOHN TYLER 


Vice-President, succeeding 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON 


No accurate record of popular vote 


No accurate record of popular vote 





rs 
JAMES POLK 
Popular vote, 1,337,243 


William Harrison upon latter’s death 





JAMES MONROE 


No accurate record of popular vote 





ZACHARY TAYLOR 
Popular vote, 1,360,099 





Onby 2 (eesidenia have received meet tv 


Wide LIFE gi cach week! 


EEK IN,WEEK OUT, each issue 

of LIFE wins a total audience 

of more than 20,000,000 readers* 

—a greater number of people than 

have voted for any but two of our 

31 Presidents in 151 years of our 
history. 

This is more people than ever be- 


This LIFE does with its unique pic- 
ture-and-word editorial technique— 
reporting, interpreting, clarifying ina 
vigorous way that makes truth and 
reality fresh, easy to grasp, and fas- 
cinating. 

That is why millions are eager 
to pay out more money for LIFE 


than is paid out for any other 
magazine. And it is why these 
millions like to pass LIFE on to 
millions more to see, read, and 
absorb, 

It is the reason why LIFE has be- 
come so solidly established as a ne- 
cessity of modern American liv- 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 
Popular vote, 108,740 





MILLARD FILLMORE 
Vice-President, succeeding Zachary 
Taylor upon latter’s death 





ANDREW JACKSON 
Popular vote in 1828 . . . 647,286; 
in 1832 . . . 687,502 





FRANKLIN PIERCE 
Popular vote, 1,601,474 





ANDREW JOHNSON 
Vice-President, succeeding Abraham 
Lincoln, upon latter’s death 
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slight fore have read each issue of any mag- ing—and the most potent marketing 
ths, the azine. And it is no flash-in-the-pan force in America. 
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er held h ‘ti “ea P zine Audiences. Latest audience totals, 
ave a positive, urgent hunger tor from Report No. 4: 
— illuminating, understandable, cOUR'S .... 14,750,000 | 
helpful information about the LIBERTY 12,900,000 j 
—————;, : . ° ee ee p J ' 
breath-taking world in which LIFE .... . . . 20,450,000 
Agree- they live. SATEVEPOST .. . . 13,050,000 





ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
Popular vote in 1860 . . . 1,866,452; 
in 1864... 2,216,037 








performance—no matter of chance. 


For LIFE consistently offers 
what millions of Americans today 














“« “ “ 
*Scientifically established and reported 
by LIFE’s Continuing Study of Maga- 





ULYSSES GRANT 
Popular votg in 1868 . . . 3,015,071; 
in 1872 .. . 3,597,132 
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GROVER CLEVELAND 
Popular vote in 1884... 4,911,017; 
in 1892... 5,556,918 


CHESTER ALAN ARTHUR 
Vice-President, succeeding James 
Garfield, upon latter’s death 


RUTHERFORD HAYES 
Popular vote, 4,033,768 


JAMES GARFIELD 
Popular vote, 4,449,053 


BENJAMIN HARRISON 
Popular vote, 5,440,216 


WILLIAM McKINLEY 
Popular vote in 1896 . . . 7,035,638; 
in 1900 . . . 7,219,530 


THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
Popular vote, 7,628,834 
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yb WILLIAM TAFT 
Popular vote, 7,679,006 





: - 
{/\ 
CALVIN COOLIDGE 
Popular vote, 15,725,016 


WOODROW WILSON 
Popular vote in 1912... 6,286,214; 
= in 1916... 9,129,606 


WARREN HARDING 
Popular vote, 16,152,200 


FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT 
Popular vote in 1932... 22,821,857; 
in 1936. . .27,752,309; 
in 1940. , .27,000,000 (est.) 


HERBERT HOOVER 
Popular vote, 21,392,190 
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Company Reports Show Motor Div 
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Automotive Shares Continue 
To Maintain Previous Gains 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—A pleasant holiday 
season is in store for the stock- 
holders of many automotive com- 
panies judging from recent declara- 
tions by boards of directors. 
Sharply higher payments are in 
store for November and December 
in comparison with a year ago. 

Meanwhile, as a result of the 
post-election rallies in the stock 
markets, prices of automotive se- 
curities are, in the average, near 
their highs for the year. 

Declarations of dividends by 
passenger car and truck companies 
in October called for distribution 


Hupp Bankruptcy 
Plea Is Approved 


NEW YORK.—Hupp Motor Car 
Corp. reports that an order has 
been entered approving a petition 
for its reorganization filed under 
the bankruptcy act, according to an 
announcement by the New York 
Stock Exchange. 


U. S. Will Investigate 


Wage-Hour Violators 


DETROIT. — Discovery of viola- 
tions of the Wage and Hour Law 
in any of the branch establish- 
ments of an enterprise doing busi- 
ness on a national or regional 
scale immediately will be followed 
by inspections of all branch es- 
tablishments of the firm found in 
violation. 

Instructions have been sent to all 
regional offices to make this prac- 
tice standard procedure, Col. Philip 


B. Fleming, administrator of the 
Wage and Hour division, said. 


STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 
Previous 

Week 

24 motors . 24.83 
10 car-truck co.’s .... 36.48 
10 parts-access. 27.90 
4 tire-rubbers cos BOsee 


Latest 
Week 
37.21 
39.00 
29.85 
18.77 


Year 
Ago 
37.13 
39.49 
27.91 
25.10 


Change 
+2.38 
+2.52 
1.95 


+1.00 


of $8,600,000 to stockholders, as 
against $350,000 in September and 
$150,000 in October of last year. 
For the first 10 months of the 
year, dividend declarations by this 
group of companies amounted to 
$157,000,000 as compared with $127,- 
030,000 in the like 1939 period. 

Parts and accessory companies 
last month declared’ dividends 
amounting to $2,570,000 against 
$2,200,000 a year ago. This brought 
their declarations for the first 10 
months to $46,000,000 compared with 
$34,835,000 a year ago. 

The total declarations in October 
amounted to $11,170,000 against 
$2,350,000 a year ago, and for the 
first 10 months the total was $203,- 
000,000 compared with $161,865,000. 

There is no denying that right 
now the financial community is 
taking a bright view of the outlook 
for automotive company sales and 
earnings. This in part accounted 
for the fact that in the periods of 
decline in the stock market last 
week, particularly on Tuesday, the 
motor shares made _ impressive 
stands against the trend and when 
they did decline their losses were 
comparatively small. 


Timken Roller Profit 


CANTON, O.—Timken Roller Bear- 
ing announces a net income of $6,940.- 
598 for the nine-month period ending 
Sept. 30. 


THE NEW YORK MIRROR 


announces 


E. V. McCOY 


Automobile Editor of the 


Mirror for seven years 


has been appointed 


MANAGER 


of the 


DETROIT OFFICE 


7-245 General Motors Bldg. 


x> 





"41 Show Visitors 
Spend More Time 
DETROIT.—Tendency of 1941 

automobile show visitors to 

spend more time inspecting the 
latest cars was reported from 
major cities where shows were 
held following the Detroit and 

New York introductory shows. 
Hailed as evidence that rising 

sales curves mean genuine buy- 
ing interest on the part of the 
public, the average show visitor 
this year remains 20 to 35 min- 
utes longer than ever before, a 
sampling of first-day arrivals 
and departures shows. Reason 
for the increase, as explained 
by one Tulsa (Okla.) visitor, is 
that “it’s harder than ever to 
make yourself climb out of these 
latest models once you step in- 
side,” Plymouth reports. 


Morris Elected 
Honorary Head 


Of Old Timers 


NEW YORK.—The board of di- 
rectors of Automobile Old Timers 
elected at the annual meeting, met 
Nov. 8 at the national head- 
quarters and perfected the or- 
ganization for the ensuing year. 


Newly elected officers consist of 
Dave Hennen Morris, honorary 
president; George Conrad Diehl, 
president; David Beecroft, first 
vice-president; Arthur Lee New- 
ton, second vice-president; John 
Van Benschoten, third vice-presi- 
dent; Elmer Thompson, treasurer 
and Frederick H. Elliott, secretary. 


Plans for a program of activities 
will be considered at a meeting of 
the executive committee to be 
held at the headquarters in the 
Hotel Roosevelt, Nov. 22. 


* * * 


Old Timers Feted 


By Charlotte GM Club 


CHARLOTTE, N. C.—“Old- 
timers” in the automobile business 
here were guests of honor Nov. 11 
of the Charlotte General Motors 
Club at luncheon. Among the old- 
timers attending were: A. W. Sut- 
ton, oldest retail sales manager, 
Pyramid Chevrolet Co.; Roy C. 
Hermon, oldest service man, with 
Lee A. Folger, Inc., 24 years; C. 
B. Muse, oldest retail salesman, 
with Lee A. Folger, Inc., 22 years; 
C. A. Westmoreland, service man- 
ager with Lee A. Folger, 24 years; 
G. C. Thomas, GM dealer, Thomas 
Cadillac-Olds, Inc.; C. J. Peters, 
GM, employed as zone manager, 
with Chevrolet 21 years; Miss 
Ellie Turner, cashier Chevrolet, 17 
years; Fred Anderson, retail auto- 
mobile business (used cars), 25 
years. 


Obituaries— 


Albert Allen 


CEDAR RAPIDS, Ia.—Albert Allen, 
68, pioneer automobile dealer of 
northeastern Iowa, died Nov. 6 at 
Elkader. Allen first entered the auto- 
mobile business in 1902, and sold the 
first gasoline powered car in Clayton 
county — a curved-dash Oldsmobile. 
He later organized the Allen Motor 
Co. distributors of Buick, Oldsmobile 
and Cadillac. Se 


Frank Kranz 


ST. LOUIS.—Frank Kranz, 67, presi- 
dent and treasurer of Kranz Automo- 
tive Body Co., died Nov. 11 of cancer 
at Lutheran Convalescent Home. Kranz 
pioneered in the manufacture of cus- 
tom bodies for trucks. With his 
brother, H. J. Kranz, he organized the 
Kranz Carriage and Wagon Co. 50 
years ago and in 1904 the firm name 
was changed to the present title. 

* ” 


Phillip L. Irwin 


LINCOLN, Neb.—Phillip L. 
well-known in the automotive 
died at his home here Nov. 11. He had 
been in poor health for over a year. 
He was a member of the Plymouth 
sales promotion staff and later as re- 
gional manager for Chrysler sales di- 
vision at various times in Pittsburgh, 
New York and Boston. 


* * * 


J. Borton Weeks 


PHILADELPHIA.—J. Borton Weeks, 
49, who as_ president of Keystone 
Automobile Club for the last 20 years 
was one of the nation’s outstanding 
champions of motorists rights, died 
Nov. 14. He also had been president 
f American Motorists Assn. and had 
served as first vice-president of Auto- 
mobile Touring Alliance and a_di- 
rector of American Road _ Builders 
Assn. 


Irwin, 
trade, 


HOW THE DISAPPEARING 


curbs or 


Financia) 


‘*fins’’ 


+ Note 


how the two curbs, on the left, are lowered to the level of the street, thereby 


giving three two-car-abreast lanes toward the city as against on 


e lane jn 


the opposite direction, when the morning rush towards the business Section 


is heaviest. 


Chicago Traffic is Relieved 
By Disappearing Curbs 


Special to Automotive News 

CHICAGO. — Like other cities, 
Chicago has widened some of its 
important streets to take care of 
heavy traffic through the city. 
However, this move failed to solve 
the problem on North Side Outer 
Drive in Lincoln Park. 

The Chicago Park district then 
solved the problem by designing 
and placing in operation what are 
known as “fins” which may be 
raised or lowered so as to distribute 
traffic that otherwise would be 
snarled. 

The photographs show where the 
“fins” are arranged for downtown- 


bound, homeward-bound and nor-) 


mal traffic of cars. 


Otto K. Jelinek, traffic engineer 
of Chicago Park district, explained 
the operation of the disappearing 
and reappearing “curbs,” along the 
thoroughfare. In so doing, he added 
that so far as is known, Chicago 
is the first city to adopt them. 

There are three such “fins,” each 
a separation for two lanes of cars. 
When southbound traffic is heav- 
iest the west and center fins drop 
down; when the travel peak is 
northward, the east and center fins 
are depressed, and when it’s nor- 
mal in both directions, the east 
and west fins are dropped to street 
level, leaving the one in the center 
as the dividing point. 


Constructed of metal, the fins 


Truck Tax Legal, 
Wis. Court Rules 


MADISON.—The state truck tax 
law was upheld by the state su- 
preme court here Nov. 8 when it 
affirmed a Green Bay municipal 
court decision in the case of Ray- 
mond Aulik, Antigo, truck driver 
for the Trade-Well Co., vs. the 
state. 


The case was appealed to the 
high court on the contention that 
the law was an unfair discrimina- 
tion against truck owners com- 
pared with other users of the high- 
ways. 

Aulik was arrested Sept. 13, 1939, 
by Percy wu. Wilson, inspector for 
the state motor vehicle depart- 
ment, in Green Bay, on a charge 
of operating a truck on which the 
tax had not been paid. 


197,164 Vehicles Use 
Turnpike in Ist 3 Weeks 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS). 
A total of 197,164 motor vehicles 
used the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
during the first three weeks after 
its opening on Oct. 1, or a daily 
average of 9,290 cars and trucks, 


it was reported last week by the| 


turnpike commission. 


Tolls amounted to $168,037. Origi- 
nal estimates of traffic engineers 
for the period had been set at 
$156,000. Although it costs $1.50 for 
cars to use the turnpike the full 


distance from Harrisburg to Pitts- | 


burgh, the average toll paid was 86 
cents. About seven hours is required 
|by trucks to cover the distance 
from downtown Harrisburg to 
| downtown Pittsburgh, the engi- 
j neers report. 








have an inverted U shape and ar 
eight inches in height when raised 
forming an effective curb. Hydray. 
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hour so as not to interfere with]! 


moving cars which normally travel 
at least 30 miles per hour, th 
speed permitted in the park. A push 
of the button hydraulically lowers 
the fins at the same rate. 


Oklahoma Urged 
To Coordinate Its 


Truck, Bus Taxes}. 


OKLAHOMA CITY.—Oklahoma’ J, 


state government is losing tax rev- 


enue daily because of lack of co- }, 


ordinated regulation and taxation 


of trucks and buses, Fred M. Cline, }; 


secretary of Associated Motor Car- 
riers of Oklahoma, has announced. 


Faced with a fight for restoration }wi 


of a mileage tax eliminated by the 


last legislature, because of declin- §: 


ing state revenues, Cline added 


that “it will be impossible to flv 
establish anything like a fair law juti 
to all concerned, the government, jt 


the public and the motor industry, 
until officials compile some basic 
data. 


“Everyone has a different idea of J” 
what ought to be done based upon | 


his personal knowledge of abuses. 
So, we have the picture of a state 
not receiving the income it shouli 
get, while one truck operator, using 
the same equipment, doing the 
same job, sometimes pays 10 times 
the taxes of another.” 

Cline insists that the state occa 
sionally discovers back taxes, ofte: 
not paid, because of misunderstant- 
ing of the law “that total enous! 
to break the fellow.” 


Eastern Truck Merger 
Opposed by Teamster 


WASHINGTON.—The first majot 
opposition to the application ® 
Transport Co. of New York fo 
Interstate Commerce Commissie? 
approval of its proposal merge 
of 23 large eastern motor carriers 
was under consideration last we 
Both the International Brotherhoo 
of Teamsters, claiming to repres®, 
600,000 drivers and _ helpers, 2 
National Industrial Traffic Least? 
protested against the permit beim 
granted. ‘ 

The labor organization charge? 
“disastrous economic dislocation : 
an estimated 2,000 of the 8,800 
ployes involved would result ri 
the consolidation and the es 
league charged the purchase Pt " 
proposed are excessive and — 
against subsequent refinancing 
over-capitalization. 


Pun Dept. 


Don’t NASH your teeth over 
this one, but Hal FORD of = 
Francisco reports that he : 
cently sold a PONTIAC AND 
Mr. LINCOLN of OAKL “ 
and took a MERCURY in aoe 
HUPP until now this is the ir 
such deal reported. 
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DETROIT. Business conditions 
oughout the United States, with 
exceptions, showed a healthy 
, during October according to 
mres just released through the 
ness survey department of 
booke, Smith, French & Dorrance, 
advertising concern. These 
wes show gains in 121 of the 
Ml trading areas. 
Of the remaining areas, accord- 
«to the survey, 18 registered a 
‘ight decline from the previous 
wonth while eight were without 
hange. 
The report states that the great- 
st gains were registered in the 
lowing areas: Altoona, Bangor, 
jilings, Camden, Canton, Cedar 
mpids, Charleston, W. Va., Chi- 
go, Colorado Springs, Dallas, 
javenport, Des Moines, Dubuque, 
Ths Paso, Evansville, Flint, Ft. 
Worth, Grand Forks, Kalamazoo, 
Kansas City, Lansing, Lincoln, 
and are pittle Rock, Memphis, Minot, Nash- 
N raised fille, New Orleans, New York, 
Hydrav. 
elevated 
miles an 


tatin 

und.” Non 
‘t, there), 
e lane jp 
88 Section 
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Purchasing Men 


iy mej Note No Hoarding 
A Of Raw Materials 
Y lowers 


NEW YORK.— Although there is 
ridespread effort to get supplies 
or commercial manufacturing 
ed perations before government or- 
rs enter lines of trade, there is 
» ts » noticeable accumulation or 
= warding of materials at the pres- 
_Jat time, according to the monthly 
aXes rport of the business survey com- 
nittee of National Assn. of Pur- 
chasing Agents. 
This situation was attributed to 
‘““ ithe fact that inventories have not 
taxation en high, while operations in most 
A. Cline, lines have increased. 
tor Ca] “If the fear that the more im- 
lounced Foortant materials for manufacture 
toration fvill be actually short can be allevi- 
| by the fated for a month or so more,” the 
declin. freport held, “there will be no 
added foccasion for skyrocketing price 
ble to fkvels or artificial shortages even to 
air law Jutisfy the high rate of production 
rnment, fthat is expected at least through 
dustry, fthe year to come.” 
e basic} Purchasing men, according to the 


ahoma's 
tax rey- 
t Of co- 


oulletin, are extending commit- ; 


idea of (ents and increasing inventories 
d upon #NServatively, realizing that “the 
abuses, §2"esent furore more than likely will 
a state |SUbside to a considerable extent, 
should #4t which time production schedules 
. using {29d requirements can be more 
g the |osely aligned and leveled out. 

) times 


on (tiffin to Head 


, often ns 
ot! =~ Sales Promotion 
nougt | DETROIT. Increased Cadillac 
sales and prospects of further ex- 
pansion have resulted in a re-align- 
ment of field forces and addition 
_[o% a new zone sales promotion 
stef’ | manager, D. E. Ahrens, general 
major ~ manager, announced Satur- 
+ | day. 
k for]. Frank H. Griffin, for seven years 
ission |" Charge of the sales-service de- 
rerge! partment at the factory, has been 





irriers appointed to su- 
week pervise sales pro- 
rhood motion in a newly 
resent created South- 
and eastern territory. | 
eague George Mitche!l 
being will have charge 


of the Northeast- 
ern and Central 





arged : 

r states, while R.| 
yn Ob ‘ 

) eft M. Jordan contin- 
from — | ues as zone sales 
raf t promotion mana- 
prices F. H. Griffin ger in the South- 
asl western and 
i v 


ani | Western territory. 

Griffin. a Cadillac veteran, has 
Served in sales and distribution 

—"| throughout his 19 years with the 

Company. As head of the sales 


service department he directed, 


ver Customer - driveaways, an activity 
5a0/} that has grown rapidly in impor- 
re tance in Cadillac’s distribution 
» a He will be succeeded in the} 
ND Sales-service department by Ed 
de ward F. Korft 
rst 

Pets Wemholl I irt DD 
— , 





Oakland, Omaha, Oshkosh, Raleigh, 
Rockford, San Diego, Savannah, 
Sioux Falls, Springfield, Mo., St. 
Joseph, St. Paul, Wichita, and 
Winston-Salem. 

These areas were above normal 
in October: Albuquerque, Atlanta, 
Bakersfield, Baltimore, Billings, 
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arp Business Gains for October 





Makers’ Census 
Shows Decline 


In Output Value 


WASHINGTON. — The biennial 
census of manufacturers, released 
last week, reveals that the total 
value of output of makers of mo- 
tor vehicles, bodies, parts, and 
accessories in 1939 was $4,039,930,- 
733, or 23.5 percent under the 
$5,279,696,851 reported in 1937. 


Boise, Casper, Fargo, Green Bay, PACKARD ANNOUNCES the addition of a new line of taxicabs for national Total vehicles produced was 


i i distributi Bs Federal Corp. of New York. A fleet of 362 . 
Hartford, Indianapolis, Jackson- <a. a. tan Sivcted te Pastasd Teternl ont are now in operation in| 3,524,757 contrasted with 4,732,553 


ville, Kalamazoo, Knoxville, Man-| greater New York. Negotiations for an additional 700 cabs are expected to be|two years earlier. Of these, 2,822,- 
chester, Miami, Mobile, Norfolk,| completed within the next few weeks. In addition to the New York type cab, 261 were passenger cars; 4,675 were 


i :_| already in operation, Packard is building a standard type taxi with offset ; 
Reading, Reno, Sacramento, Sagi partition ecat facing to the rear. Both types of cabs will be sold nationally | motor buses; 441,750 were commer- 


naw, South Bend, Spokane, Ta-| through Packard Federal. 





cial-type vehicles, and 26,021 were 


coma, Tampa, Terre Haute, Wash- trailers. 

ington, Wilmington and Winston- : Te be 1,053 tablishments 
: ; ing to William A. Van Duzer, traf There were 1, establis 

Salem. 3,700 Cars Junked ae desiae in 1939 compared with 986 in 1937; 


—_ By Washington Test 
Fairbanks Elected WASHINGTON. — One year of 
NEWPORT, N. H.—(UTPS).—Harold| compulsory mechanical inspection 


their salaried personnel numbered 


This resulted from inspection of 46,031, whose compensation 
180,000 cars. 


It is admitted that} ,mounted to $114,840,544. Cost of 


G. Fairbanks, head of the local Chev-| of automobiles has resulted in|™any of the cars ordered junked! materials, supplies, fuel, electric 


rolet dealership bearing his name, was 
elected as a member of the Governor's 


orders to junk 3,700 cars registered| have been sold in states where|energy and contract work was 


Council in the recent election. in the District of Columbia, accord-! regulation is less stringent. $2,720,561,158. 







HERE’S no doubt that the 1941 Unisteel Turret Top 

Body by Fisher does more this year than ever before to 
set the new General Motors cars apart from the rest. Here 
Fisher craftsmen have truly scored one of automotive his- 
tory’s greatest achievements—by dressing a more spacious 
interior in the sleekest, fleetest lines a Body by Fisher ever 
had. Above and below you see the brilliant result as adapted 
to the new 1941 Chevrolet. And on the right are a few of the 
major new features this new Body by Fisher brings to 1941 
General Motors cars in every price class. No wonder they’re 


saying, “Body by Fisher is *41’s guide to better value.” 


You'll say “CHEVROLET'S FIRST BECALSE IT’S FINEST! "*— and 
you'll see one reason why in the bre ath-taking new Body by Fisher on 
the 1941 Chevrolet Special De Luxe Sport Sedan. It's a longer, lower, 


wider Unisteel Turret Top Body by Fisher than Chevrolet has ever had. 





1 Advanced streamlining on longer, 
lower, wider body. 


2 More spacious interior with wider 






front seat. 


3 Concealed running boards and door 







hinges. 


4 Doors hinged at the front for greater 






safety. 


5 Streamlined door handles harmonize 















with exterior. 


6 Dome light operates automatically as 
well as manually. 


7 Wider door entrances. 


8 Door swing-stops hold doors open for 


more convenient entrance and exit. 
9 New flowback slant to windshield. 


10 New double-curved back window. 


11 Wider steel floor further strengthens 


Unisteel structure. 


12 New {steel reenforcements front 
and rear. 


ESET a 
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Defense 


New Plant to Assemble Car Makers’ Plane Parts 


U.S. to Speed Mass Output 
Of Warplanes for Defense 


(Continued from Page 1) 


but surveys reveal that all of them 
can produce the parts. 

Types involved in the huge new 
program are the twin-engined Mar- 
tin B-26 attack-bomber, the twin- 
engined North American B-25 
attack-bomber, and the four-mo- 
tored Consolidated B-24 long-range 
bomber. Each design is to share 
one-third in the total quantity to 
be ordered, it is understood. 


It is understood that North 


Chrysler Leases 


Space in Graham 
Paige Main Plant 


DETROIT.—K. T. Keller, Chrys- 
ler Corp. president, announced last 
week that the corporation had 
signed a lease for 600,000 square 
feet of floor space in the main 
plant of Graham-Paige Motor Corp. 
on Warren Ave., Dearborn. 

The expanding activities of the 
corporation, primarily because of 
its increasing cooperation in the 
national defense program, have 
made it important that it have 
added floor space available immedi- 
ately. 

The Graham facilities which the 
corporation has leased are of moni- 
tor type with 46 by 40 foot bays 
and clearances of 13 feet nine 
inches. It has ample railroad track 
facilities (Detroit Terminal Rail- 
road connections) for receiving and 
shipping purposes. , 

Eprror’s Note: Graham, which 

has been out of car production 
since August of this year, has 
also obtained sub-contract work 
from Tucker Aircraft for plane 
motors and gun turrets. Graham’s 
administration building has been 
taken over as headquarters for 
the automotive industry’s Auto- 
motive Committee for Air De- 
fense. 


Senate to Investigate 


Prices and Bottlenecks 
WASHINGTON.—The Senate in- 
terstate commerce committee will 
inquire into industrial prices and 
bottlenecks in its impending in- 
vestigation of national defense 
program, Chairman Burton K. 
Wheeler disclosed last week. It is 
“not going to be a witch hunt, 
however, and nobody who is co- 
operating with the government 
need be afraid,” he added. 
Wheeler indicated that 
lumber price advances will be 
studied closely, saying: “There is 
no question but that the price of 
lumber has taken a decided jump. 
Lumber people claim this came 
about because the government or- 
dered tremendous amounts of lum- 
ber at one time. We want to find 
out.” 


recent 


Employment Peak Hit 


By Canadian Ford Co. 
MONTREAL.—With 9,272 Cana- 
dian workers on the salary and 


payrolls, an all-time employment 
peak in the Windsor, Ont. plant 
of Ford Motor Co. of Canada, Ltd., 
has been reached, it was announced 
last week by Wallace R. Campbell, 
president. The previous high was 
established Sept. 1, 1928, when Ford 
employment in Windsor was 9,189 
workers. 

Current production schedules call 
for 400 units daily. 


100,000 ‘rrr 
RENT OR SELL 
ALL OR PART 


N. Y¥. CITY (automotive district) 
IMMEDIATE POSSESSION. 
ENTIRE BUILDING EXCEL- 
LENT CONDITION—FIREPROOF, 
SPRINKLER — AUTOMOBILE & 
PASSENGER ELEVATORS — ALL 
DAYLIGHT. 
Near subway station, also 
railroad and docks. 
Box 247, Room 1603, 151 W. 40th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 


American Aviation, Inc., of Ingle- 
wood, Calif., and Glenn L. Martin 
Co., of Baltimore, Md., two of the 
three primary contractors, wii] 
manage the two assembly plants. 

Each of the two new plants will 
have two assembly lines, one for 
its own twin-engined bomber pro- 
duction and one for four-motored 
bomber assembly. 


To date, no defense order has 
gone to Reo Motor Co., Lansing. 
which has been involved in what is 
described as a “political receiver- 
ship.” Reo was offered a noncom- 
petitive contract involving $4,000,- 
000 for gun carriages. Operating 
executives of the company accepted 
the contract, but the receivership 
rejected the order, and blueprints 
were returned to the Army, an 
executive of the ordnance division 


stated. 
Naval 


(Continued from Page 1) 


be set up primarily as a mechanical 
school for seagoing craft, it was 
believed that as the school de- 
veloped, training in aeronautics 
might easily be added to the 
courses of the recruits. There al- 
ready is under construction a new 
$15,000,000 airplane motor factory 
near where the Navy school is to 
be set up. 


The Ford Airport, which has 
been largely inactive for almost 10 
years, could be easily transformed 
into an excellent training school 
for young pilots if the Navy should 
see fit to expand the school. 

Asked to comment on the an- 
nouncement of the school, Harry 
H. Bennett, personnel director of 
Ford, said the Ford company 
makes no_ statements regarding 
defense program plans. 

* ” * 


U.S. Acts to Protect 
Fuel Storages 


WASHINGTON. —E. R. Stetti- 
nius jr., national defense advisory 
commissioner in charge of in- 
dustrial materials, last week an- 
nounced appointment of a number 
of committees of the American 
Petroleum Institute to cooperate 
with the Army and Navy in study- 
ing adequate protection of gasoline 
storage facilities against possible 
military attack and sabotage. These 
committees will conduct regional 
studies and confer with Army and 
Navy representatives in the vari- 
ous areas on the problem. 

The policy and coordination com- 
mittee is composed of the presi- 
dents of nine major oil companies. 


American Gear Bought 


BOSTON. — Automotive Distributors, 
Inc., formerly Boston Ring Co., has 
purchased the American Gear Co. of 
Boston and will locate at 39 Brighton 
Ave. here. 


NIGHT AND DAY Chevrolet’s plants are speedin 


ee 


f production of 1941 models. Here, in a night scene taken 
several buildings of the Flint plant are shown, while in the foreground and right center a group of new 


ct ea 


recently, 
cars are 


under way to the shipping division for release to the company’s dealer organization. 
Aircraft News |Motors’ Aviation Committee 


of nest wo te Atenas wtesry |] Opens Office, Adds Members 


Employment at Lockheed Air- 
craft Corp. last week passed the 
14,000 mark for the first time in 
the history of the company. There 
were 14,312 persons employed at 
Lockheed on Nov. 1, with an aver- 
age of 90 being hired each day, 
according to Robert E. Gross, 
president. These figures do not 
include some 2,500 employes of 
Vega Airplane Co., a subsidiary. 


* * * 


To meet increased manufacturing 
and warehouse needs, Air Associ- 
ates, Inc., manufacturer of special 
parts and equipment for the avia- 
tion industry, will start construc- 
tion within a few weeks of a 
$200,000 one-story plant at the Los 
Angeles Municipal Airport. 

* ~ * 

At Wright Field, in Dayton, O., 
where the Army is building the 
world’s largest wind tunnel, a 
specially designed Westinghouse 
motor, one of the biggest ever 
made, will manufacture, at will, 
a man-made hurricane for air- 
plane tests. 


CIT Urges Employes 
To Speed Defense Aid 


NEW YORK. — Commercial In- 
vestment Trust Corp. has mailed to 
all its employes a letter asking 
them to push the defense move- 
ment with all possible speed. 

The letter says “The election is 
over — democracy is our American 
way of living — and now our job 
is to help keep the wheels turning.” 


Pete Wemhoff's Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 


Bendix Plans Expansion 


To Care for Defense Orders 


SOUTH BEND.—D. O. Thomas, 
vice-president of Bendix Aviation 
Corp. disclosed plans here last 
week for the proposed addition of 
plant space at Bendix Products 
division, and bringing to South 
Bend new products manufacture 
that will add 1,500 higher skilled 
mechanics. 

This expansion is based entirely 
upon the national defense program, 
covering not only expansion of the 
present production of aircraft car- 
buretor, aircraft landing gear, pilot 
seats, and aircraft hydraulic ap- 
paratus, but several additional new 
products for the defense program. 

The proposed new building is 
planned to be 300 by 500 feet, af- 
fording an area of 150,000 square 
feet, the same type of building 
the present Bendix plant structure. 
Work will be started immediately. 


as | 





Building will be completed about 
Jan. 1. The date of actual start of 
operation will depend upon the 
time required to obtain and install 
machinery and equipment. Appli- 
cations for skilled labor employ- 
ment required will be deferred un- 
til the plant is ready for occupancy. 


Bendix Products division, South 
Bend, one of the units in the group 
of Bendix plants, may well take an 
important part in the work of the 
defense program. While the pro- 
gram has been moving rapidly, 
work in normal production at the 
South Bend plant has attained 
gratifying increases during the 
past months. From a total force of 
3,700 in October, 1938, employment 


increased to 4,400 in October, 19339, | 


and in October of the present year 
it increased to a total of 6,500, the 
greatest number of employes in the 
history of the South Bend plant. 


DETROIT.—Establishment of 
headquarters at Graham - Paige’s 
administration building here, and 
appointment of a technical advisor 
were announced last week by the 
Automotive Committee for Air De- 
fense, which was created Oct. 25 
to enroll all branches of the auto- 
motive industry in the manufac- 
ture of parts and sub-assemblies 
for multi-engined bombing planes. 


Addition of two members to the 
committee, completing its person- 
nel, also was announced. They are 
I. B. Babcock, president of Yellow 
Truck & Coach Mfg. Co., repre- 
senting truck manufacturers, and 
William P. Brown, president of 
Briggs Mfg. Co., representing body 
makers. 


Other members of the com- 
mittee are Alvan Macauley, chair- 
man of Packard, and president of 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn.; 
Edsel Ford, president of Ford Mo- 
tor; C. E. Wilson, acting president 
of General Motors; K. T. Keller, 
president of Chrysler Corp., repre- 
senting the motor vehicle _in- 
dustry and C. C. Carlton, vice- 
president of Motor Wheel Corp., 
representing the parts industry. 


Carlton also is acting as director 
pending the selection of a _per- 
manent head. The technical ad- 
visor, named on a temporary basis, 
is W. F. DeGroat, an aeronautical 
engineer, until recently chief engi- 
neer of the Aviation Manufacturers 
Corp., Barkley-Grow Aircraft di- 
vision. 

An article in the November issue 
of Automobile Facts, released by 
AMA, points out that the com- 
mittee was set up as result of “the 
compelling necessity of a vastly ac- 
celerated program of airplane pro- 
duction,” and adds that “the task 
is one in which airplane builders, 
military experts and automotive 
production men will have to work 
together. 

“Entirely unlike the regular 
products of this industry, both in 
materials employed and construc- 
tion methods required, the assign- 
ment places before the automotive 
plants a great task of adaptation 
at the very time that the country’s 
facilities for turning out new ma- 
chines and tools are swamped un- 
der other defense orders.” 


The monthly publication calls at- 
tention to the construction of 
plants by automotive companies 
for tanks, airplane engines, ma- 
chine guns and other armaments. 

“The most vital of the prepara- 
tory processes—one found to con- 


sume a considerable period of time 
will be the engineering explora- | 


tion of present aviation construc- 
tion methods, their adaptation 
the automotive facilities that will 
be available, and 
manufacturing plans for drawing 
from many plants a synchronized 


flow of readily assembled, matching 
parts.” 

The entire new plane building 
program has to be submitted to 
Congress before contracts for ac- 
tual production can be let, but ad- 
vance preparations were begun by 
the automotive industries in Oc- 
tober at the request of the national 
defense advisory commission. 

“How far automobile mass pro- 
duction methods can be employed 
remains to be worked out by engi- 
neers and production men,” the 
article states. 

“Final assembly and manufac- 
ture of the complete airplanes will 
remain a task for aviation men 
operating new plants. These are to 
be built during the period that the 
automobile, truck and parts plants 
organize themselves to supply units 
for the thousands of huge bomb- 
ers required. Simultaneously, pro- 
ducers of the raw materials in- 
volved in the job must complete 
facilities for greatly increased out- 
put.” 


* 


GM to Build 71,225 Guns, 


Chrysler 1,000 Tanks 


DETROIT.—The $61,398,872 Gen- 
eral Motors contract with the 
United States for the manufacture 
of machine guns calls for the de- 
livery of 71,225 guns in 18 months, 
the war department said last week. 

The guns will be manufactured 
at the rate of 50,000 a year 12 
plants at Saginaw, Flint, Dayton 
and Syracuse. The department also 
stated that the tanks to be built by 
Chrysler Corp. will cost $33,500 
each. Approximately 1,000 will be 
built. Production is to start next 
November. 


Hupp May Lease 
Plant Facilities 


DETROIT.— Contracts to least 
additional plant space to other 
manufacturers, which were belts 
negotiated by Hupp Motor prior © 
its seeking federal court approval 
for reorganization under the N* 
tional Bankruptcy Act, are being 
held in “status quo” by the trustee 
and no leases are being prepare 
as yet to submit for court 4 
proval, it is stated. : 

However, it is understood tha! 
manufacturing facilities will» 
leased to other companies if Hu! 
fails to obtain enough armaments 
contracts to warrant continue’ 
operation. 


Workers Get Bonus 


13 
MANITOWOC, Wis. — Some 3% 
employes of Aluminum Goods Mfg. 


to | Will receive a Christmas bonus o wa 


nearly $100,000, according to 


| Vits, ‘president. The bonus, about €0' 
development of | 


to that paid the firm last yard: 
will be 2% percent of the yearly 2 paid Ps 
ings of each employe and will be 


Dec. 12. 


by 
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rtsPealers Urged to Take Advantage of Seller’s Market 


Prof it Possibilities Are Cited | Field Expansion 
: Program Outlined 


, By Horner at Denver Meeting aT SS we ii Roe] Sutand Mee 
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By Ira R. Alexander will be the next concern of the . — ae ee -{ i DETROIT.—More than 250 mem- 
% -. a + bers of the Packard executive field 

/ organization assembled here last 

week for a two-day conference 
under the direction of vice-presi- 
dent of distribution, W. M. Packer. 
The conferences were given over 
to a discussion of wholesale and 


9 
” 


Staff Correspondent new consumer market created. 
/DENVER. — Far-reaching effects! “Today the automobile is no 
» the private business side of the |longer looked on as a luxury and 
gtomobile industry as a result of | therefore it is unlikely that trends 
ts ytional defense production are/in the automobile industry during 
Z a jreseen by Stanley H. Horner of | these critical times will follow the 
Washington, D. C., president of|curve of the last war. The nation 
ie National Automobile Dealers cannot afford to jeopardize the district Packard management un- 
n., who a ties Soe wee automobile business, which pro- der the present program of expan- 
past week. Horner an valter | vides enormous tax revenues, keeps . -s for| sion. 

Blanchard of Detroit, association people working and transports the uly cae séatiene ae the United’ States Thess jah my will Persons figuring in the two-day 
nager, spoke at a dinner given | nation to and from work. see service in a score of Army outposts where men and machines form the! ....i9ns were wholesale managers, 
Colorado Motor Car Dealers} «ty g coast-to-coast trip, I have | ee Sa | Batic managers, distributors and 


m. and Denver Automobile Deal- | ¢ound conditions generally good in . Tool Engineers, sponsors of the] used car managers from the na- 

3 3 Assn. here ot tase More than the automobile business.” 1941 Machine & Tool ihow, & » §P tional zones making up the 1,800 

eat ong sagen H beset aa Blanchard in his talk stressed Show Set for Mar. 24 To be held in conjunction with| dealer and distributorships of the 
we: During his address ee Kung servicing of cars as an important} DETROIT. — Applications for |the 1941 annual convention of the| Packard organization. 

“Private car production by fac-| phase of the new car dealer’s busi-| reservations in the 1941 Machine|ASTE the week of Mar. 24 at! While largely given over to a 
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cars are 
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AN INEXPENSIVE AID TO 
BIG “ADD-ON” PROFITS! 


The new LifeGuard Dem- coon an : 
LIFEGUARD 

onstrator shows what hap- ay 

pens when conventional 


CPT SC oe 


owed down by the fact that from | fewer new cars to sell.” He said a|been sent to exhibitors at the two|be devoted to displays of new| meeting also considered a new used 
ne engine parts and other de-|g higher standard of operations.” ! tive secretary, American Society of ' from a national defense standpoint.| sales management. 
e able to supply the normal de- 
fom now on, the market for pri- 
20 
chance to make a fair return on 
fr a new car will still be able ee gk COMPLETE MOTORING NARETY! 
6 
Duilding#not mean by that, a markedly . 
but ad-Jues than there has been. 
ational I efense demands. Business is go- 
ployed Hand clothing, a newer used car 
1 men 
’ units § Wayne county for October showed 
Is in- Dealers Assn. 
sold in October, 1939. Sales of 
rolet, 2,076; Chrysler, 283; De Soto, 
the #4; Lincoln-Zephyr, 94; Mercury, 


ries is sure to be somewhat | ness “due to the fact he may have|& Tool Progress Exhibition have | Convention Hall, the exhibition will| discussion of field expansion, the 
on those factories must give | concentrated effort must be made previous shows (in 1938 and 1939),|equipment and methods designed| car program for dealers, appraisal 
rity to orders for trucks, tanks, |“to curb over-allowances and set | according to Ford R. Lamb, execu- | to expedite production, particularly | and trade-in programs and general 
mse goods needed by the govern- 
ment. We hope factories still will 
mand for new cars, and see no 
————Jrason why they shouldn’t. But 
vate cars is a_seller’s market. o 
Ihis should give the dealer a The Inside Story of 
CTS new car sales. 
“I believe a man in the market 
atching§to get it, if he is willing to pay ie be 
an honest price for it. And I do Sree & 
tted tofhigher price. I believe there will Be i _ 
for ac-Bte less ‘chiseling’ on trade-in val- a 
gun byf “A shortage of mechanics is P 
in Oc-Feertain to develop as a result of 
a. ing to be good due to these enor- 
SS _Pro-imous expenditures and, after food 
y engi- 
,” the i 
Detroit Dealers 
nufac- 
es will Sell 11,226 Cars, 
t a 
are ot 732 Trucks in Oct. 
plants’ DETROIT.—Sales of new cars in 
bomb-fa healthy increase over the 1939 
» Pro-Eperiod, according to Detroit Auto 
nplete}’ There were 11,226 new cars sold 
d out-Fduring the month as against 6,881 
tars by makes were as follows: 
ins, | Buick, 1,214; Cadillac, 203; Chev- 
41; Dodge, 515; Ford, 2,325; Gra- 
Gen-fham, 7; Hudson, 389; Hupmobile, 
cture $506; Nash, 63; Oldsmobile, 563; 
e de-§Packard, 241; Plymouth, 1,399; Me 























-_ runtiac, 985; Studebaker, 102; ¥ tire and tube blow out... 
week. a ; ae 
aoa illys, 16. : ee. how a tire with LifeGuard 
Total sales of new cars in 1940 ‘ ; Se te mee 
ir fas of Oct. 31 were 91,289 in Wayne insures safe braking and happend 
ayton county, as compared with 62,936 i - steering. This equipment 
hea sold in the same period last year. LifeGuards are the most is available at low cost. 
Pe eommercial vehicles sold in Oc- 
’ ober totaled 732 as compared with e . e 
PMOEE tc as Seat eomamaceiad important equipment 
next jehicles sold in 1940 so far are 
212 as against 4,818 sold in the ou can seli 
same period of 1939. y : ment. You can make the sale in five minutes... and 
a - 2[P , > add as much as 30‘% to the net profi 2 entire sale 
osals to Increase oii K Ss. S LIVES? profit of the entire sale. 
, [Proposals to Increase THEY SAVE 
le a mo. F nel Tax meeten Goodyear makes it easy for you to get this extra 
se j = wo ame Ss 5 ; eo pa ee : 
ther {that would have increased the ROM coast to coast, automobile dealers are adding profit. First, by a liberal change-over plan! Second, 
eing mous gasoline ioe feoee © be : substantially to their profits by selling something by providing at low cost a dramatic, convincing 
rtoy rents and allocated the adeZiona at eve ‘ TY! showroom demonstrati i ‘ anenaun 
oval | "€venue back to political subdivi- that everybody wants ... SAFETY! th bl Aghia rene se ee 
SN dias Gee dactatedis saahen Wa the when a blowout occurs. 
‘ing | lection last week. Both amone- For that’s what you sell when you sell LifeGuards. 
stee | Ments provided for the elimination You protect your customers agains > least avoidable 
red | 9 city gasoline taxes and in No. 7 sie y s against the least avoidable The inside story of added 
ap | it would have paved the way for danger in modern traffic . .. blowout danger. More- : , . 
taking out of the hands of the over, you protect his family and his car investment. profits On every new car you sell 










hat State highway commission control 7" 
“ho 1 Of the liture of that portion 3 ' ier : eae , 
be e expendl i 4 : ; , ee a a : lyear has a simple, profitable change-over 
of the roads funds allocated to When a man is buying a new Car 1s . deal for car dealers. For particulars, get in touch 


upP , ; : ° = . 4 a ; : 7 : , 
_ counties and expending them in the time to sell him. That’s when his or ae _ with your nearest Goodyear District Office or 
GOODYEAR 


sed _ same manner - the = ae enthusiasm is highest ... when it’s write to R. S. Wilson, Vice President in Charge 
ridge fund may be expended in Joa for hii . of Sales, Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, 
each county under the present law. easiest for him to finance add-on equip- Akron, Ohio. 
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bortionment of St. Louis and the 

13° | Automobile Club of Missouri headed 
Ta fight against the adoption of the 
‘J. | Amendments | 
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Chicago Used Stocks Decline but Top 


CATA Reprimands 
‘Fire Sale’ Tacties 
In Advertising 


By Mel Adams 
Staff Correspondent 

CHICAGO. — Used cars received 
major attention from Chicago Au- 
tomobile Trade Assn. last week on 
three fronts. 

l The monthly report of the asso- 
ciation revealed that although 
stocks had dropped from a 41.7 
days’ supply on Oct. 1 to 40.7 days 
on Nov. 1, they were far above the 
Nov. 1 level of 35.4 days last year. 
2 A bulletin by CATA cautioned 
members that increases in used 
car to new car volume mean higher 
selling expense in the used car de- 
partment. 
In the matter of used car ad- 
vertising, dealers who put on 
continuous “fire - sale” campaigns 
were reprimanded. 

The 201 dealers participating in 
CATA used car sales and inventory 
report sold 6,461 used cars during 
October and their stocks on hand 
as of Nov. 1 amounted to 8,768 
units. Members were advised to be 
discreet in trading in order to fore- 
stall further accumulation out of 
line. 

Here is how inventories stood 
by yearly models: 

Days’ Supply Days’ Supply Days’ Supply 
Age Nov. I, ’40 Oct. 1, ’40 Nov. 1, °40 
59 53 55 
63 64 53 
48 43 
45 29 
36 29 
32 ¢ 29 
24 20 
16 17 


In connection with the used car 
status, the CATA has just com- 
pleted a telephonic survey among 
both retailers and wholesalers, a 
brand new service to members. 

The 36 dealers and distributors 
reporting on_ retail conditions 
found prices steady, the inventory 
trend upward, and _ stocks high. 
Those in the northwest area de- 
scribed the demand as “very 
weak,” and those in the southwest 
districts characterized it as aver- 
age. The northwest dealers stated 
that 1938 and older models were 
their best sellers, while the south- 
west dealers reported the heaviest 
demand for 1939 and 1940 models. 

Wholesale demand was called 
“very weak,” prices “very low,” 
and 1938 and older models were re- 
ported as the best sellers through- 
out the city. 


"404.1 ASTM Compilation 
Of Petroleum Standards 


PHILADELPHIA. Sixty - five 
standardized methods of testing, 
10 specifications, and two lists of 
definitions of terms comprise the 
October, 1940, edition of the com- 
pilation of American Society for 
Testing Materials’ standards on 
petroleum products and lubricants. 

Issued annually, this volume is 
sponsored by the society's com- 
mittee D-2 on petroleum products 
and lubricants. The latest com- 
mittee report is included, thus pro- 
viding detailed changes on some 18 
standards and also given are three 
proposed new methods published 
for information and comment 
covering tests for neutralization 
number, aniline point, and for 
ignition quality of diesel fuels. 


Fire, Traffic Safety 
Course Given Truckers 

KINGSPORT, Tenn.—A _ course 
in fire and traffic safety, recently 
was provided for truck drivers in 
this region by Mason and Dixon 
Lines, Inc., working in cooperation 
with Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion. 

Drivers representing 21 private 
corporations, and the police and 
fire departments attended the ses- 
sions. This was one of the first 
regional courses of its kind in the 


country, but others are being plan- | 


ned through the district directors 


of the ICC. 


Builds Showroom 
PORTSMOUTH, N. H (UTPS) 
A large modern salesroom will be con 
structed by Portsmouth Buick Co., on 
Islington St. here, according to Man 
ager Gene Neil 





AT ONE of a series of Hudson distributor meetings now being held through- 


out the country, left 
distributor at Davenport; C. 
general sales manager; M. 
of Salina, Kans., and Dal 
Kansas City region. The 
City last Wednesday. 


pictured above, 


M. 
Slaughter, 
meeting 


was held at 


to right, are Tom Coughlin, Hudson 


J. Campbell of Omaha; George H. Pratt, Hudson 
Roberts, 


merchandising manager; Roy Heath 
regional manager for Hudson for the 
the Muehlebach at Kansas 


AAA Stresses U.S. Defense 


At Its Annual Convention 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON.—With a record 
attendance of motor club execu- 
tives from all parts of the United 
States, the annual convention of 
American Automobile Assn. here 
last week devoted a major portion 
of its attention to pressing prob- 
lems of national defense. The AAA 
pledged the support of organized 
motordom in behalf of all activities, 


especially those of road construc- | 


tion, designed to assure the com- 
plete security of this country and 
hemisphere. 

This convention sentiment will 
be implemented by vigorous action 
of both the national organization 
and hundreds of affiliated clubs in 
all parts of the United States. 

Emphasizing that “Transporta- 
tion is essential to national de- 
fense,” President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt declared in a message to 
the AAA convention that the or- 
ganization “can give great assist- 
auce to the coordination of normal 
and xnilitary highway use.” 

Virtually all speakers stressed 
defense and emphasized the vital 
role which organized motordom 
can and will play in attaining it. 

Thurman Arnold told the con- 
vention that prompt removal of a 
restraint of trade and artificial 
price-fixing methods in leading in- 


dustries is essential to defense pro- | 


duction methods. 

The federal prosecutor declared 
that there is more need now than 
ever before for vigorous enforce- 
ment of anti-trust laws. 

Substantial progress has been 
made during the last year in curb- 
ing fraudulent activities by a “gyp 
fringe” of the automobile finance 
industry, a special committee on 
that problem reported. The con- 
mittee declared the finance com- 
panies themselves “have been show- 
ing a growing determination to 
clean their own house. 

The committee, headed by Judge 
A. G. Newcomb of Cleveland, 
authorized publication of a booklet 
exposing fraudulent finance prac- 
tices. 

Chairman William A. Stinch- 
comb, of the parking and termi- 
nal facilities committee, declared 
that legal curb parking space had 
shrunk 50 percent in many cities 
and with high parking rates, 
growing inaccessibility is a_ sig- 
nificant factor in the decline of 
values in central business districts 
and urban decentralization. 

In a three-year study, the com- 
mittee found 50 cities, mostly under 
100,000 population, operate mu- 
nicipal parking lots but little of 
this is done in larger cities. 


|roadsides in the interest of the 
public was urged by the committee 
on roadside development and con- 
| trol. 

Travel has become the _ third 
|largest industry in the United 
States, exceeded only by agri- 
culture and textiles, the conven- 
ition was told by William G. 
| Bryant, chairman of the national 
|touring board and advisory com- 
mittee. He said Americans are 
| spending $5,000,000,000 this year on 
| vacations and other trips. 
| Thomas P. Henry of Detroit was 
elected president of the association 
for the eighteenth time at the con- 
cluding session of the convention 
Friday afternoon. The convention 
also elected Howard W. Hughes as 
third vice-president, succeeding 
John A. Rupp. 

Other officers were reelected as 
follows: John H. Wright, James- 
town, N. Y., first vice-president; 
John R. Bentley, Cleveland, second 
vice-president; Dai H. Lewis, Buf- 
falo, fourth vice-president; Sam W. 
| Buchiel, Providence, fifth vice-pres- 
| ident; Arthur H. Zreed sr., Oakland, 
Calif., sixth vice-president; U. S. 
Senator Robert R. Reynolds, Ashe- 
ville, N. C., seventh vice-president; 
| John L. Young, Cleveland, secre- 
|tary, and Corcoran Thom, Wash- 
| ington, treasurer. 
Ralph M. Thomas, chairman of 
|the AAA’s traffic safety board and 
|advisory committee, told the con- 
|vention that 500,000 high school 
| students last year received class- 
|room instruction in traffic safety, 
|more than 4,500 learned to drive in 
dual-control cars as part of their 
high school education, adult driver 
training schools expanded in all 
|states and hundreds of cities. 


Packard Establishes 
Cincinnati Zone Office 

DETROIT. — Continuing its pro- 
|gram of expansion Packard, this 
| week, announces the establishment 
of a Cincinnati zone office to 
handle wholesale distribution of 
Packard cars, parts and accessor- 
ies. 

Under the management of Don S. 
Hanaford the new zone office will 
|assure local Packard owners and 
dealers the best possible distribu- 
tion service on new cars, parts and 
accessories, together with expert 
advice on factory approved ser- 
vice methods. 


Luedecke Named 
CHICAGO.—Appointment of Herbert 
J. Luedecke as parts and service repre- 
sentative for Pontiac’s Chicago zone is 
announced by Clyde Riley. zone man- 


ager. 


Demand that traffic cases be re-| 


moved from justices of the peace 
and turned over to proper courts 
was made by the committee on 
minor court systems. 

“Recent investigation,” the re- 
port said, “has shown that by and 
large the average American J. P. 
is incompetent, superannuated, sub- 
ject to little or no control, ignorant 
of his responsibilities and limita- 
tions of his jurisdiction and deals 
out convictions in more than 90 
percent of the cases brought be- 
fore him. 

The report said that it would be 
virtually impossible though, to 
abolish the office of justice of the 
peace in many states. 

Nation-wide adoption of 
tive measures designed to 


legisla- 
protect 


PHOTO SHOWS a typical tug-of-war being staged at 
the 


dealers’ meetings. 
In many of 


Battery used in 


these demonstrations, 


“wide-awake" 


which 
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Leukhart Claims ; 


Used Car Su pply 
May be Inadequate 


CHICAGO.-- Despite heavy alec 
of new cars and a slackening : 
the used car demand by compari. 
son, there is no occasion for - 
cern as yet among dealers. . 

In a statement to this ‘ 
George A. Leukhart, general me 
ager of National Used Car Market 
Report, Blue Book and Red Book 
publishers, pointed out that ther 
is more likelihood of a used poi 
shortage than a surplus later. 

“It has been stated authori- 
tatively,” said Leukhart, “that 
much of the new car buying, which 
has been of record proportions for 
this time of year, is in the Spirit 
of preparedness against a Possible 
curtailment in the supply of 194 
models. ; 

“Any such curtailment will force 
automobile dealers to concentrate 
upon used car sales, and the re- 
sult would create a shortage also 
of such automobiles. This has been 
the case on occasions in the past 
and is a natural expectation now. 

“Sales of used cars recently have 
not kept pace with those of the 
1941 models, but this may be re. 
garded as a blessing in disguise, 
since used car buyers may get a 
wider selection, better variety and 
more inviting values. The classified 
advertising columns of the news- 
papers reslect just that.” 


Akron Car Sales 
Far Above Oct. °39 


AKRON. — The constant rise of 
new and used car sales as predicted 
by automotive experts many 
months ago is borne out in a recent 
report of Akron District Automo- 
bile Assn. 

According to the report, new car 
sales in Summit county jumped 
from 898 in October, 1939 to 1,324 
units delivered in October, 1940. 

The same trend is evidenced by 
the used car sales figures showing 
1,686 units placed in consumers 
hands during October, 1939 as com- 
pared to 1,970 used cars delivered 
in 1940. 


Canton Oct. Car Sales 
232 Units Over Sept. 
CANTON, O.—Stark county’s new 
car sales in October totaled 8%, 
the largest number for the last 
four months and an _ increase of 
532 cars over September and the 
highest October in 10 years. Ten 
months’ sales of 7,252 cars were 
a 52 percent gain over 4,757 cars 
sold in the same period last year 
New truck sales totaled 97, 4 
jump of 30 over September and the 
largest since May. Sale of 87 
trucks in the first 10 months was 
an increase of 25 percent over 6% 
trucks sold in the first 10 months 
last year. 


Penna. Governor Favors 
Keeping Emergency Taxes 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS). — 
Gov. Arthur H. James _ indicated 
last week that he intends to recom: 
mend to the 1941 legislature re 
enactment of the “emergency 
taxes, including the gasoline tax. 
He said that he does not plan 
to recommend any sales, wage, 1 
come or other new taxes. 
Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
column is read by th 
in the industry. _— 


Chris 
“Sparks” 


jard 
one of the Wil : 
Willard HWw-L-l 


car Wi he new 
ar is ft the eountr) 


held throughout 


were 


it took as many as 40,000 foot-pounds to stall the HW-1-100 pulling in revers 


it is said. 
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'|Dodge Officials Studying 


39 | the 4th Dimension 
= Studebaker’s First Zig-Zag; 


as | Qwen Winters Dies 
By Pete Wembhoff 


first 

December issue of American Mag- 
gine carries a Studebaker “nage,” 
jone in the new Zig-zag layout 
ecently announced. j 

“Color ad, first of its kind, was 
produced by Roche, Williams & 
cunnyngham, Inc., Studebaker’s 


ounsel. 


Qwen Winters 
Owen B. Winters, 48, executive 
er ice-president of Erwin, Wasey & 
1uthor;. [0o., New York advertising firm, 
“that qdied Nov. 12 at his winter residence 
Which jin Nassau where he had gone to 
Ons for Jrcuperate from the effects of a 
€ spirit Jrecent operation. 
possible | Before going to New York in 
of 194] }917 to join Erwin, Wasey & Co., 
Wr. Winters had been with Hugh 













director with Audio Productions 
and member of the General Motors 
public relations staff, becomes tech- 
nical director. Carroll Sexton, for- 
merly with Crowell Publishing Co. 
and U. S. Rubber, joins the contact 
staff as a specialist in marketing 
and merchandising. 


Problems 


Problems of relative price po- 
sition, faced by sales managers and 
advertising men in every industry, 
will be discussed at the Nov. 19 
meeting of the Detroit Industrial 
Advertisers by George L. Davis, 
vice-president in charge of sales 
for Diamond Power Specialty Corp., 
Detroit, manufacturers of power 
plant specialties. Davis’ talk on 
“Sales Strategy That Overcomes 





ZONE MANAGER Joe H. Browning, 


Howard Automobile Co., Los 
shows 


(Buick distributor), 


Angeles 
General 
Manager Harold W. Tuttle that Buick 
took third place in new car registra- 


DETROIT. — With expansion of 
the truck market throughout the 
United States, factory officials of 
Dodge are conducting a widespread 
and intensive first-hand truck mar- 
ket study, according to Lee D. 
Cosart, truck sales manager. 

Local conditions affecting the 
sale of new and used trucks are 
analyzed at each meeting. 

Factory officials are taking ad- 
vantage of these gatherings to 


production facilities of the Dodge 
truck plant are entirely adequate 
to meet the increasing demand for 
trucks for commercial and domes- 
tic use at the same time that gov- 
ernment orders for Army trucks 
are being turned out. 

During these sessions emphasis 
is placed on the fact that today 
20 out of every 100 motor vehicles 
sold in this country are trucks. 
This compares with a ratio of six 


bring reassurance to the field that. 
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Expanding Truck Market 


500,000, with possibilities of reach- 
ing 1,000,000. 

By the end of November these 
meetings will have been held in 
Detroit, Chicago, Boston, St. Louis, 
Atlanta, Minneapolis, Dallas, Okla- 
homa City, Greensboro, New York, 
Pittsburgh, Kansas City, Los An- 
geles, Philadelphia, Cincinnati and 
Seattle. 


Memphis Dealer Claims 
Record for Ford Sales 


MEMPHIS. — The world’s sales 
record of new Ford cars and 
trucks for one month returned to 
Hull-Dobbs-Kensinger Co. here last 
week when the company reported 
the sale of 317 new cars and trucks 
for October. 

The firm established a new 
world’s record in March last year, 
when it sold 301 new cars and 
trucks, which mark was beaten in 
March this year by a Dallas dealer 
who sold 309 cars and trucks. The 





ll force {Chalmers Automobile Co, De- ; coe ° tions in Southern California during i | ! : 
entrate Jroit. At his death he was secre- Price Obstacles” will be given at| October as the Howard organization| out of every 100 in 1917. Also, Memphis firm in October, in ad- 
the re. fury and director of Erwin, Wasey| 7:15 p.m. in Huyler’s L’Aiglon,| reported the biggest month its| stressed is the fact that annual dition to new units, sold in Oc- 
ge also §k Co, as well as executive vice- Fisher Bldg. 35-year history. sales of motor trucks today exceed tober 319 used cars and trucks. 

as been Jpresident; also a director of R. B. seenitnenrsonimnatassininincasttais 


1e past 
n now. 
ly have 
of the 
be re- 
isguise, 








Ymler, Inc., and secretary and di- 
rector of Delaville Corp. 


flicker 
Officials of Packard Motor Car 
Co. and Paramount Pictures last 






















ra and color unite 


Where 


week announced near completion 














ty and fof Par’s film, “Reaching for the 
assified #Sun,” to be released in a Detroit 
news- Jworld premiere early next spring. 

Heralded as the first major pro- 

duction ever to utilize the motor 
6 industry as its setting, the film will 
: feature a cast starring Ellen Drew, 
39 Joel McCrea and Eddie Bracken. 
ee The million-dollar opus utilizes 
rise of | he Michigan north woods and te ; / 
edicted | the factories and grounds of @ The riding comfort of 1941 canda cloth is 
many Packard as scenes of a drama 
recent | volving the lives and loves of woven in, combining the air-free “breathing 
utomo- | ™oter industry workers. 5 © 

Technical scenes include those back” with the s h “slick-slip” surface 
ow car tom the Packard motor assembly ac with the smooth —slick-slip” surtace. 
umped line, the forge and foundry, the 
o 134 Jtectric welding division, the power 
1940, jlantand main assembly. Hundreds 
ced by gf Packard workmen were used in r - 
owing ite scenes taken over a period of @ Yet with this super-comfort goes a gay 
umers’ §4 days by a location company of ; 
8 com 8 Paramount technicians. spectrum of colors that are light and bright. 
ivere 

Bombings . cheering, styled i 

intestey's_ od fraternity ond | warm-hued and cheering, styled in the modern 
7 a a Soe etree | manner with impeccably good taste. 
Sept. } given by Crowell-Collier Pub. Co. | 
‘snew J at which William Hillman, Col- 
d 8%, } lier’s foreign manager, spoke on i 
e last | London bombings which he had | ; ‘a 
ise of | witnessed for several weeks. @ In order that comfort and color be as long- i] 
id_ the : A seven-minute film, tagged - 
. Ten | “London Can Take It,” pre- lived as canda cloth itself, this fine cloth 


were | sented actual scenes in London | 
| cars 





under the Nazi bombings. . . 
ait ee | was designed for simple, easy, soap-and-water 
97, 2 Walute : . , 
: Oo . r TS Pag r 
rs the | A words-and-music tribute to the | cleaning. Thus it grows old gracefully. 
; oi automotive industry will be the 
or 696 theme of the Carnation “Contented 
os Hour” on Monday evening, Dec. 2, | 


over NBC Red. 
A special musical program, ar- 
tanged and directed by composer- | 
rs tonductor Percy Faith, will be 
‘axes keyed to the automotive theme. 
. The Carnation orchestra, chorus 
S). - ; oi ae Gs . : 
cated and soloists will join in the musi- 
oa tal salute, while the Carnation | 
- ‘commentator will add word pic- 


@ Pre-tested and tried for durability, both in 





laboratory and in service, the 1941 canda cloth 





is a definite “step-up” for new-car sales, and, 


because of the ease with which it is 





cr lures of automotive progress and | a . ee 

encY of the contribution that the auto- reconditioned, it saves on “renewal” costs. | 
aX. |Mobile has made to the happiness | 
plan and 7 eee ” ppl ip : . | 
hy security of the American | and increases resale prices. 

: people. 

«line |Expands 

Y = Associated Sales Co., Inc., Detroit, | a — P 

_* | dissociated Sales Co. Inc., Detroit, COLLINS & AIKMAN CORPORATION ! 


sonnel designed to broaden its ac- 
tivities in the automotive field. 

Gayle Knapp, formerly conven- | 
tion manager for Jam Handy or- 
Sanization, has been named con- 
Yention director for ASC. Knapp | 
recently supervised the ‘“Automo- 


tive House Party” at the Detroit | A | 5 
use Party canda clot 


automobile show. 
= rouse _ Ps 


200 Madison Avenue + New York City \ 


eanda cloth 






George Gladden, formerly writer- 


a, — 
————_— ai . 
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By A. H. Allen 


TWO reasons, among others, are 
being advanced to persuade new 
car buyers to make purchases now. 
One is the possibility of a lessening 
of quality standards over the next 
year or two as the defense pro- 
gram takes priority on certain 
steels and other materials which 
would normally be used in auto- 
mobiles. The other is that the de- 
fense program may result in a 
drain on skilled machinists, weld- 
ers, assemblers and the like now 
busy in automobile plants, which 
would mean these men might have 
to be replaced by less proficient 
workmen. 

Ed cd Ea 


Both of these bogies seem un- 
likely to materialize. In the first 
place, automotive material stand- 
ards have been worked out with 
such great finesse and in such 
great detail that even now the 
least expensive grades of steel, 
and other materials, are readily 
adaptable. Practically no so-called 

“aircraft quality” steels are used 
in automobile construction. Hence 
it is difficult to substitute in- 
ferior materials —first, because 
there just “ain’t any such ani- 
mal” as far as suppliers are con- 
cerned; second, because _inter- 
ruptions to present supplies are 
not likely. 


* * * 


On the second score, the ad- 
vances which mechanization and 
tooling have made over the past 
decade are likely to forestall the 
possibility of inferior workman- 
ship resulting from new faces on 
the assembly lines. So foolproof are 
many modern machines that even 
an unskilled operator can be taught 
quickly how to master controls and 
turn out satisfactory work. Fur- 
thermore, it is unlikely that in- 
spection departments will relax in 
their standards. Rejects may mount 
in some departments, but these 
will have to be absorbed by the 
plant operators and not by the 
public. 

cs * * 

It is too easy to get a “black 
eye” from an inferior product for 
any plant to sanction the release 
of parts or cars which fall below 
present established standards of 


ha2453A 


STAINLESS 


18-8 TOUGHENED BY NICKEL 


Analyzing the increasing uses for 
Nickel - containing alloys reveals 
several interesting figures in the 
field of motorized transportation 
equipment. For example, a recent 
estimate places the volume of stain- 
less steel used during 1940 by West 
Coast airplane producers at 2,000,- 
000 pounds for non-structural parts 
alone. In road transport, one large 
trailer organization has ordered an 
estimated tonnage of 18,000,000 
pounds of stainless steel for fabri- 
cating freight trailer bodies during 
a three-year period. Stainless steel, 
generally of the familiar 18% 
chromium and 8% Nickel type, 
offers many valuable properties not 
available in other structural metals. 
One important property is high 
physical strength after cold work- 
ing. This makes possible fabricating 
extremely strong but light-weight 
structures. Greater strength - per - 
pound in chassis and body decreases 
dead-weight, increases payloads and 
boosts profits. This Nickel alloy 
material also provides valuable 
corrosion-resisting properties which 

maintain the orig- 

inal eye-appeal of 

highway vehicles. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 
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inspection. It takes years to erase 
the scars of even one major “mis- 
take,” as the motor plants know 
only too well. 

* * + 


Where Will Thousands 
Of Men Live? 


LITTLE is heard about how the 
thousands of new employes which 
the defense industries will call to 
Detroit are going to be housed. An 
informal study recently made in 
Wayne county shows that va- 
cancies are only 3.5 percent; that 
annual construction of houses is 
now at the rate of about 17,000. 
Consider that, in the next year, 
new defense industries in the De- 
troit area are expected to require 
about 75,000 more men, and then 
try to figure out where they are 
going to live. 


This is no idle speculation 
either. Intensive study of the 
problem is going on right now 
and with the cooperation of the 
defense housing commission, 
some important developments 
can be expected. One interesting 
suggestion involves the construc- 
tion of a new type of community 
housing project, with individual 
dwelling places selling at around 
$1,500. What a howl the building 
= unions would put up over 

a . 


Rush Is On 


For Materials 


A WHOLESALE rush is on 
among the automobile plants to 
cover for materials far into next 
summer—and at prices now pre- 
vailing. Not much success is being 
encountered. Suppliers will not 
guarantee prices much over three 
months ahead, and despite in- 
sistent demands of purchasing de- 
partments, are refusing to protect 
prices any further. 

= -£ 

Deliveries are being progres- 
sively extended. One steel sales- 
man last week reported he had 
given up making the rounds of 
customers and was spending his 
time now just answering the tele- 
phone and saying “No.” Deliveries 
of 30 weeks or more are being 
quoted on such “hot” items as 
aluminum sheets. And still busi- 


ness is being placed. 
ES ES * 


* 


On some products it is believed 
that the pressure will ease after 


the first of the year when auto- 
motive buying begins to taper off. 
Too, there is a certain amount of 
unnecessary hysteria now, with 
buyers trying to anticipate the ef- 
fects of the defense program. 
Some of these fears will no doubt 
prove to be baseless. 
Trucks 
(Continued from Page 1) 

trade barriers which impede the 
free flow of goods, defense or 
otherwise. 

As to whether the manufacturers 
will be able to supply civilian needs 
for trucks, Horner replied with an 
“if.” It is estimated that 1,000,000 
trucks a year can be produced, he 
said. That insures ample capacity 
for Army use, plus probably nor- 
mal supply for civilian purposes. 

In the interest of national de- 
fense, America’s 3,000 interstate 
trade barriers should be repealed 
immediately, he said. Already they 
have slowed up the rearmament 
program in numerous instances. 

Officers elected for the new year 
are president, Ted V. Rodgers, 
Scranton, Penn.; first vice-presi- 
dent, H. D. Horton, Charlotte, N.C.; 
second vice-president, Oren H. 
Scott, Los Angeles; third vice- 
president, Henry E. English, Dallas, 
Tex.; fourth vice-president, C. J. 
Williams, Milwaukee; secretary, 
Chester S. Moore, Chicago; treas- 
urer, James B. Godfrey jr., Detroit. 

John L. Rogers, of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, delivered 
the principal address at the lunch- 
eon Monday. 

On Tuesday evening the conven- 
tion featured a joint dinner meet- 
ing between the Southern Cali- 
fornia section of the Society of 
Automotive Engineers and_ the 
Safety and Operations section of 
ATA. The dinner was followed by 
a general discussion directed by 
Professor Davis of U.C.L.A.; Verne 
Savage, superintendent of shops, 
Portland, Ore.,and J. L.S. Snead jr., 
maintenance engineer for Consoli- 
dated Freightways. The forum 
covered methods of selecting per- 
sonnel, and mechanical conditions 
affecting safety of vehicles. 

Wednesday afternoon, the dele- 
gates were taken on a tour of 
numerous terminals and from there 
to the scene of the finals of the 
National Truck Driving champion- 
ships. Forty-four state champion 
drivers participated in the com- 
petition to determine the nation’s 
safest and most skillful driver. 

One of the numerous features of 
the convention was the display of 
motor truck parts, accessories and 
equipment in the Galeria of the 
Biltmore. This was under the di- 
rection of a _ special committee 
chairmanned by E. B. Collings. 


Chris Sinsabaugh’'s 
“Sparks’’ column is_ rea 
‘“‘wide-awake’’ in the industry. 


sparkling 
oy the 


LATEST ADDITION to the 1941 list of Dodge Luxury Liners is 
ible coupe with electric operated top and four disappearin 
to _ the body the wide range of vision ordinarily foun 


of the sedan and brougham type. 


this convert. 
windows, pat 
only in bodies 


Sloan Urges 48-Hour Week 
If Defense Work Requires 


NEW YORK.—Return to the six- 
day week, as a means of speeding 
up production if the defense pro- 
gram takes up the slack in unem- 
ployment, was urged by Alfred P. 
Sloan jr., General Motors chairman, 
at a dinner of the Academy of 
Political Science here last week. 


Sloan said the six-day week 
would increase industrial output 
20 percent “when the slack of 
unemployment is taken up and 
the increasing speed of industry 
has been utilized to~ the fullest 
practical extent.” , 


He added that “the penalty for 
overtime should be canceled dur- 
ing the emergency to encourage 
a longer work week,” and held 
that “the principle is sound that 
the defense program should not 
be made the occasion for in- 
creases in wage rates that can 
not, generally speaking, be justi- 
fied.” 

Discussing the economic aspects 
of defense, Sloan said the nation 
must shun further experiment and 


Dykstra, Fishel Given 


Promotions by Olds 


LANSING.—S. E. Skinner, gen- 
eral manager, has announced two 
new appointments in the manage- 

ment of Olds Mo- 
tor Works. John 
Dykstra, formerly 
general superin- 
tendent of pro- 
duction, 
assistant works 
manager, and 
Roy A. Fishel, 
superintendent of 
the six and eight 
motor plants, be- 


comes night su- | 


John Dykstra Perintendent. 


way Motors, Cadillac and Hudson. 


Fishel started with Reo and came | 


to Olds in 1918. 


becomes | 


Dykstra has | 
been with Briscoe Mfg. Co., North- | 





work harder to accomplish the 
double task of arming for defenge 
and maintaining “the American 
way of living.” 

Sloan said nothing would be 
gained in the first phase of na. 
tional defense if we curtailed 
normal production for the sake of 
accelerating defense production 
until the time came when normal 
production actually delayed de. 
fense. If we did, he warned, “mij. 
lions, directly and indirectly, would 
a thrown out of work temporar. 
ily.” 

Even with total expenditures for 
defense likely to average between 
$5,000,000,000 and $7,000,000,000 an. 
nually for the next three years 
Sloan added, “our full productive 
effort in terms of the maximum 
capacity of men, materials and 
capital” probably would not be 
absorbed, and even with military 
conscription, “a general shortage 
of labor resources does not appear 
likely in the near future.” He said 
even further expansion of consumer 
goods was possible, “thus capitaliz- 
ing expanding purchasing power 
without interference with the main 
objective of adequate and speedy 
defense.” 


Truck Top Ten 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 
1989 


1940 
Pos. Make Pos. 


1—149,401 Chevrolet 132,236— 1 
2—123,919 Ford 99,738— 2 
3— 61,920 Internat’l] 51,221—3 
4— 43,763 Dodge 41,527— 4 
5— 33,314 G. M.C. 26,496— 5 
6— 7,781 Plymouth™ 7,241—6 
I— 5,762 Mack 5,020— 7 
8— 5,180 White 3,559— 9 
9— 5,068 Diamond T 3,998— 8 
10— 1,944 Willys 1,188—14 
Total All Makes 
446,677 382,302 


New Commercial Car Registrations, 23 States for Oct., 1940-1939 


STATES 


10 

6| 2 
12| 
14| 


otal 6 Sta 
for October | 
Connecticut 740) 
39) 


22| 
7\ 


201) 
132) 
368) 
305) 
670 
611} 
119) 

__ 128} 
254) 
159 

| | 285) 

"39 | | 302] 


Georgia 
Illinois 
Maine 
Maryland 


Minnesota "40 


5| 

8) 147 
8) 83) 
366) 
260) 
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325} 


189) 
il ‘| 75| 
5|__3|_—36} 
2| | 98) | 
3} _1)_—(70)_— 1 
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Studebaker 
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137] 
440) 
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17) 
15} 
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4) 135 
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States 
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Connecticut 

1073 |’40 Georgia 
3 880/39 
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11; _1837)'39 
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1} 408 "39 
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Missouri 


Montana 





New Hampshire 
North Carolina 
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39) 
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39) 


Oregon 


Rhode Island 
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*40) 
*39) 
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Total 23 States 740) 53) 24! r 
for October 39 23! 23! 4462 

1274! 1143/149401) 


Total 
to Date 1621| 1382/132236| 
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5 6691740 Washingt” 
1 612/710 West Virgin's 
498 |'39 eaters” 
: ats a, ‘ 92 States 
1614 : 40 1 otal 2 tober 
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1940 Production to Hit 4,000,000 Mark This Week 


‘Weekly Total U 
AN’s Production Estimate | A, gait, Ae Guiput 

















New Passenger Car Registrations 


(U. S. and Canada) Nine Months, plus 23 States for October 

























the previous week’s mark of 50,978 











WEEKS ENDED NOV. 16, NOV. 9 et an se 122, 039 Oct. Oct. 1940 1939 Unit 
Week Same Week Nov. to to By James L. Delahanty toDate Pos. 1940 Pos. 1939 Pos. — 
Ended Week Ended To Nov. 18 Nov. 16 Associate Editor Chevrolet Seb CeO eS OSS 22,753 Z 643,586 1 456,561 1 187,025 
Nov.16 1939* Nov.9* Date* 1989*  1940* DETROIT.—Production of auto-| Ford ........-.-..--.- 12,402 3 412,164 2 cae wap : <aear 
convert. AL MOTORS .. 51,090 45,554 50,978 112,007 1,216,538 1,687,096 | ™Otive vehicles during the coming | Piymouth .......----- “= § wae 4 mee Uk 
*beiald P’cnevrolett ........... 28,500 26,000 28,009 62,049 724,410 954,628 | Week is expected to raise the year’s| Buick ------------- ++ earrS:«(1708sS «OB ««C118376«6«SCST1SD 
7.400 $185 18,260 198,945 261,446 | auTOMOTIVE NEWS Lo ont sin | Dodge ............... 200 8 15667 6 158,750 4 (ze 
, ’ D y aOi, ‘hig. Oldsmobile ........... 5,397 6 146,399 7 103,416 z , 
5,029 5,771 —-12,798 124,180 181,078| Production Estimate ‘eter : oy | Studebaker .......... 3329 7 «+%178693 8 61,717 8 16976 | 
1,250 1,280 =. 2,820» 30,655 + 32,124 | touched since| Chrysler ............. 1,750 11 74,258 9 53,598 9 20,660 
§ 27,275 60,126 620,942 868,612 1937 when pro-|Hudson .............. 2476 9 62126 10 40,759 14 21,367 
$ 13,825 30,450 311,370 453,812 duction hit|Mercury ............. 1,242 13 62,060 11 48,668 10 13,392 
$ 7,725 17,021 196,596 251,409 4,000,000 the first| Packard ............. 2106 10 57,363 12 41,241 13 16,122 
$ 3,350 7,420 65,201 96,811 iis week in October| De Soto .............. 1376 12 55,400 18 43,638 11 11,762 
$ 2,875 5,285 47,775 66,580| yo09 of that year. |Nash ................ 990 14 40,718 14 41,666 12 948* 
25,765 24,843 55,518 785,447 805,275) Output for last | Cadillac-LaSalle ..... 935 15 25,729 15 25,533 15 196 | 
22,500 21,350 47,860 688,707 703,760| 120.7 WUMYE, vevcccaccesiiws 400 17 16,972 16 9,365 17 7,607 i 
500 : eas eoaties| Lineol 491 16 16,032 17 14,961 16 1,071 | 
M 2, 2,800 6,120 77,150 77,697 et 122,039 vehicles BMICOIN oc ccc ccc cccece , ’ 0 o | 
ld be Lincoln-Zephyr ...... 675 675 693 1,588 19,590 23,818 K which contrast-| Graham ............. 51 18 1376 18 3,446 18 2,07 . o 
of na. (STUDEBAKER? ....... 2,720 2,896 2,748 + «6,088 93,331 94,503 ed with 120,750} Hupmobile .........-. (* #§ 7? fg” ee 
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wo —— pre week ot 1880. et, New Car Registrations | 
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*Revised. tIncludes trucks. tClosed. $Affected by strike. Miscellaneous tors group total S N P. k 290 000 ! 
es for Hincludes Crosley, Henney, Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, _for the week een at Cw ea Oo 9 : 
rose to 51,090 units and surpassed & 


peg Federal, GMC, Indiana, International, Mack, Ree, Sterling, White, etc. 








istrations have been totaled, Oc- 
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cars and trucks and last year’s DETROIT.—The current — 
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(Week Ended Nov. 16) 


OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 





Cadillac..... steady; 1, 290, five days 


Same is true of iron production 
with 22 of the 25 blast furnaces 


active this week. 





the previous week’s total of 24,843 


Independents began to taper pro- 


October on record was in 1929, 


when 288,697 units were sold. 


cent gain over registrations in Oc- 


ger car registrations in Onondaga 
county last month totaled 836, or 


‘ : units and last year’s figure of ; 
Bantam... .. working on Army cars working at top speed. Of the 83 25,7 ; : 32.2 percent better than in October, 
: ,765 vehicles. A 93 percent increase over Sep- 
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New Passenger Car Registrations, 23 States for Oct., 40-39 


Figures supplied by BR. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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Bostonian Creates New System to Sell Used Cars 


His Clearing 


House Plan 


Is Endorsed by Dealers 


By Jim Sullivan 
Staff Correspondent 

BOSTON.—E. V. Lane, who built 
up a big business in inspecting 
motor vehicles for insurance com- 
panies in Boston, has now branched 
out with a plan which he predicts 
will solve the used car sales prob- 
lem for dealers. A few months 
ago he outlined a plan to a group 
of Metropolitan Boston dealers 
based upon certifying the condition 
of used cars so stickers would be 
placed on windshields as a guaran- 
tee that they were in good condi- 
tion. 

It took some time to create 
enough interest to have many deal- 
ers sign up for the service. His 
engineers did the inspections for a 
certain amount per car. Meanwhile, 


Pontiac Dealers Beat 


Used Car Sales Record 


PONTIAC.—While sales of new 
Pontiacs for the first 10 months 
of 1940 are 52 percent ahead of 
1939 and set up an all-time monthly 
record for October, the sales of 
used cars by Pontiac dealers have 
been at an all-time high for the 
entire 10 months period, according 
to D. U. Bathrick, general sales 
manager. 

“The public has purchased 373,- 
475 used cars from our dealers 
up to Nov. 1,” said Bathrick, “com- 
pared to 348,000 for the best previ- 
ous 10 months of any year.” 


WANT ADS 


Want a Man? 
Want a Job? 

Want to Buy? 
Want to Sell? 


YOU can make YOUR WANTS 
known quickly and cheaply to 
12,000 Automobile Dealers, Jobbers, 
Manufacturers—the whole industry! 
Forms close Friday noon at Detroit. 
Cash in advance TEN CENTS 
PER WORD PER INSERTION. 
Twenty-five cents per word for 
three insertions. Count each initial, 
group of numbers or abbreviation 
as one word. Address: 


WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT 































AUTOMOTIVE CATALOGS 
WANTED 





OLD automobile catalogs wanted 
1930. Cash paid. N. Huston, 
thorn, Winnetka, II 


POSITION WANTED 


1910 to 


653 Black 


factory 








FORMER automobile and truck 

sales manager available. Outstanding 
record as sales producer, merchandiser, 
territory organizer. Experienced in sales 
training, sales and service promotion 
advertising, dealer relations, business 
operations. Interested in important ex- 


ecutive position with factory, distributor, 
large dealership or agency 30x 2458, 
Automotive News, Detroit. 
GARAGE manager and general executive; 
33 years old; 15 years experience in all 





departments; prefer Ford dealership in 
Florida, Texas, Southwest. Salary of 
secondary importance. Mount Hope Mo- 


tors, Inc., Mount Hope, W. Va. 





CANADIAN employed by one of the largest 
Canadian organizations wishes to connect 
with American firm contemplating open- 
ing in Canada. Has had wide factory 
and retail administrative and selling ex- 
perience. Box 246, Automotive 
Detroit. 


FOR SALE 


FORD dealership, good location, central 
Kentucky, operating full speed. Big parts 





business; modern shop equipment; priced ! 


to sell. Terms. Other business makes buy 
possible. Box 245, Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


SERVICE DIRECTOR 








a lean 
STUDEBAKER distributor in Middle West- 


ern city, half million population; desir- 
ous securing high grade service director. 
Therough knowledge of merchandising 
labor, parts and accessories necessary. 
Write fully, giving references. Box 244, 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


BUYER WANTED 








COLLECTION SYSTEM—Approved method 


News, | 


he began advertising to the public 
that his men would inspect cars 
for prospective purchasers. He had 
been doing that for friends. Orders 
began to increase. 


That led him to expand. At a 
meeting last week with representa- 
tives of nearly 50 dealers present 
he outlined his plans for a clear- 
ing house for used cars. And all 
present signed up for his service. 
The dealers send to Lane, who has 
a large office in the business sec- 
tion, a list of used cars they have 
ready for sale. Those they wish 
certified will be taken care of by 
his engineers. 

If a prospect goes into a dealer 
and suggests he is interested in 
a 1937 Blank, a 1940 Bluebird, a 
1938 Orchid or any name and year 
and the salesman knows right away 
they do not have that type of car 
an attempt is first made to interest 
the buyer in a car the dealer 
represents. If the buyer says he 
is not interested the salesman then 
says he thinks he knows where 
such a car can be had. 

A telephone call is put in to 
Lane’s office. He checks quickly 
among his list, finds a car the 
customer wants. The salesman and 
customer drive over to the other 
dealer, who has been contacted to 
be sure the car is not sold. An 
engineer from Lane’s organization 
also goes to check up the car’s 
condition. 

Arriving there the salesman 
shows the car to the buyer. If it 
is what he wants it is bought. The 
dealer who had the car allows a 7 
percent overhead for the sale. He 
sends a check to the dealer where 
the man made the first contact, or 
gives the cash to the salesman. Of 
the 7 percent the salesman gets 4 
percent cash when the sale is com- 
pleted. 

Lane has nothing to do with the 
price for which a car is sold. The 
dealers each pay him $15 a week 
to advertise cars under his name 
in a group, and to pay for inspec- 
tions. As he outlined it at the 
meeting, with each dealer having 


an average of five salesmen it 
meant 250 salesmen would be in 
position to sell used cars when 


buyers sought particular makes and 
models, and by merely telephoning 
'Lane’s office can come close to 
finding the cars wanted. He says it 
will make salesmen wideawake as 
they realize that customers need 
inot be allowed to slip away and 
| sales bring cash immediately. 

| The Boston Better Business Bu- 
|reau has investigated and endorsed 
|/it and people who asked where 
they could be sure of getting used 
lears without being “gypped” are 
recommended to go to Lane. 


DETROIT. Detroit Rex Products 


Co., manufacturers of degreasing ma- 
chines, solvents, industrial alkali com- 
pounds and dry cleaning equipment, 


Relocates in Chicago 


have moved its Chicago office to larger 


quarters at 1166 West Cermak Rd. 
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1941 Price List 
Following is a list of new 
car delivered prices for 1941 at met 
of manufacture. Prices shown, with 
the exception of Willys-Americar jp, 
clude standard equipment and federal 
taxes. Willys-Americar prices are f.o.b 
Toledo, before taxes. Ford prices de 
not include transportation or taxes 
BUICK—Series 40 Special—4-dr, i 


My First Sale 


Epitor’s Note: Reading “Byron C. Foy, the Cosmopolite of the 
Month,” in Cosmopolitan Magazine in which was told how the presi- 
dent of De Soto, then a young Texan anxious to break into the auto- 
mobile industry, did so by selling a second hand car, the editor of 
AvTomotive News got an idea. “Why not a feature series weekly in 


which the veteran dealers can tell of ‘My First Sale’.” Foy had be- tour sed., 


come a dealer through selling a used Henderson, the one that used cone sien eases on ies 1". 
kerosene instead of gasoline for fuel. He’d discovered that the owner | Series 50 Super—4-dr. tour. sed., $1,185; com, 
ae to sell the car. Foy felt he could find a customer for it, aay a mo fan: conv. cpe,, 
although he wasn’ -aler i i 467; spt. cope, $1,118. es 60 Century— 

gh he wasn't a dealer at the time. He was going to have | 44. ‘tour. sed. $1,288; bus. ope, ns, 


to pay spot cash and his capital was limited. He was $300 shy. 
A mere kid, he had the nerve to go to a banker he knew and asked 
for a loan. The banker asked him how about security, and young 
Foy told him he had none, but felt sure he could swing the deal 
if he got the $300. The banker took a chance. Foy bought the 
Henderson from the owner and in turn found a customer for it, 
netting a fair profit. With this encouragement he became a dealer 
himself. That sale was his stepping stone to the presidency of 
De Soto. 

It was out of this article that the editor got his inspiration for a 
new AvToMoTIVE News feature. He felt there were countless other 
stories of this sort which should make interesting reading. So the 
series is starting with this issue and will be continued until the 
subject is exhausted. Each week will be told the story of “My First 
Sale” by one of the veterans of this industry. 


IM LEVY, president of James® 


Levy Automobile Co., Chicago, 
Buick dealer and acknowledged 
dean of automo- 


sedanet, $1,241. Serles 70 Road Master—4.q; 
tour. sed. ,.$1,364; conv. phae., $1,775; cony, 
cpe., $1,457; spt. cpe., $1,282. SE ~— Super 
Equipped. 

CADILLAC—Series Sixty-one—Cpe., $1,345: 
$1,445; del. ope., $1,485; del. sed., $1,535. aot 
Sixty-two—Cpe., $1,420; sed., $1,495; del, Cony 
cpe., $1,645; del. conv. sed., $1,965: del. cps, 
$1,510; del. sed., $1,585. Series Sixty-three—sgeq_ 
$1,695. Serles Sixty Speclal—Tour. sed., $2,195 
with division, $2,845. Series Sixty-seven—geq_, 
$2,595, with division, $2,745; 7-pass. sed., $2,735: 
7-pass. Imperial, $2,890. Serles Fleetwood Sey. 
enty-five—Sed., $2,995, with division, $3,159. 
7-pass. sed., $8,140; 7-pass. Imperial, $3,295: 
formal sed., $3,920; 7-pass. formal sed., $4,045: 
bus. sed., $2,895; bus. Imperial, $3,050, ; 

CHEVROLET—Master Deluxe—Bus. cpe., $712: 
5-pass. ope., $743; town sed., $754; spt. sed. 
$795. Special Deluxe—Bus. cpe., $769; 5-pass. 
cpe., $800; town sed., $810; spt. sed., $851; 
cabr., $949. F 

CHRYSLER—Royal—3-pass. cpe., $945; 6-pass, 
club cpe., $1,041; 6-pass. lux. bro’m, $1,021: 
6-pass. sed., $1,051; 6-pass. town sed., $1,111, 
Windsor—3-pass. cpe., $998; 6-pass. club cpe., 


























Steamer, Oldsmobile, Autocar, 
Thomas-Detroit, Chalmers, Hudson, 
Saxon, and, since 1916, Buick ex- 
clusively. 


bile row in that ; $1,096; 6-pass P pass 
i rn a . ,096; 6- . lux. bro’m, $1,075; 6-pass. sed., 
city, sold his first | “My first sale of an automobile | §1’125: 6-pass. town sed., $1,175. Saratopa 
_| Was as easy as any I ever made,” | 3-pass. cpe., $1,195; 6-pass. club cpe., $1,269: 
car, a three : + $1,268; 
6-pass. lux. bro’m, $1,248; 6-pass. sed., $1,278; 


recalls Levy. “This stockman 
simply walked into the store. He 
had sold himself on the idea that 
he wanted a Knox. Just for good 


wheeled Knox 
that reminded one 
of a tricycle with 


6-pass. town sed., $1,328. New Yorker—3-pass, 
cpe., $1,275; 6-pass. club cpe., $1,335; 6-pass. 
lux. bro’m, $1,325; 6-pass. sed., $1,345; 6-pass, 
town sed., $1,375. Crown Imperial—6-pass. sed., 





motor power, to a : 95: 7. ; hae 
Wyoming _ stock- | Measure, I gave him a crude dem- ao 7-pass. sed., $2,695; 8-pass. sed. lim., 
man in 1900.|0°MStration and he laid his money| DE SOTO—Deluxe—Bus. cpe., $898; 5-pass. 
However, he had | 9”, the line. Soci. ties ; a +i ens; bore 
’ “ . . . : u ee ’ ; ‘m, 

aa oe ia Gad an er aes te tly DODGE—Deluxe—Che. $895; 2dr. 46d. $88 
: e ath. Shortly —Delux bs 3 2-dr. sed., $880; 

portant sale in 4-dr. sed., $920. Custom—2-dr. bro'm., $925: 


following the arrival of the con- 
traption at its destination, we got 
a letter from our customer and 
owner, informing us that after 
working all afternoon on the car 
he got one snort out of it, and 
that after another morning of la- 
bor the next day he got two 
snorts. The letter added that ‘fear- 
ing the car might start of its 
own accord, we've nailed up the 
barn door; please advise me what 
to do next.’ 

“In those early times we didn’t 
keep track of our cars and cus- 
tomers, particularly out - of - town 
sales. Consequently, we never in- 
quired of this owner as to how he 
made out with his Knox. Nor did 
we hear from him, so he must 
have been as satisfied as could 
be expected.” 


Printed Words | 


advance to con- 
vince A. G. Spald- 
ing & Bros., who specialized in 
sporting goods and bicycles, to 
add horseless carriages, with Jim 
in charge of the department. In 
the four decades, Levy has sold 


James Levy 


— cpe., $960; 4-dr. sed., $965; town sed., 
995. 

FORD—Special—Cpe., $665; 2-dr. sed., $700; 
4-dr. sed., $740. Deluxe—Cpe., $695; opera cpe., 
$725; 2-dr. sed., $735; 4-dr. sed., $775. Super 
Deluxe—Cpe., $740; opera cpe., $770; 2-dr. sed., 
$780; 4-dr. sed., $820. 

HUDSON—Six-Traveler—2-dr. tour. sed., $765; 
4-dr. tour. sed., $793; 3-pass. cpe., $695; club 
cpe., $788. Six Deluxe—2-dr. tour. sed., $822; 
4-dr. tour. sed., $856; 3-pass. cpe., $801; club 
epe., $848; conv., $1,063. Super Six—2-dr. tour. 
sed., $901; 4-dr. tuor. sed., $932; 3-pass. cpe., 
$881; club cpe., $936; conv., $1,155. Commodore 
Six—2-dr. tour. sed., $966; 4-dr. tour. sed, 
$994; 3-pass. cpe., $935; club cpe., $997; conr., 
$1,204. Commodore Eight—2-dr. tour. sed., $1,- 
003; 4-dr. tour. sed., $1,039; 3-pass. cpe., $978; 
club cpe., $1,040; conv., $1,254. Commodore Cus- 
tom Eight—3-pass. cpe., $1,064; club cpe., $1,- 
127; 4-dr. tour sed., $1,232. 

LINCOLN — Zephyr — Cpe., $1,477.74; sed., 
$1,541.17; club cpe., $1,541.17; conv. cpe., 
$1,858.27; Zephyr, with custom interiors—3-pass. 
cpe., $1,557.02; sed., $1,641.58; club cpe., $1.- 
641.58. Continental—Cpe., $2,811.93; cabr., $2,- 
864.83. Custom—Sed., $2,704.14; lim., $2,836.27. 
(Note: All Lincoln prices are Detroit delivered 
ready to run, and include federal and state 
taxes and transportation.) 

MERCURY—Cpe., $944.97; cpe., with aur. 
seats, $971.40; sed., $981.97; sed. cpe., $1,013.68; 
town sed., $1,024.25; club conv., $1,140.53. 
(Note: Mercury prices are delivered in Detroit, 


successively the Knox, Milwaukee 





Pontiac Selling 
32% of °41 Cars 
With Two-Tone 


PONTIAC.—Thirty-two of every 
100 new Pontiacs ordered since the 
beginning of the 1941 model year 
have had two-tone paint jobs, D. 
U. Bathrick, general sales manager 
of Pontiac reports. Last year only 
10 percent ordered special paint 
combinations. 

Completing the first color prefer- 





ence check of the new model year, . ready to run. Include federal, state taxes 
Bathrick reports that in the solid Electric Power Booklet and transportation.) s 
. . ee “ —_— . 
colors black still leads in prefer- PITTSBURGH.—A new 24-page _il- Py ae onan — > = 
ence with 26 percent but is being| !ustrated booklet describing type FP | g7g3; q-dr. slipstream sed., $810; 2-dr. brougham, 
hard pressed by maroon with 24] (abacitor, rack and switching equip-| sgi9; 4-dr. trunk sed., $860. Ambassador Six 
percent. Dark blue is third (14] as a method for raising power factor co >. ee a 
percent) and dark gray follows| 0" increasing feeder capacities is an- | slipstream sed., $980; 4-dr. trunk sed., $1,030. 
with 13 percent of the buyers nounced by Westinghouse Electric & Ambassador Eight Special—Slipstream 4-dr. sed. 
lg 3 of green , Thetis mre. Co. o $1,051. Deluxe—6-pass. brougham, $1.81; slip- 
é : ™ stream 4-dr. sed., $1,101; 4-dr. trk. sed., $1,151. 
green and Allendale green are Glycol Folder OLDSMOBILE—Special Series Six—Bus. cpe.. 
leading the two-tone preferences. NEW YORK.—Carbide and Carbon | $852; club cpe., $893; 2-dr. sed., $898; 4-dr. 
Next most popular of the special Chemicals Corp. announces publication | 864... $945; conv. cpe., $1,048. Special Series 


Eight—Club cpe., $935; 4-dr. sed., $987; conv. 
epe., $1,089. Dynamle Crulser Series Six—Clud 
sed., $954; 4-dr. sed., $1,010. Dynamle Cruiser 
Series Eight—Club sed., $989; 4-dr. sed., $1,045. 
Custom Cruiser Series Six—Club cpe., $1,043; 
4-dr. sed., $1,099: conv. cpe., $1,191. Custom 
Crulser Serles Elght—Club cpe., $1,079; 4-dr. 
oe $1,135; conv. cpe., $1,227; conv. phaeton. 
1,575. 

PACKARD—One Ten Special—4-dr. tour. sed. 


of chemical group folder No. 2 on 
Glycols,’’ another of a series of fold- 
ers which present the properties, uses, 


paint jobs is Streamliner gray with 

Silver French gray. Popular de- 

spite its premium price is the] 4nd_ possibilities of organic chemical 
; : . families. 

combination of maroon and beige tee oe 

specially bled into each other, ‘Business Getter’ 


Bathrick said. ST. PAUL, Minn.—A new four-page 
“business getting’’ folder, reproducing 


e in color the automobile license plates | $1,056; 2-dr. tour. sed., $1,024; club  cpe. 

ac ar as CW eCrv “ce issued in the United States and Hawaii, | $1,000; bus. cpe., $907; conv. cpe., $1,175. 
has been made available to the auto- | One Ten Deluxe—4-dr. tour. sed., $1,116; 3-dr. 

mobile paint and repair shops by | tour. sed., $1,084: club cpe., $1,038; cont. 

Minnesota Mining & Mfg. Co. cpe., $1,209. One Twenty—4-dr. tour. sed. 

O us SCC ar a es ss es $1.261; 2-dr. tour. sed., $1,230; oe 

tt-S 7 1,205; conv. cpe., $1,723; bus. cpe., , 

booth Bartle tt snow Catalog conv. ope., $1,877. One Sixty—4-dr. tour. sed., 

; was e _ CLEVELAND. — C. O. Bartlett & | $1,750; club cpe., $1,709; conv. sed., $2,180: 

DETROIT.-An innovation in|cards for mailing; classified adver-| 5now Co. is distributing its new No. | bus. epe., $1,594; conv. cpe., $1,892; chassis. 


‘used car campaign sales methods, 
on a national scale, is introduced 
by Packard to its dealers and dis- 
tributors this month. 

Designed by W. J. 
car manager for 
national sales plan endeavors to 
make blanket use of an effective 
used car sales plan offered to deal- 
ers in a complete package from the 
factory. 

The plan contemplates the prob- 
lems of used car inventories rang- 
Broad- 


Collier, used 


Packard, the 


ing from 25 to 100 cars. 
sides, prepared at the factory and 


mailed to dealers, offer a choice of 
any one of four kits containing 
complete details and materials for 
a used car campaign. 

A typical kit, designed 


to move 


Prepared for Automotive Trade. Effec-|an inventory of 25 cars, offers the 
tive, inexpensive. Trial suggested. Samples ifollowing complete’ service: One 
-— mailer — F a gy a used car lot banner; two strings 
Mercantile Vorm ” Ials of display pennants; 2,500 post 


Street, Providence, Rhode Island 








9) general catalog, replacing the | $1,435; deluxe conv. sed., $2.405; deluxe cont. 


tising copy; radio advertising copy; 





s a : : former No. 50 and No. 74 catalogs | cpe. $2,067; 4-dr. tour. sed., $2,009; tour. 
display advertising mats; 25 price] on elevators, conveyors, chains, sprock- | lim., $2,289; 7-pass. tour. sed., $2,161. One 
tags and 14 prizes for salesmen| ets, crushers, gates and miscellaneous | Elghty—Darrin conv. vic., $4,550; 4-dr. tour. 
with a cash retail value of $59.50. | “@U'pment. : ood. $2,587; LeBaron Zw broushe., ue. 

nase antity ~whnee ¢ ' — Cpe., ; 2-dr. sed., ; 

Through quantity purchase and ‘Money Isn’t Everything’ 4-dr. sed., $780, Deluxe—Cpe.. $729; 2-dr. sed.. 
production, Packard is able to DAYTON, O.—Published by Cappel, | $779: 4-dr. sed., $820. Spectal ——-. 
offer the complete $77.75 kit to the | MacDonald’ and Co., a new booklet’ on epe., $805; 2-dr. sed., $810; #% 
dealer for $44.25. titled ‘“‘Money Isn't Everything,”’ puts | %°& ‘ : 

In launching the program to the | {0"th some interesting points "i PONTIAC — Deluxe Torpedo “—be SS 

n la ning progres ; fundamental matter of merchandise | $828: sed. cpe., $864; conv. sed. cpe., oye: 
Packard field force, vice-president | versus cash as sales incentive awards. | 2-4. sed., $874; 4-dr. sed., $921. Deluxe = 
of distribution, W. M. Packer : pedo Eight—Cpe., $853; sed. cpe.. $880; Hr” 

gue ane z . : ; . 7 . sed. cpe., $1,048; 2-dr. sed., $899; 4-dr. , 
said: “This production line used A. S. M. E, Catalog $946. Streamline Torpedo Six—Sed. cpe.. $923: 
car program is the ultimate in the NEW YORK.—Of interest to engi- | 4-4". sed., $980. Streamline Torpedo ~~, 
| best of all types of sales cam- nears ea be the news that the 30th — ees 4-dr. ay ye —_— 07. 
De rm E . , ees annual American society of Mechanica] | 8640 gnt— . Cpe., ’ > 4-aP. ne 20h: 
paigns boile d down into a series Of | Engineers mechanical catalog and di.| STUDEBAKER—Champion—Cpe., cust... $69: 
four kits and offered to our used | rectory, 1941 edition, is now being | Cust. deluxe, $720.; delux-tone, $755; 4 
car organization at a price made een to ASME members as part =. -_. Bats om. Oe ee oe ; 

a : 5 : Aer , ,| 0 ir membership privileges. Non- ; clu -» Cust., ; : ° 
possible through the s¢ ope of the |} members may obtain copies for $3 each. | delux-tone, $795; cruis. sed., cust., $770; om 
undertaking. We have simply ap- | ‘ deluxe, $800; delux-tone, $835. Commander 
plied assembly line methods with | Cement Floor Cleaner —_ sed. aa. $005; detun-tone, $e pre 
resultant economy in costs, to of- | GARWOOD, N. J.—Magnus Chemical ae po ‘oust. $1,115; * delux-tone. 
fer in a single package the best | Co has knoned 2 new illustrated folder | $1,180; land cruiser, cust., $1,160; delux-too* 
‘is es . : Be on its product, Magnus Cement Cleaner $1,225. 
features of a thousand different |. powder from which a. liquid floor | WILLYS-AMERICAR—4-dr. sed.. $665. 0" 
used cal campalgns. cleaner is made by stirring into water. price available at present. 
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a ee ee ee 
2 A D V E R T i 4 E D Cleveland—Plain Dealer; Indianapolis—Times; Detroit 


News; Chicago—Herald-American; Milwaukee—Jour- 


jctual top and bottom prices on 1940, 1939, 1938 and 


g7 used cars, as advertised in local newspapers. © . 
sgDAN prices only used in this comparison. News- se Car e ing rices nal; New Orleans — Picayune, States; Tulsa — World; 
i ; San Francisco— 


rs cooperating include: Boston—Globe; New York Denver—Post; Los Angeles—Times; 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ie 7 , , >. 7 
a Pe Journal American; Philadelphia — Bulletin; For Week Ending November 8 Chronicle. 
E eee can aemenesramesiacseauammemaeaaaiiaaniiaisan ama eiacaaaa (Copyright 1940—Automotive News) 
is “J 7 
tbe at Boston New York Clevel’d — Ind’polis Detroit Chicago Milw’kee New Orleans Tulsa Denver Los Angeles San Fran. Natl. Avg. 
» wit 
= ta. sack Series 40 40] 875- 835 825- 795 |_ 795 | | 789- 695 835-7 | 995 — | |_845- 5- 795 | 895- 695 | 975 | 870- 768 
a 89] 685- 550, 695- | 625 | 595- 545 645- 595, 595 . 595- 459, 625- a5 649- 568) 695- 675| 645 | 695-— 5- 587 | 695- - 599 | 7 795- 750 | 662- 587° 
ri b, siiimiggaiagedinis eee ———— aan presence ee 
xe. |—~<S~*st—tCC*«SY CH= 489 | 54 495- 425 | 575- 475 | 545- 495 498- 385° 525-425 | 525- 468) 595- 395 | | 545- 445 | 623- = 545 | 595- j- 510| 645- 575] 560- 0- 469° 
axes, sdiainiaeinaainetecnaeeass Nuc saecaiaiai 
$1,063, 60 Special "404 1550 | l | 1245 | | | | | 7-1397 
4 ae 39) 1150 925 1195 1050- 915, | | I | 1080- 945 
rm eldest IE nel 895- 795 | 745 | | | 845 | | |_ 965 ! 845 | , 859- 795 
odd. 3 | | aaiseensin bahiieieinintdiiguiiciaiiiaiieaicsnns 
75; conv, es ——_—_ os nan 598 . 925 | 685 | 699 | 795 658- 560 
~ Supe fijerrolet Master "404 U5 Master 40) 675- 595 9 | 650585 | 574- 525 | | 
oe 89 545- 895, 525. | 475- 435| 495- 475 305° 475) 525- 465) 495- 382| 465- 395 545- 399 | 595- 425/ 545 | 565- 495 | 625-535] 8 578s |_«587- 440 
$5. frig J °88] 445- 300 "395-3257 395 395- 365] 350- 345° 395- 315| 415- 299] 495- 350 39544 5- 385| —«|«563- 465) 426- 353 
oo _265- 245 345- 275 325 |_285- 210 | 325-265 | 375-250] 875- 205| | $95-_ $85 |_ 398-300] 485 358-273 
~—. 40] 695-599 615-525 645- 595 595 ' 695- 582| 695- 545 695- 599| 595- 550| 625 685- 565| 699- 667| 795- 725] 672- 595 
» $2, vrolet Deluxe | Gtor B60 . atntin, Jantijimpactetiammnl sin ceases pia eneepageemating _-. saeemeiacmapaaibes 
on Bet — 39] 595- 469 BIS 585-475) 495 495-3847 485 515- 458 | f 525- 495[ 545  —«|:«695- 495] 645 555- 463 
oo 38] 435- 345 | 445- 365 395 350- 330° 395- 345| 438- 327| | 445- 360/420 495- 380| 535 | 435- 350. 
aer.h.m.W 37] 365-325 315- 267) 310 375- 295 | 345 325- 229 | 325- 295 348-297 | |_ 395 
- $4.05; TSrysler Royal 404 | | 759- 645 | 795 | 699 | | 885 l | | 784- 645 
Ee TT TSS”: Che. UL ee..h.hlh..lhCUlch OO. UL lL |_749 657- 586 
e., $712: 39] 595 | 695- 595 595 | 595- 577) |_ 6 L_ ea | 
=f ”6) 38] 495-315 | 425- 395 | 495- 445 495-425) | | 497- 415) 545- 395| 545- 425 545 —«|-595- 545 | 595- 550| 523- 438 
L., $851; 395- 295 | 895- 195 | 425 | 425- 335) 295 | 375- 285| 299 | 295 | 375 | 299- 285| 465- 445| 495 378- 307 
+ 6-pass. I goto "404 795- 750 695 | |_845- 699 | 785- 695 | | 615 | | 925- 825| 777- 742 | 
$n ———__ 899 675-575, 619 635 | 675- 595) 545 | 459- 450) 495 595 | | | 445 _—|_-695-_ 560 | 706-08 745 | 608-585 
lub epe., a ae 3381 875... +| 475- 465! 2 2~S«:~COS%8 | 395 | 445 | 395 | 545 | 585- 435| 565 | 461- 424 
188. sed., 525- - 450 | ~ $95- 348) 375 475- 465 | | eo 
— Ee ~ $95- 245! $25- 265 375- 350) 375- 325| 319- 230! 345- 245 | 295 _395- 345 | 445- 365) 475-445 
| 81.278; Dodge 40] 725- 695° 745-455) 750- 685) 695 | 695 | 775- 550| 745- 585| 645 “| 845- 725 | | 785- 750 | | 740- 635 
C8 ee) a oe §- 445 595-475) 625- 545) 625 | 569- 467) 545- 445 595- 495) 645- 475 | | 675- 15- 495| 745- 540| 675- 645 
——_ ee ee 345 470- 428| 475- 374) 485- 395 | | | 425- $45] __395- 345 4 5) 395- 345) 495- | 398. | 495- 395 |_575- i5- 369 | 54: 548- 8- 485] 545 405-388 
4. in, §———________"~__ $79 395- 345! 337- 196! 895- 295! 830- 275| 325 | 299- 9- 240 | 345- 2451 395- 289 | | 395- 265 | l ~ 425- 289| 475- 382- 276 
Spa a v-8 “85” "40 650- 49% 528 525 | 550 | 5%5- 479 | 498 | 625 | 595 | 695 | 695- 595| 745- 5. 607- 548 
: bro’m, ee #30} 295-15 39: 395 195. ~| +495- 475 | 495- 365 439- 385) 495- 395 | 535- 495| 465- 450| 5 579 489- 416 | 
or eee 1 essen tetas 9 __|_480- 416 
eee nnn ee 395- 295 395- 350) 350- 335] 299- 280) 345- 265, 305- 259) 445- 365. |__| 399- 369| 545- 898] 396- S21_ 
87] 295-175. 247 ~325- 195° 289- 195) 295- 225) 269- 149 245- 1651 295- 195 | 295- 241| 295- 265| 348- 195| 249- 240| 399- 349| 296- 216 
. $100: Mord V-8 Deluxe 404 660- 595 645 535 | 595- 545| 695 625 | 625 | 695 _—Ss|_G95-_650| 685- 635| 799 _—|_ 659-606 
ra oe, |——_____°$9]_583- 495  459- 425] 485- 395, 495- 489 | | 479- 439 | 495- 395 529- 465] 525- 195 | 525- 495| 675- 495| 645- 595| 586- 471 
i co 298] 450-865 | 375-315) 885 eee aa 365- 313 | | 435- 335 385- 375 | | | 495- - 390 | | ~BA9- )- 465 [430-370 430- 370 
oe ~~) 910 325- 195) Nl | | $45- 295 | 395-_ a 311- 232 
., $765; : 
tei; foram Supercharger 40H} | | ) asa | | ae 
NM; club | | 5 | » 
= | | | 
nmodore t 
r. sed. : ; 
: 795 575 | 545 745 | | 615- 599 | | 655- 599 
: con, Tindson Six 40] 795 _ 515 | ; | 2 A | 
— ee ee |)h|hhC~«~Céa 390 | 475- 450 _ 545 | 595- 495] 625- 469 | | 516- 477 
re Cus ee | | a Oe) | 295 ' 495- 395) 445 | 395 | 395- 299| 299 | 384- 331 
il (Terraplane) ’37] 335 267- 135' 250 265- 193 | 295 365- 199 | | 345- 295| 295 | 302- 205 
" . [neke Geekes 40 1225 | | 995- 888. | 1095 | | | 1185-1095 [1125- 991 
oo $9) 815- 650 895- 699 665  —|_—-845- 775 | 845- 666 | | 950- 785 | 795 | | 1075- 695 | | 864- 712 
=f $8] 635-495 595-495 | 575-395 645 | | 595- 425) | | 725 | 695- 575 | 645- 635| 639- 503 
elivered 87) 395-325 355 395- 295 395 l 365- 279 | 375- 295) 327- 295 | 465 | 488- 445 | 385- 365) 525 | 406- 328 
‘ Ticeury "404 695 865- 645 795-695 | __|_ 795- 615 765- 685 750-678 | 795 | | | 725 | | 773- 664 
a 2 crema 645- 525 _625- 565  595- 545-595 . 625- 595| 595- 489 645- 498) 595 T ¢ 
140.53. Nash Ambassador Six | | i 
Detroit, —_ a mak 
taxes "894 585-495 _ 5i5- 539 9 3B | 
ei 33] 495 5 395 425- ; 295 ies | 395 495- 329 456- 340 
. coe. 7 375 245 345- 295 
ugham, ae ~ ~ 
or Six 8 (60) G50- 625 795- 675 | | 
a = 999) 625-515 595-515 595- 495 595- 575 595- 545 569- 449) 595-495 615-195 745-595) 595 615- 499| 765- 525) 675 | 634- 521 
$1,030. $8) 575-375 495 375 525 389- 327 495- 375 545- 339 495 465 575- 540| 525- 395) 625- 445| 507- 399 
= 395- 325 ” 395- 325 395 335 339- 265 375- 295 465- 299 395- 345 375 425 | 429- 355) 525- 445| 371- 332 
$1,151. ~ : OK 695 765 945 895- 763| 745 | 975 831- 7 
Packard Six 40, 795 5 | ) 
. Cpe, — 2) = ~O™ Ox = | | 
4dr, 89) 695- 595 695 | 595 595 765 745 | 682- 595 
—_ | j 525-385 | 5 96- 389 445 525- 449 | 685 
. cont. 38] 525- 385  495- 195- 395 495 396 52 | | 925 587- 404 
—— $s sss 340 395- 295 365 365 395- 295 380- 285  395- 365 365 ' 495- 325 | . 392- 317 
$1.08. Plymouth 40) G00- 575 G45- 410 GA5- 545 595 595 565 645-475 645-499 645-595 695- 675 | ' 627- 539 
— er a sanecanereneenerete 575- 400 495- 328 545- 395 495 475- 460 495- 390 475- 395 399 545- 543 430 575-495 | 645- 535) 595 | 526- 488 
ie. | 38] _195- 350 875-195, 485-207, 385 365 369- 265 365-295 365- 358 445- 375 455- 395, 468- 335| 365. | ~~~~*«|~«<407- S18 _ 365 ' 407- 318 
$7) 315-265 295-245 310-245 345 325 288- 185. 295- 245 315-258 445- 325 365- 289 395-279, ~—~—~—S«Y:=«SA- 25 
oo Plymouth Deluxe 40) G15- GIN 599- 595 695- 615 695- 499 635- 540 595- 585 635- 565 645- 595 __745- 595 T75- 725| 666- 596 
9 err tr” oc‘OX”©—CS: BR! rT hon. Sel Sak) See A A GR AE Ee | aa nee eee oe 
$99) 585-125 195 573- 495 575- 465 375 485- 380 475- 470 625- 395 425- 400 595- 495 565- 449 645- 510) 695- 595! 547- 462 
; 3-dr. a 
cont. *B8) 445-325 350- 347 395-325 395 385 379- 319 395- 295 395- 375 365 375 495- 399) 575- 535| 412- 365 
* Si) 365-295 325- 307 395-295 325 297- 235° 245 355-295 375- 2457 395- 325  395- 315 475- 360 | 359- 209 
a8: Niontine Six "g0) 793-695 695- 600 7415- 695 745- 570 765- 695 695 695 795 695 870- 645) 795 | 153- 650 
109: eee: i x ie * 375 575- 495 S575- 525 575- 465 595- 475 SAT- 525 GAS- 595 595- 575 645- 560! 695- 645) 605- 520 
ess foi cnreernnnennacionne a —— 175-435 395- 375° 445- 385 165 485- 325 445-395 425 185~ = 37: See 
wor. | Studebaker Champi "404 675- 585 566- 545 635. a6 625- 575 
sm eee Camps = = , 
$139; $9) 595-485 495- 318 495 599- 575 546- 459 
1 Studebaker Commander "404 Be : 895- 795 895- 795 
> aoe 39] G75 595 595- 545 565- 495 Olo- 595 615 795- 695. 745. | 657- 582. 
a  ~“g0%- 415 §5- 395 7s ES 
a $8) 195-415 175- 395 475 oo S| | PS 488- 420 
a: | —_"‘Wictator) 31) 895-870 _ 295 365- 295 425 297 279- 245  425- 343 325-295 385-345 445-315 445-375 371- 327, 
cont. | Willys "404 a 88-465 DAS 445 175 505 509- 465 
SS Veet 39). :125- 395 295 395 315.395 “465 —_r~:~=C 
- - oe $8) 295- 195 126 be 265 a eee 
as _ _ooq we ee eee | senianataiemte iaictaiinatcettasnccacnicmasenmieisns ssn aca ee ee | BO 295 245- 195 
ro 185 145-140 165-125 195 195 148 250- 245 265- 199) s—s«|:s«édB- «TT 
- National Average, All Makes, Nov. 3—$564-$484_ 
$100: National Average, All Makes, Oct. 27—$566-$495 
- Us d ¢ Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of me tropolitan ne wspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Avtromotive News as a copyrighted feature. 
= This is tne first tame anuiehere that bona-fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the re sulting national index. 
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THE SAGA OF THE FIRST 
, 100 YEARS ON RUBBER 


By Chris Sinsabaugh 
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CHRYSLER’S famous Three Musketeers who have directed the 
engineering policies of ihe corporation since the company was 
organized. From left to right: Owen Skelton, Fred Zeder and 
Carl Breer. 


Chapter XCVII—The Three Musketeers 


I was one of the 300 newspaper men who attended 
the formal opening of the Chrysler Corp.’s two new 
engineering and research laboratories on June 6, 1940, 
when President Keller dedicated them to what he 
termed “new worlds in engineering.” It was the 15th 
anniversary of the corporation itself. We, the press, 
milled through the two buildings and mourned the fact 
that Walter Chrysler himself could not be with us to 
see for himself just what we saw—the realization of 
his dreams, his contribution to engineering progress, a 
milestone of progress, if you please, and a monument to 
his zeal to attain perfection in the building of motor 
cars and trucks that will stand through the ages as long 
as there is an automobile industry. 


As I went from floor to floor, peering at this and that 
in the way of equipment, I couldn’t help recalling the 
time when the infant corporation was starting out in 
1924, when all this work was done in a three-room 
laboratory which later expanded, first into a small 
wooden building, then into a four-story building. Now, 
in the two new buildings that were dedicated that day 
there are 162,000 square feet of floor space and the pre- 
vious engineering equipment has almost been doubled. 
There are 94 new laboratories, offices and test rooms for 
practically every conceivable scientific use. As Fred 
Zeder says, the two new buildings are the corporation’s 
pledge to the motoring public that progress is on the 
march in the automobile industry. Some 500 individuals 
carry on their scientific tasks there and on the average 
day 1,500 research tests and projects are in progress. 


And in the reflected glory that was Walter Chrysler’s 
that day in June stand a trio of engineering geniuses, 
Fred Zeder, Owen Skelton and Carl Breer — the Three 
Guardsmen who had stood shoulder to shoulder for 
nearly two decades with their D’Artagnan Chrysler in 
a “one for all, all for one” engineering combination. 


The story of the Three Guardsmen and their 
D’Artagnan is a story in itself, a romance, if there is 
such in the automobile industry, and I think there is. 
Zeder, after coming out of the University of Michigan, 
had gone with the Allis-Chalmers Co. of Milwaukee, but 
the engineering itch for automobile work led him to 
join the Everett-Metzger-Flanders Co. in Detroit, which 
was putting out the E-M-F car in 1910 and to start for 
it an engineering laboratory. Zeder never went back to 
Milwaukee. He’d found his life work. 


Shoulder to Shoulder 


When Studebaker took over E-M-F, Zeder commuted 
between South Bend and Detroit in 1917 and made a 
marked success in the engineering department, wind- 
ing up as chief engineer before he joined forces with 
Walter Chrysler in 1920, when the latter had become 
executive vice-president of the Willys Corp. It was at 
Detroit with Studebaker that he discovered two con- 
genial engineering spirits, Skelton and Breer, and thus 
the Three Musketeers became a reality. 

They went to the Elizabeth, N. J., plant of John N. 
Willys as engineering consultants to design for Walter 
Chrysler an engine for the new car Chrysler wanted to 
put out for Willys, whose financial troubles had brought 
about the employment of Chrysler to straighten out the 
mess. It was the latter’s belief that something drastic 
must be done to save the Willys bacon, that something 
being an entirely new car, which was to be called the 
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Chrysler, a Willys production. Of course, that meant a 
car radically different from anything on the market 
and it was the job of Zeder-Skelton-Breer to produce it. 
Which they began in 1920, but that particular car that 
was to be called a Chrysler never got into production 
under the Willys auspices. 

As I heard it from Zeder, when Chrysler’s work with 
Willys was finished in 1922 and the bankers had ar- 
ranged to put the company through receivership, they 
put the Elizabeth plant up for auction. The blueprints 
for the new Chrysler car were to be sold along with the 
plant. Whereupon Chrysler proposed to buy the Eliza- 
beth factory and to build automobiles himself. This 
deal did not go through because Durant bought it for 
more than Chrysler was willing to pay ($5,525,000 as 
compared with $5,000,000), and along with it Durant 
got the Zeder-Skelton-Breer car that had been designed 
for Willys under Chrysler’s orders. Durant also had 
hoped to get Zeder and his engineering talent in the 
bargain, but they decided they would rather work for 
W. P., even though Durant offered them every possible 
inducement. 


Revamps Flint Engine 


While all this was going on, Zeder, Skelton, and Breer 
had set themselves up in Newark, N. J., as a consulting 
engineering company, and among other business had 
been commissioned by Chrysler to work on designs for 
another new car. Soon after the Elizabeth plant sale 
they also got an assignment from Durant to re-vamp 
the engine which he had inherited and which later be- 
came the Flint engine. Zeder tells me he charged Durant 
$125,000 for this job. 


It was about this time that Chrysler began to see the 
possibility of having the Maxwell company bring out 
his new dream car, and he brought Zeder, Skelton, and 
Breer up to Detroit to work with him. 

But in 1923, while Chrysler was receiver for Maxwell, 
which carried with it the Chalmers (which was under 
lease to Maxwell), the Maxwell bankers entertained the 
possibility of selling out to Studebaker. Chrysler was 
not enthusiastic about this because he was beginning 
to look forward to bringing out his new car. However, 
he went along loyally with his friends but when the 
deal fell through he turned back immediately to Zeder, 
Skelton, and Breer and the new car. This was the be- 
ginning of the Chrysler Corp. The new car was brought 
out in 1924 and took the country like wildfire. The mo- 
mentum and standing which Maxwell was able to obtain 
through the success of this car made it a good founda- 
tion for a new company. In addition, it had fine plants 
and personnel. 

The Three Musketeers followed gallantly the leader- 
ship of their D’Artagnan, throwing in their experience 
and dreams of new cars, all of which Durant and Stude- 
baker are said to have coveted. It was this first Chrysler- 
Zeder - Skelton - Breer automobile which started the 
Chrysler Corp., and it is similar new cars, modernized 
in four different lines, which have helped to build it to 
the second largest automobile company in the world. 


This is the ninety-seventh installment of Chris Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. 


Next week, Chrysler Corp. continued. 


General Motors Sales Set 


All-Time High for October 


DETROIT.—October sales ofja year ago. Sales 


General Motors cars and trucks in 
the United States and Canada, in- 
cluding export shipments, totaled 
226,169—an all-time high for the 
month—compared with 144,350 in 
October a year ago. Sales in Sep- 
tember were 124,692. Sales for the 
first 10 months of 1940 totaled 1,- 
584,326 compared with 1,135,068 for 
the same 10 months of 1939. 
Sales to dealers in the United 
States totaled 207,934 in October 
compared with 129,821 in October 


in September 
were 116,031. Sales for the first 10 
months of 1940 totaled 1,457,817 
compared with 995,454 for the same 
10 months of 1939. 

Sales to consumers in the United 
States totaled 186,016 in October 
compared with 110,471 in October 
a year ago. Sales in September 
were 97,527. Sales for the first 10 
months of 1940 totaled 1,471,210 
compared with 1,045,872 for the 
same 10 months of 1939. 








Advanee Order for *““Who Me?” 


Pee eee ee Se ee 





CHRIS SINSABAUGH, 
2751 E. Jefferson, Detroit 


Please enter our order, when pub- 
lished this fall, for: 


sound Copies of “Who, Me?—My AUTO- 
biography” at $3.00 each, post- 
paid. (Price on publication, $3.75). 
Sceapel Copies of the Special Deluxe Edi- 
tion at $7.50 each. 
(Each copy of this limited edition 
will be autographed). 


Check for 6............ 


enclosed [] 
or ship C.0.D. DF 


Industrial Heads 
Honor Founder(Of 
Diamond-T Truck 


CHICAGO.—Two hundred execy. 


tives of the automotive and asso. | 


ciated industries honored Charles 
Arthur Tilt, 
founder and head 
of Diamond T 
Motor Car Co. of 
Chicago for 35 
years, with a 
testimonial dinner 
in Chicago’s Uni- 
on League Club 
Nov. 12. Arrange- 
ments for the 
banquet had been 
kept secret and 
its surprise, cou- 
pled with the en- 
thusiasm of the guests made it q 
dramatic event for the guest of 
honor. 

“Tilt is the oldest executive jn 
continuity of service in the truck 
industry and he, more than any 
other man, is responsible for the 
present-day styling and eye-appeal 
of American trucks,” said John P. 
Kelley of A. O. Smith Corp., the 
toastmaster. “Tilt’s service to the 
industry has been of inestimable 
value and Diamond T and the J. 
E. Tilt Shoe Co., representing two 
generations of the Tilt family, have 





C. A. Tilt 


made an outstanding contribution ° 


to industrial Chicago.” 

Other informal talks were made 
by H. E. Hendrickson, Mather 
Spring Co.; Charles Oppe, G. & 0. 
Mfg. Co.; Willard F. Rockwell, 
Timken - Detroit Axle Co.; Roy 
Faulkner, Columbia Axle Co., and 


Charles A. Dana, Spicer Mfg. Co. 


36,500 See Show 
At Grand Rapids 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Total 
attendance at the automobile show 
sponsored by the Grand Rapids 


Passenger Car Dealers Assn., for 


the week Nov. 4-9, was 36,500. 


The show got off to a slow start, * 


being overshadowed by the elec- 
tion. But as soon as that was over, 
crowds thronged the 32nd annual 


event in the Civic Auditorium and vi 


orders were taken for 40 new cars. 

The used car section proved pop- 
ular again this year. 

This year for the first time in 
five years, there was an added 
attraction in the light car field; 
mainly commercial pick - ups, 
trucks and station wagons. 

A gay entertainment program 
which varied nightly was staged 
for the patrons attending the 
show. 


Credit for the success of the [¥ 


Grand Rapids show goes to the 


manager, Claude L. Goldner and] 


his committee which included: Ted 
Booth, Ted Booth, Inc. (Packard); 
William Berger, Berger Chevrolet; 
Roy F. Springer, Standard Auto 
Co. (Ford); Don Stegman, Steg- 
man-Olsee Olds Sales & Service, 
and Lawrence Dykstra, Universal 
Car & Service Co. (Ford). 





N. Y. C. Starts Work 


On Vehicular Tunnel 

NEW YORK.—Construction work 
on the Brooklyn-Battery vehicular 
tunnel, which is expected to greatly 
facilitate motor vehicle transporta- 
tion in the metropolitan area, be- 
gan Oct. 28 with ground-breaking 
ceremonies in which President 
Roosevelt was the principal partic 
pant. 

Besides relieving traffic conges- 
tion, the new tunnel, which wil 
link the Battery section of Man- 
hattan with Hamilton Avenue 1 
Brooklyn, is expected to revive 
commercial and shipping industries 
in such important and strategically 
located sections of Brooklyn * 
Bay Ridge, Red Hook, Erie Bas!" 
and their adjacent water fronts. 

The New York City tunnel au 
thority, which is supervising co? 


struction, estimates that 10,000, 
vehicles will pass through the 
tunnel during its first year ° 


operation, with traffic expected ” 
increase until it reaches a max' 
mum of 16,000,000 vehicles a yea! 
in 1958. 


Houde to Expand |. 
BUFFALO.—Houde Engineering “he 
construct a $500,000 plant here for ‘ol 
manufacture of precision parts tors 
automobile, tank and aircraft mo’ ac 
Reports indicate the company has d 
quired a 38-acre site and that Br 
will soon be broken for the pi 
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PXecyu- . : 
sso. be plastic car, besides its safety, 
heathen be its durability and the fact 


tno “paint job” will be neces- 
» Walker points out. The manu- 
‘iurer Will be able to offer car 
fers an almost limitless range 
‘colors. Even now, he said, there 
'emakers of plastic materials who 
they can give their customers 
erally thousands of different 
jeg — or Can produce any new 
bade desired. 
“and because the color is an 
yerent part of the plastic, molded 
‘cht into it, there will be no need 





It ¥ painting the new-type automo- 
' je body and no danger of its 
> it a Ging or chipping,” Walker con- 
St of Tied. “The fact that Mr. Ford, 
.. \eording to report, could swing 
ve in | 4x, with all his might, against 
truck ff surface of a special plastic 
. any § 4 car, without marring or dent- 
on the surface, tells the story of 
ey \, durability of his newly-devel- 
the ved plastic. hm 
mah, |THE FACT THAT the paint job 
he J. }eliminated will tend to lower the 
¥ two janufacturing cost of the car and 


have wnce the ultimate cost to the 
ution “wer. And besides offering the de- 
er, the engineer and the manu- 
turer any number of variety of 










made ( : 3 
ather Hors and color combinations with 
& O. Mich to make the car more ap- 
<well, aling, the plastic body itself will 
Roy much cheaper to produce than 
, and conventional metal body. Fur- 
, Co. Mer, it will be lighter and it will 


* * * 


e ® 
1ds | pay-DREAMING I can visualize 
Total stmastide when the good little 
show YS and girls poke into their 
apids #08-up stockings to see what 
, for »2d, old Santa Claus has put in 
0. m. And I can fancy that the 
start, “wn-ups, particularly “my pub- 






elec. & Of the automobile industry, 
over, Fil be just as curious. Still day- 
:nual taming, I’m hopin’ some of ’em 
and “ll find in the Xmas sock copies 
cars, | “Who, Me?” Remember, though, 


m not counting my chicks (or 
hould I say books) before they 
e in # hatched — I’m just hopin’. 

dded | For right now this author is 
field; “wiously pegging away on _ his 


ut the bee on him, ordering him 


e, get to ‘finis’ — call it a day. 


the Ve’'ve got to hit the Christmas 
= parket with your book.” 
an 


i sh 8 


Ted } PRIDING HIMSELF on _ never 





rd); “aving missed a deadline in all his 
olet; hewspaper life, this author is going 
Auto } make this one. He’s busy “as- 
tes- Fembling” the book right now. And 
vice; fe finds it ain’t so easy as he 
rsa! Thought, this “assembling.” It’s not 
ist a case of turning the copy 

ver to Arnold-Powers and think 
“is through. That’s far from the 

nel “th, as he is finding out. But 
ork .SeeS. daylight ahead. All the 
ors }py is in and as soon as he gets 
ular 4e proofs from Arnold-Powers 
atly Sup own Pete Wemhoff and the 
gt thor will do the “pasting up” 
e- ‘ad all that goes with that opera- 
ing ion. Then it is up to Bob Powers 
lent“) do his stuff. One sure thing, 
- ho, Me?” is going to be on the 
‘okstands at Christmastide. And 
ort Mother sure thing, the author} 
will Then will rest on whatever laurels 
fan Fesult — he’s through with this 
1” futhoring — it’s a delusion and a 
vive tare; in his opinion, too much| 
ries bron | 
ally | ; ‘ | 
° } 
a FOR HIS maiden effort, the | 
‘thor is well pleased with his | 

au- “vance orders, even though his 
on- |ends may be “buying a pig in 
000 |’ Poke.” The industry certainly | 
the 48 rallied ’round and shown its 
of |°Mfidence in the ability of this 
to ‘Id, broken-down newspaper man 
.xi- 9° Tecord “40 years of automobile 
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|this year than 


Chris 
Sinsabaugh 


“Who, Me?” In fact, the author 
brazenly acknowledges that pos- 
terity will find the book invaluable 
in years to come. 


He’s particularly proud of the 
orders that have come in for the 
deluxe edition, which will be lim- 
ited in production and which will 
be autographed — not simply a 
scrawly signature, but with a per- 
sonal touch which, he hopes, will 
be appreciated by his friends who 
are spending $7.50 each to get one 
of them. 

* * * 


AMONG THOSE already enrolled 
in the deluxe division are Alfred 
P. Sloan jr., Harvey Firestone jr., 
Paul Hoffman, George W. Mason, 
J. W. Frazer, David A. Wallace, 





CURIOSITY has been aroused as to 


where Author Sinsabaugh got the 
“Who, Me?” title for his forthcoming 
book. The answer may be found in the 
above picture—General Sales Manager 
as of De Soto, right, telling one 
of his dealers what was expected of 
him in the way of sales. It is apparent 
that the dealer is asking Wag: ‘‘Who, 
me?” At least it looked that way to 
the author, who thereupon coined the 
title for his autobiography. 


William E. Holler, George D. 
Keller, Charles E. Sorenson, Paul 
Garrett, Henry T. Ewald, Fred M. 
Zeder, C. B. Thomas, G. V. Orr, 
George W. Romney, E. V. Ricken- 
backer, J. Pierre Roche, Edgar L. 
Apperson, Harry G. Moock, Herbert 
L. Sharlock, J. H. McDuffee, Dan 
H. Kelly, Ernest Ingold, William 
L. Hughson, James W. Lee II, Lee 
J. Eastman, Duncan Curry, L. C. 
Barnard, O. L. Arnold, James T. 
Sullivan, Thomas M. Ray, J. C. 
Goldrick, M. A. Gorman, Harold 
W. Tuttle, William Harrigan, War- 
ren Hastings, Ross Roy, E. A. 
Schirmer, J. F. Reeder, Fred C. 
Russell, Frank C. Reilly, J. H. 
Ressler, Charles Robbins, Morrow 
Krum, C. M. Selph, Hugh Rose, 
Ernie Roescher, J. H. Neebe. 


* * * 


AND W. A. SIMONDS, Fred L. 
Shaw, Ray Senusky, Ray P. John- 
son, William Slocum, Alvin H. 
Smith, Lynn S. Snow, Tom Wade, 
George Walker, Willard S. Wood, 
James P. Wines, Pete Wembhoff, 
Ed Kruspak, Joseph H. Finn, H. 
H. Blohm, S. F. Rolph, Karl M. 
Greiner, G. B. Seeney, Dan Sunder- 
land, John H. Weiser, Harry A. 
Berk, Chester J. Brost, Charles T. 
Bush, D. J. Donovan, John L. 
McQuigg, J. O. Munn, J. G. Monjar, 
H. G. Perkins, T. T. Allen, C. D. 
Randall, W. F. Armstrong, Lewis 
H. Hill, John W. Hobbs and Boyden 
Sparkes. 

a 

WHADDA YOU think Barney 
Oldfield is doing now? Well, he's 
brought to Detroit this week his 
troupe of Hollywood motion picture 
stunt men and is putting on an 
indoor rodeo at the State Fair 
Grounds. Of course, Barney ain’t 
doin’ nothin’ himself — he’s the 
boss who has to meet the payroll 
each week; still a showman as he 
was in his racing days. 


Traffic Deaths Highest 


In Small Communities 


WASHINGTON. The larger 
cities of the United States are roll- 
ing up better traffic safety records 
the smaller ones 
and rural communities, latest sta- 
tistics disclosed last week. Accord- 
ing to the Census Bureau there 
were 6,546 fatalities in the first 44 
weeks of this year, compared with 


|6,241 during the corresponding pe- 
|riod of 1939, an increase of 5 
| percent. 

Recent compilations by National 
Safety Council showed _ traffic 
deaths in the country at large have 
been running 7 percent higher than | 
last year, there having been 23,830 
in the first nine months, 1,500 more 
than in the same period of 1939 








Education Held 
Cause of Dip in 


Children’s Toll 


ATLANTIC CITY.—Reduction of 
77 percent in New Jersey traffic 
fatalities among children under 15 
years of age in the last eight years 
was cited by state motor vehicle 
commissioner Arthur W. Magee, in 
addressing New Jersey Education 
Assn. here, as conclusive proof that 
safety education in the schools “is 
not an intrusion in the curricula.” 

“Human failure,’ Magee said, “is 
the cause of most motor vehicle 
accidents. Therefore, safety educa- 
tion is the development of proper 
habits and attitudes in all — pedes- 
trians and drivers alike.” 

Declaring the need for driver 
training in the schools is steadily 
increasing, Magee added: “I am 
quite aware that the school author- 
ities are beset with serious ob- 
stacles in seeking to extend driver 
training in the schools, chiefly the 
reluctance of budget officials to 
provide the funds needed. 

“We have learned how necessary 
it is in some instances to convince 
such officials that this item in the 
curricula is not a fad or new 
fangled, but rather something im- 
peratively demanded by changed 
modern requirements for living 
safely.” 


AFL, CIO National 
Conventions Open; 


Peace in Prospect 


DETROIT.—With high hopes 
held that labor peace may move a 
long step nearer, the CIO and the 
AFL unions open separate conven- 
tions today in Atlantic City and 
New Orleans, respectively. 

John L. Lewis, CIO president 
who promised to resign if Presi- 
dent Roosevelt was reelected, is 
expected to follow through his 
pledge and Philip Murray, CIO 
vice-president, is considered the 
likely successor, opening the way 
for possible re-uniting of the AFL 
and CIO. 

Roosevelt himself is expected 
once more to make a plea for labor 
peace, by dispatching a_ similar 
message to both conventions open- 
ing today. 

Action on the Lewis-Murray af- 
fair is due to highlight the open- 
ing sessions of the CIO conclave, 
while the AFL meeting will not 
swing into high gear until next 
week. Thus, should the CIO indi- 
cate its willingness to resume 
peace talks, the AFL will be able 
also to take action. 

Lewis’ resignation would _ still 
leave him a powerful factor in the 
CIO picture as president of his 
mine workers’ union, but observ- 
ers believe that Lewis’ influence 
with CIO rank-and-filers is not as 
great as when he vetoed a tenta- 
tive AFL-CIO peace pact in De- 
cember, 1937. 

Meanwhile, in the automotive 
field, the CIO-UAW is ready to 
begin negotiations Nov. 25 with 
Chrysler Corp. on revision of the 
1939 agreement. The union will 
seek a general wage increase, va- 
cation allowance and a union shop. 
Also it will ask for safeguards of 
the jobs of workers called by the 
Army and urge some form of com- 
pensation to make up differential 
between Army pay and regular 


earnings. 
The CIO-UAW meantime has 
signed an agreement with Nash, 


covering its Kenosha (Wis.) plants, 
and pushed plans for a_ $250,000 
drive to unionize Ford plants. 
Rumblings in Flint locals of the 
UAW’s GM divisions, against dic- 
tation by national union officers, 
thus far have been inconsequential. 
= @ 


Men Fail to Show; 
Two Car Plants Close 


FLINT.—When 150 men in key 
positions in Fisher Body plant No. 
2 here failed to report for work 
Friday, two large automobile plants 
closed. 

Shutdown of Fisher No. 2 made 
1,000 workers idle in the body plant 
and when no bodies were forth- 
| coming off the line, the Chevrolet 


final assembly plant was forced to 
close, also, sending 11,000 workers 
| home. 

! Pets Wemhoff's Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 
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JAMES F. WATERS, America’s largest distributor of De Soto and Plymouth 


cars, and the manufacturer and 


distributor of De Soto Skyview Taxicabs, is 


ictured here at the radiator of the 1941 Skyview taxi which he announced 


n New York last week. 





By Jim Sullivan 
Staff Correspondent 

BOSTON.—Dean A. Fales, head 
of automotive engineering depart- 
ment, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, speaking on the topic 
“The Latest Trend in Passenger 
Cars,” to New England section, 
Society of Automotive Engineers, 
last week called attention to some 
features that may come in for 
criticism. 

“From drivers’ complaints re- 
ceived concerning the 1940 models, 
it can be assumed that for the 1941 
cars we will hear plenty about new 
developments,” he _ said. Among 
them will be: 


Intense heat inside the bodies 

in warm, sunny weather caused 
by the hot-house effect of the 
steeply sloped windshield, rear 
windows and tumble home side 
windows. 
2 blanking off of vision 

through the steeply inclined 
rear windows in even the mildest 
of snowstorms. 

The difficulties experienced on 

ramps, detours and bad roads 
caused by the low ground clear- 
ance. 

The treacherous road-holding 

characteristics of the modern 
cars, with such a large proportion 
of weight on the front ends, when 
rounding our sharply curved and 
highly crowned roads when wet, 
icy conditions prevail. 

The eye strain in night driving 

caused by the low-seating po- 
sition and the more _ powerful 
headlights. 

The problem of putting on tire 

chains on the road when they 
are vitally needed. 

Dean Fales took each in turn, 
and while making it plain that he 
was not a pessimist and gloated 
over criticizing automotive engi- 
neers, he remarked that while the 
industry was stressing safety there 
were times when it was slipping 
away from that factor. 

“From a mechanical standpoint 
the most important development 
of the year is the variety of clutch 
and transmission systems,” he 
said. “Fluid Drive, Hydra-Matic, 
electric and vacuum-operated 
clutches and automatic and semi- 
automatic transmissions, vacuum- 
boosted gearshifts, etc, make a 
confusing picture to the average 
motorist. The manufacturers are 
trying to make driving easier and 
from the present confused situa- 
tion there will undoubtedly emerge 
a simpler and more commercial 
transmission system. 

“In many cases engine power has 


Complaints for *41 
MIT Dean Lists New Model Features Likely 


to Draw Drivers’ Criticism 





been increased by higher com- 
pression ratios suitable for the 
newer fuels. Carburetion, ignition, 
bearings, valves, lubrication, in 
fact the minutest engine parts have 
all been developed and improved. 
Wider and heavier frames carry 
the larger bodies. In some cases 
rear-end ratios are changed to 
give heavier cars the agile per- 
formance that drivers now demand. 
Increase in size of the fast selling 
cars has increased the parking 
problem. 


“The small Nash is the only new 
car of the year with an adaptation 
of the Lancia independently-sprung 
front wheels and coil springs on 
the rear, with unit body and frame 
construction. Competition is be- 
coming keener in the popular price 
field with resultant better values. 

“Looking over the various lines 
simplification seems to be the aim. 
Both Oldsmobile and Pontiac are 
built to take either a six or eight- 
cylinder engine. Pressure ventilat- 
ing systems have been improved 
and are more widely used. Heating 
systems are also better. 


“In luxury cars windows are 
operated by electric motors or 
fluid pumps or both, requiring only 
the movement of a switch. The 
Packard refrigerating system has 
made strides and is now available 
for other than the highest priced 
cars. It was interesting that at the 
New York automobile show three 
“cars of the future” were shown, 
all fundamentally open cars. These 
were built to stimulate interest in 
the show. But the solid top closed 
car will be in big demand. Style 
still sells cars and it is a handicap 
to fatigue free driving.” 


Willard Plans to Pay 


Men Called to Colors 


CLEVELAND, O.—Willard Bat- 
tery has announced that regular 
employes who are drafted for army 
service, enlist, or are called be- 
cause of membership in the Na- 
tional Guard, the Army, Navy or 
Marine Corps Reserves, will be 
granted leaves of absence for their 
required service and be given cer- 
tain special pay. 

The leave of absence will be for 
the full period of the employes’ 
training, plus an additional 40 days 
as required by the Selective Serv- 
ice and Training Act. 


W alker Named 


RACINE. — Gordon R. Walker has 
been named vice-president and sales 
manager of Walker Mfg. Co. here 
succeeding Malcolm McCormick, re- 
signed. The firm manufactures auto- 
motive jacks, lifts and mufflers. 


$293 REWARD: TO | 
ONE TELEGRAM USER! 


You’re rewarded with big cash savings on telegrams 
when Postal Telegraph surveys your telegraph costs! 
This free cost analysis saved $293 last year for one 
firm (name on request). It uncovers huge wastes and 

provides easy-to-follow plan to stop them! 


For information about free telegraph cost analysis 
—wire collect: C. Hitchen, Postal Telegraph, 253 





Broadway, N.Y.C. No obligation. 





rT Telegraph 
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LUXURY LINER WITH 


FLUID DRIVE 





MORE VALUABLE THAN EVER! 


HE famous Dodge-Plymouth “Triple-Profit’” dealership, long 
recognized for its profit-building possibilities, has now 
been made even more attractive. 


Just look at the coverage you get!...not one, but three 
popular products that blanket the market where four out of 
five sales are made... 


And not one, but three powerful advertising campaigns 
to bring buyers to your doors! 


Money-maker No. 1—Dodge Luxury Liner for 1941 
...Bigger, more handsome, alive with selling advantages! 
Lowest-priced car to offer Fluid Drive, recognized as one of 
the major automotive advancements of all time...destined to 
rank, in importance, with the safety-steel body, hydraulic 
brakes, Superfinish and Amola Steel, all of which — and 
many others—Dodge pioneered! 


Money-maker No. 2—Plymouth for 1941...The “One” 


for ‘41 in the lowest-priced field! Now offers 19 important 
selling advancements, including Powermatic Shifting...mag- 
nificent new styling...new fashion-tone interiors...increased 
horsepower and torque! Each feature a sales-winner. 


Money-maker No. 3—Dodge Job-Rated Trucks for 
1941...A complete line (12-ton to 3-ton) that enables you 
to meet more than 97% of all hauling needs! Every Dodge 
Job-Rated Truck is powered and “sized” for the job it is built 
to do—a powerful sales advantage. 112 standard chassis 
and body models...18 different wheelbases...6 great 
engines, including the remarkable heavy-duty Dodge Diesel. 
And priced with the lowest! 
A TIMELY TIP 

There may be an opportunity with the Dodge-Plymouth deal- 
ership in your community. If the territory is open, why not 
get our new “Triple-Profit” proposition? Drop a line today 
to Forest H. Akers, Vice-President, Dodge Division, Chrysler 
Corporation, Detroit, Michigan. Correspondence confidential, 
of course. 


+ Dealbeaks 


DODGE - PLYMOUTH -°- DODGE Job-Rated TRUCKS 
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